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Dedication

To my Father and Lord Jesus Christ, in whom | put my trust and hope,
looking forward to His glorious return and Millennial Kingdom.

“To him who overcomes | will grant to sit with Me on My throne,

’

as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.’
(Revelation 3:21)
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A Life to Overcome
Foreword

This book was written to reveal the truths surrounding the Christian’s
future in the coming age. If you have a strong desire to know the Lord
and to know your purpose in this life as well as the next, this book is for
you. It provides a monumental message, empowered by the Holy Spirit,
that | felt compelled to share. This message is unspoken in Christendom
today, leaving Christians oblivious to their purpose in Christ. Therefore,
the truths revealed in this book will be “shocking” to some, and hopefully
will bring them to a realization of their calling.

Unlike the teachings of the 20th century Church, salvation by grace is not
the end of the Christian race, but only the beginning. The end will occur
when this age comes to a close and all Christians find themselves facing
the Lord at the Judgment Seat of Christ in the heavens. This is where the
actions or works of all believers will be judged. Therefore, it would profit
you to know how to overcome your present life and fulfill God’s purpose
for you. A life to overcome means a life or soul to win; to have victory
over. Another expression used is “soul winning.” Soul winning is
winning one’s life. \We are currently running a race to obtain victory of
our soul.

| challenge you to not just read what is written, but to study the truths
presented alongside with an open Bible. But before you do this, I ask you
to pray that the Lord provides you with the gift of understanding and of
the full-knowledge (Greek: ‘epignosis’) of His Word. To aid the reader in
the quest for truth, I chose to use the New King James Version of the
Bible in this writing as well as Strong’s exhaustive concordance for
Hebrew and Greek definitions. I also use the word “man” in this book
along with the appropriate pronouns that follow it, in the generic sense of
the term, to mean the human race in its most inclusive sense.

| begin the book with a story, to give the reader a picture in their mind of
what it will be like when the end comes. The actual events of the Lord’s
Day for the Church are revealed in the Book of Revelation. In my
writing, you will find answers to numerous Scriptures that were not fully
understood in the past. My goal for this book is to present the entire Bible



as it relates to the central message — Christ and His future kingdom. My
second goal is to beseech you to walk worthy of the Lord and overcome
your soul-life in this age so that you may take part in Christ’s coming
kingdom in the age to come. God speed my brothers and sisters in Christ.

Laura L. Whitley

2013
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ALIFE TO OVERCOME
PROLOGUE

It is declared:

"Behold, He is coming with clouds and every eye will see Him,
even they who pierced Him. And all the tribes of the earth will
mourn because of Him. Even so, come, Lord Jesus. Amen!"

Just then Michael, the archangel, excitedly replies,
"The trumpet blows! It is time! The kingdom of heaven is ready!"

After six thousand years, the long and difficult course of human history
has unfolded. This occurrence has always been God's perfect plan of
redemption since the fall of man --- that for 6,000 years, He would prepare
a race of king-priests who would fulfill the final destiny of man's purpose
--- to rule and reign with Christ Jesus. The Truth is finally revealed and
Satan's lie exposed. It is now time for the final accounting of all believers
in heaven. For the next seven years, those left behind on earth will go
through the greatest Tribulation of all time, such as never before. And
then the one thousand year reign of Christ will begin.

"We have been preparing for this moment for thousands of years,"
says one of the seven angels.

"We have constructed the great city according to the Messiah's
instructions."

"And what a magnificent city it is!"

says Michael.
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"The King Himself specified every detail for the arrival of His
bride. What joy He has for those servants who will qualify to reign
with Him!"

Suddenly there is a sound that reaches from one end of the world to the
other, like the rush of a great wind. The graves open and millions of
bodies rise from the dead, all those who were in Christ, to meet the Lord
in the air. Then, in a twinkling of an eye, millions of living believers
disappear from the face of the earth and appear in the sky following the
raised bodies to meet the Lord in the air. The hour has come for all
believers to stand before the Judge, at the Judgment seat of Christ, to be
tested on all of their works, whether good or bad. The test of works will
determine where they will be placed in heaven, either inside the kingdom
with Christ or outside the kingdom without Christ for one thousand years.
Time has run out and there is no more room for repentance.

No going back.....it's too late.

Michael gazes at the multitudes of people surrounding the city square.
The angels reflect brilliant lights, shining in all directions as they play
beautiful music and sing,

"Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is to
come!"

Then a loud voice speaks, as the sound of a trumpet, of One clothed with a
garment down to the feet and girded about the chest with a golden band.
His head and hair is white like wool, as white as snow, and His eyes like a
flame of fire. His feet is like fine brass, as if refined in a furnace, and His
voice as the sound of many waters. He has on His right hand side a
multitude of angels and His countenance is like the sun shining in its
strength. And when anyone sees Him, there is much fear, and many fall to
the floor as if dead.

The court is seated and books are opened. The Judge is ready to
commence, for the hour of judgment has come. One by one the vast
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RAPTURE of the Church (above) to the
JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST (below)
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multitudes are summoned to the Judge’s throne. As a person steps up to
the platform to be judged, no one except that person and Christ can hear
the conversation. How amazing it is to be standing before the King! Yet,
how fearful it must be to be judged before the Son of God! One’s entire
past life on earth will be revealed, including every secret thing. The fire
will test everyone’s work and then each will receive his verdict.

A man walks up before the Christ. His life had been wasted, centered on
the lusts of the flesh and of the world. He had become a Christian at the
early age of thirty, but never matured in Christ nor followed the path of
righteousness. He had been led by the world and his flesh, trying to
become rich and spending the rest of his time in leisure and entertainment.
His friends were the same, except one, who invited him often to Bible
study and to serve God. But he always refused his invitation. The world
of discipleship seemed too difficult and he was not willing to sacrifice his
enjoyment of life. He had attended the Church regularly with his wife and
family, but his heart was never focused on God. Instead of laying up
treasures in heaven, he had chosen to lay up treasures on earth. Bible
study was boring, and his prayer life was nonexistent.

"Come closer, servant of Mine,"

thunders the voice from the throne. His face brilliantly shines like the sun
and His eyes like a flame of fire, with a serious look and not a glimpse of a
smile.

"Yes Lord, I....I....”

The man is speechless. All his excuses to postpone becoming committed
to Christ no longer mattered. It is too late now. He reminisces about all
the opportunities he had in his life to be a good servant, but chose not to.
The world always seemed more attractive. He thought of God's gifts to
him throughout his lifetime, a spiritual Christian wife who truly modeled
the Christian walk and taught their children the Word of God. He never
joined with his family in desiring a true spiritual relationship with Christ.
He was a Christian, but he did not know or love God.

"Servant of Mine,”

thunders the King, interrupting his thoughts,
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“I warned you often that there is nothing covered that will not be
revealed; nothing hidden that will not be known. | know your
works and | know your heart. You chose not to heed My call, you
did not love Me with all your heart, soul and mind, and you chose
not to confess your sins, even though I loved you and died for you.
You chose not to watch for Me, therefore |1 have come upon you
now as a thief and there is no room for repentance. Through the
test of fire, | have not found your works perfect before God."

"Lord, I am so sorry!"

he cries, realizing the consequence he would now have to face.

Lifting His head upward, Christ Jesus then says,
"Father, | bring this servant of Mine before You. He has denied
Me by his life on earth, and now | deny him before You. He will
not enter the kingdom of heaven as one of my servant king-priests.

He has lost his inheritance!"

Then, with a powerful voice that echoes loudly in the heavenly throne
room, the King rebukes the unfaithful servant,

"Depart from Me, you wicked and lazy servant!"

"Please N-0-0-0-0!"
he screams and falls on his knees. But the angels come, bind him hands
and feet, and cast him into outer darkness, where he begins to weep and

gnash his teeth in utter regret. Then the angels enter back in and lock the
gates.



A Life to Overcome _

Outer Darkness

(Outer Darkness is a region outside the light of the heavenly kingdom and is
reserved for non-overcomers [Christians] found unworthy to enter the kingdom;
they will have lost their soul and their inheritance for 1000 years)
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The next man whose name is Jacob is summoned before the Judgment
seat. His legs tremble before the King and his eyes display tears of fear,
joy and amazement.

"Come, servant of Mine,"

says the King, who is now gleaming with delight and with a voice of
compassion. With fear and a hopeful expectation, the humble man gets up
and walks closer to the throne.

“My God! How great You are! Praise and honor and glory to you
Lord. I love you with all my heart!"

Jacob had been a faithful steward of the Word for forty years. His passion
and delight in life was in serving God. He took God's Word very seriously
and committed his life to it, allowing the Spirit to use him in ways to
glorify Him and spread His Word. God used Jacob as a powerful witness
to His plans and purposes. He suffered greatly throughout his life with
poverty, sickness and attacks from Satan. But he kept the faith and
persevered. His humble and holy countenance reflected his Christian
walk, and his sufferings made him even stronger in the faith.

Because Jacob was diligent to seek the truth of His Word, God gave him
knowledge of the mysteries of the kingdom. By faith, he ran the race with
strength all of his life, having the hope of His return and of entering His
rest. He devoted his ministry in spreading the kingdom message, speaking
of Christ's imminent return.

And once, when an unfaithful Christian was provoked by Jacob’s trials,
pains and suffering in order to doubt the gospel of the kingdom, Jacob
joyfully responded,

"Could it be that God allowed all of these trials and tribulations so
that | would have the privilege of telling you and others that by
faith in God we are able to deal with any tragedy, knowing that He
is with us and will reward us?"

Yet Christians rejected his message of Jesus' return and the kingdom to
come. Rather, they believed the false teachers because they were
considered great seminary scholars who taught that the kingdom is already
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here. But Jacob responded, "If you open your ears and eyes to God's
Word and not man's word, then the truth will set you free. Lay aside all
teachings from man and start anew from the Spirit of truth." Truly, Jacob
was an overcomer.

And as he stands at a distance before his Judge, he suddenly falls on his
knees as if dead.

Once again the Judge summons Jacob,
"Do not be afraid. Come here, servant of Mine."

Jacob walks up to the throne. He is short of breath and his legs are weak,
overwhelmed by the presence of the Lord.

"Jacob,"

says the Judge,
"I know your heart and | know your works. You bring me delight
for fulfilling the purpose | have designed for your life. You have
been faithful in a few things. | will now make you ruler over
many."

The Judge continues,
"Thank you for giving me food and drink when I needed it."

Jacob replies,

“But Lord, when did I ever give you food and drink?"

The Judge answers,
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"Do you remember when you ministered the milk and meat of My
Word to the poor in spirit in the prisons? Do you remember when
you gave your tithing to your fellow ministries and churches?

Do you remember all those people, young and old, especially the
widows, whom you gave wise counsel and love, attending to their
needs? Do you remember ministering to the sick and to the poor?
You let your light so shine before men that they saw your good
works, and glorified your Father in heaven. You have given meat
in due season over My household, my faithful and wise servant.

Jacob's life, now put to the test, produces quiet yet exuberant joyfulness
that Christ is pleased with him.

Jacob replies,
"Thank you, Lord, but I have only done my duty as Your servant.”
Then the Judge proclaims,

"Because you have honored Me on earth, I will honor you in
heaven. Your new name will be '‘Brave Heart' and | will give you a
white stone with this new name written on it that no one except
you will know. You have been brave in faith in the midst of
personal difficulty. You have fought a good fight. You have kept
the faith. You have finished your course. You have longed for My
return. Today, you have earned the crown of righteousness, the
crown of life and the crown of rejoicing. The crown of
righteousness will be given to you because you have kept the faith,
the crown of life will be given because you have endured
temptation, and the crown of rejoicing will be given because you
eagerly hoped for My return. Enter into My rest and into the
kingdom of the heavens."

With joy in His eyes the King announces to His faithful servant,
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"Well done, good and faithful servant, enter into the joy of your
Lord. You will now inherit the kingdom."

Meanwhile, many left behind on earth are terror-stricken as their loved
ones vanish before their eyes. Some blame the occurrence on space aliens.
Others claim mother-nature as the culprit. Still others blame the incident
on a world-wide attack from radicals. Yet, in the midst of world chaos,
many do not realize that this was the rapture of the Church and that Jesus
Christ had returned. But soon every created being that is in heaven and on
the earth and under the earth and such as are in the sea, and all that are in
them will be heard saying:

"Blessing and honor and glory and power be to Him who sits on
the throne, and to the Lamb, forever and ever!"

Soon after the seven year tribulation has come to a close, Christ will
return with His angels and every eye will see Him, even they who pierced
Him. It will be then that all of the tribes of Israel will mourn because of
Him. And every individual on earth will at some point in time have to
face the Lord’s judgment.

Two of the angels walk towards Jacob and escort him into the gates of the
kingdom to await the wedding ceremony, the marriage feast of the Lamb.
His spiritual body has become enswathed in glory, incorruptible and
immortal.  His garments are white as snow, reflecting purity and
righteousness. What a glorious day it is for Jacob! The Day of the Lord
has come!

(The above presentation will be continued in Chapter 3)
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BRIDE OF CHRIST

(The Bride of Christ is made up of overcomers [Christians] found worthy to rule
and reign with Christ for 1000 years)
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What if we are raptured today? Would we be prepared to face our Lord
Jesus Christ? Would we be prepared to show our good works and faithful
stewardship before Him at His judgment seat?

It is evident in the Scriptures that we do not have much time before the
Son of God returns for His bride. The reenactment just given of the
rapture and Judgment seat of Christ is a similar picture of what will soon
take place. If we are not prepared, we will not be able to enter the
kingdom of heaven for one thousand years. Satan has succeeded in
twisting and hiding the truth of Christ's return and the coming kingdom
since the fall of man. The manner in which he has accomplished this
deception within the Church was by placing false teachers to corrupt the
Word. Satan’s goal is to derail the lives of all Christians. And his purpose
for doing this is because he realizes his end is near and he does not want to
surrender his rule over the earth.

Regardless, the Scriptures confirm that each of us will one day face an
accounting for the stewardship with which we have been entrusted. For
those who have been faithful to their Lord throughout life, it will be a day
of rejoicing and of reward. However, a different fate awaits those
Christians who have failed to persevere, who have not remained faithful to
their Lord and Savior. There can be no greater tragedy than to hear the
words, "too late." They will have lost their inheritance and will not be
able enter the kingdom of heaven or rule and reign with Christ Jesus.

| challenge you today, whether you are a babe in Christ or a minister of the
Word, to open up your heart to what the writer is about to disclose. The
purpose of our journey is to prepare us for what is to come, and we can
only do this by our own will and choice. Let us begin with the foundation,
which is Jesus Christ, and allow the Spirit to guide us into all Truth. God
has a purpose for you, which is why He gave His Son to die for you.

Would you like to know what God’s purpose is for you?
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CHAPTER ONE

GOD'S PURPOSE FOR MAN

God created man for a purpose. Man was placed on earth for a reason.
What is our purpose? Why are we here?

It was God's plan from the beginning to give man, whom He created in
His image and likeness, dominion over the earth, to rule and reign with
Him.

Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our
likeness; let them have dominion.....over all the earth...."
(Genesis 1:26)

Before the foundation of the world and before man was ever created,
God's purpose for man was to rule and reign with Christ from the kingdom
of the heavens over the earth. Sometime in eternity past, all things were
planned and created through God’s Son and for God’s Son.

For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are
on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or
principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and
for Him. (Colossians 1:16)

The foundation and the arrangement of Scripture is laid in Genesis 1:1-
2:3,
The heavens and the earth were created (Genesis 1:1; Isaiah
45:18), the material creation was ruined because of Satan’s sin
(Genesis 1:2; lIsaiah 14:12-17; Ezekiel 28:13-19), God restored
the ruined creation in six days, and He rested on the seventh day
(Genesis 1:3-2:3).

Man was created (Genesis 1:26), man fell into a state of ruin
because of sin (Genesis 3:6), God is presently taking six days
[6,000 years] to restore man, and God will rest on the seventh day
(the seventh 1,000-year period [Exodus 20:9-11; 2 Peter 3:5-9]).
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The restoration of man, patterned after the restoration of the material
creation, is the scope of all Scripture. The entirety of Scripture is about
that which is initially introduced and originated in an unchangeable
manner in the opening thirty-four verses of Genesis (1:1-2:3). The
entirety of Scripture is about the creation of man, his ruin, his restoration
over a six-day period (over a 6,000-year period), followed by a seventh
day of rest (a seventh 1,000-year period — the future Sabbath Rest
[Genesis: 2:1-3; Hebrews 4:1, 9, 11], the Messianic Era.

The key to understanding the Word of God begins with understanding this
proper foundation set in the beginning of Genesis, where God began. If
one can understand that the Word is about "redemption and regality”and is
fashioned around the same pattern of: 1) Creation 2) Ruin 3) Restoration
4) Rest, then he can build upon the rest of the Scriptures correctly. This
arrangement is how God began His revelation to man. God took six days
to restore the ruined material creation (because of Satan's sin).

In like pattern, God is presently taking six days (6,000 years) to restore
man (because of man's sin). And then, in accord with the pattern
established in the beginning, there will be a seventh day (1,000 years)
which will be a day of rest. This "Rest" is the Sabbath Day, the Day of the
Lord, the Millennial Kingdom to come. All of the rest of the Scriptures
give further commentary and points to this very Day, the seventh Day.
And once an individual can perceive this truth, he will also be able to
understand the spiritual lessons throughout the entirety of Scripture, and
he will be able to see that the central Person in Scripture is the Lord Jesus
Christ, from the beginning to the end.

God’s purpose for man (to rule and reign on the Seventh Day) is revealed
throughout the entire Word of God. In the Old Testament, it was
portrayed in types (figures, patterns, examples), and it was first offered to
the Jews, God's chosen people. A “type” is a divine illustration of some
truth which is foreshadowed. In the New Testament, it was revealed in the
Gospels, in and through the Parables, in the Epistles and in the Book of
Revelation.

Because of man’s fall into sin, he failed to take on a position of rulership.
He now had to labor in the field to prove his worthiness. Therefore, Satan
continued to have rulership over the earth and will hold this position until
a future time when he is taken down. Lucifer, the beautifully created
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angel known as Satan, who was given rule over the original creation,
continued to hold the scepter of rulership, even in his fallen condition (the
first to bring sin into the world by rebelling against God), even to this
present day. Satan’s rebellion concerned rulership (ascending above
God—Isaiah 14:13) and as a result of this rebellion, the material creation
of Genesis 1:1 under the rule of Satan, became ruined.

The earth was [“became” or “to be”--from the Hebrew word
“hayah,” Strong’s #H1961] without form, and void; and darkness
was on the face of the deep. (Genesis 1:2)

It is at this point in time that God spends six days restoring the ruined
material creation, so as to establish it in preparation for an entirely new
group of rulers who would be created for that specific purpose. And
within His plans for man to rule, He made man a little lower than the
angels so that he must prove himself worthy to replace the incumbent
ruler, Satan. For man to attain the position for which he was created, to be
elevated above the angels, and to rule and reign with Christ, he would
have to parallel that which is seen in the six days of restoration (six
thousand years of work) followed by a seventh day of rest (the 7th one-
thousand year period, which will be the Millennial Kingdom). Each day
for God is equivalent to a thousand years for man, as we see in 2 Peter
3:8:

But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one
day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.

The day that man sinned in the Garden of Eden, his complete being—
spirit, soul, and body — became in a fallen state, a state of death. This is
when God began his redemptive work in dealing with that death. This was
the reason for Christ’s death. In order to effect the Father’s plans and
purposes in respect of rulership, Christ had to die in order to pay the price
required by man’s rebellion. All of these events — Satan’s rebellion, the
creation of man, the fall of man, Christ’s death and resurrection, and the
need for redemption are all part of the process to bring about the
fulfillment of God’s plans and purposes for the ages, all of which points to
the 7th day, the Millennial Kingdom (1000 year reign of Christ) — the
Messianic Era.
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However, Satan will do everything in his power to keep his position of
rulership. With one-third of the fallen angels who left with him, he is out
deceiving those who threaten him most — the Church. Since Pentecost,
he has succeeded in distracting the attention of Christians from the truth of
the Word by and through the formation of different man-made religions
and Church programs. He has been successful in blinding them from
understanding the truth by twisting, falsifying, or omitting part of the
Word of God; and also, by encouraging the ungodly imposition of self-
generated religious acts performed by many of today’s churches and
denominations, none of which have any foundation in God’s Word. Satan
does this to disqualify those who compose the Church from obtaining
rulership one day.

Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty
deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic
principles of the world, and not according to Christ. (Colossians
2:8)

Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand
against the wiles of the devil. For we do no wrestle against flesh
and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the
rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of
wickedness in the heavenly places.

Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to
withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.
(Ephesians 6:11-13)

Satan’s work, performed through the religious leaders of the past, was
passed down throughout the generations in order to deceive the Church
from knowing the mystery of the kingdom, which is the Church being
offered the inheritance (an action that applies only to family members
[“first-born sons’]) into the kingdom of the heavens.

But there were also false prophets among the people, even as there
will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in
destructive heresies, even denying the Lord who bought them, and
bring on themselves swift destruction.
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And many will follow their destructive ways, because of whom the
way of truth will be blasphemed.

By covetousness they will exploit you with deceptive words; for a
long time their judgment has not been idle, and their destruction
does not slumber. (2 Peter 2:1-3)

Today, Churches have completely eliminated the purpose of their creation
— to rule and reign with Christ. They simply omit Scripture concerning
Christ's second return for His Church, the Judgment seat of Christ, and the
Millennial Kingdom. Some Churches teach that the Kingdom of God is
not a literal kingdom, using the verse in Luke 17:20, 21:

Now when He was asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of
God would come, He answered them and said, "The kingdom of
God does not come with observation; nor will they say, 'See here!’
or 'See there!" For indeed, the kingdom of God is within you."

During this time, Jesus was offering the kingdom of the heavens to the
nation of Israel, and He presented Himself as their Messiah while in their
midst [presence]. The words “within you” may also be translated “in your
midst.” Thus, Jesus was referring to Himself. One day in the near future,
Jesus will rule over all, and He will share that rule with His people in His
literal kKingdom. And all will know when He has returned:

“For as the lightning that flashes out of one part under heaven
shines to the other part under heaven, so also the Son of Man will
be in His Day." (Luke 17:24)

Within His redemptive work, God brought forth three first-born Sons —
Christ, Israel and the Church — to fulfill His purpose of redeeming man to
a future position of rulership. And in and through Christ (the Gentiles
being grafted in with the Jews to make up the Church), Christians have the
rights to the inheritance, as we see in Galatians 3:29:

And if you are Christ’s then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs
according to the promise.

Our position “in Christ” makes us part of the lineage of Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob and therefore partakers of the promises that were first given to
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them. However, we must meet certain conditions in order to qualify for
the future inheritance, as God’s firstborn sons and as the bride of Christ.
Since Pentecost, God has been searching for a bride for His Son who will
be taken out of the body of Christ (the Church), and who will qualify as
co-heirs with Christ to rule and reign with Him in the kingdom of the
heavens. Christ will return soon. When that time comes will you, as you
stand before Him, be prepared?

“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord’, shall enter the
kingdom of heaven [lit. kingdom of the heavens], but he who does
the will of my Father in heaven.

Many will say to Me in that day [Day of the Lord], 'Lord, Lord,
have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your
name?'

And then | will declare to them, 'l never knew you; depart from
Me, you who practice lawlessness!’” (Matthew 7:21-23)

Jesus is speaking to Christians as only they call Christ by the name
“Lord.” The Greek word for “Christian” is Christianos (Strong’s #G5546)
and means “a follower of Christ” [Acts 11:26; 26:28; 1 Peter 4:16]. Note
that “heaven” refers to the invisible heavens connected with the earth from
which rulership takes place. When ‘heaven” is used in Scripture, it is used
in the plural sense and can be translated, “in the heavens.” Heaven means
"all above" and the expression, kingdom of heaven [lit. “kingdom of the
heavens”] means "a particular region in the heavens” where God reigns.
Who will enter the kingdom of the heavens? Itis “He who does the will of
my Father in heaven,” says Jesus Christ.

Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His
commandments. He who says “l know Him," and does not keep
His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. But
whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God is perfected in him.
(1 John 2:3-5)

How can we know and do the will of God? God left Christians with the
most important source ever written — the Holy Bible, which is His Word,
and is alive and powerful. We were granted something amazing, to be
implanted in our minds — the realization of how undeniably tiny we are in
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comparison to the heavens, yet rare and precious, that we belong to
Someone greater than ourselves, that none of us are alone. A Christian
cannot have a personal relationship with (i.e., know) Him without
knowing His Word and abiding in it. The Word is a powerful tool and is
God’s guidance for the Christian.

God reveals how much He loves us and what great plans He has for those
who love Him. | wish every believer could feel that awe and humility —
the hope that comes from His Word. In light of this, let us realize that His
Word does not speak to the unsaved for they cannot be holy or spiritual
since within them they do not possess the Spirit of God. We see this in 1
Corinthians 2:14:

But the natural man [unsaved or carnal man] does not receive the
things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can
he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.

The Bible was written for the saved; to teach them God's purpose for man.
It was not written for the unsaved. It is not about the unsaved. As an all-
knowing God, He knows your heart, thoughts and intentions. When
Scripture speaks of sin and ungodliness, He is speaking of the Christian.
Can Christians be ungodly? Of course they can! Christians have a sin
nature and can choose to act according to their carnal [“fleshly”’] ways.
For this reason, God’s Word instructs Christians on holy living. And in
order for a Christian to know God, His plan and purpose, he must go to
His source, the Word of God. Without knowing Him, one cannot realize
their calling to the kingdom of the heavens.

And if we are to understand God's Word, we must begin where God began
(the Book of Genesis), and follow through exactly in the manner God set
forth the structure of His Word, so that we can build upon that foundation
and understand the meaning behind the events and what is yet to come.
Because we have the Spirit within us, the more eager we are to know God,
the more He will reveal His Word to us by means of the Holy Spirit.
Furthermore, as we mature in the Word, the Holy Spirit will guide us into
all truth, and we will be able to spiritually discern whether something said
or written is true or false doctrine.
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But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those
who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both
good and evil. (Hebrews 5:14)

All Scripture is given by inspiration of God [lit: God-breathed],
and is profitable for doctrine [teaching] for reproof [to prove or
convince] for correction, for instruction in righteousness [right or
just living], that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly
equipped for every good work. (2 Timothy 3:16, 17)

For the Word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any
two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit,
and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and
intents of the heart.

And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are
naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account.
(Hebrews 4:12, 13)

The Word of God is the measuring stick Christ will use at His judgment
seat. God's message is alive and active, penetrating the innermost parts of
a person. It distinguishes the thoughts and intents of a person's soul and
exposes the spiritual motivations of a believer's heart. The words “naked”
and “open” in Hebrews 4:13 suggest complete exposure and
defenselessness before God. All believers must give account to the all-
seeing, all-knowing, and all-powerful God at His Judgment Seat one day.

A correct understanding of Scripture necessitates viewing the types in the
Old Testament alongside their antitypes from the New Testament. This is
the way God has structured His revelation to man. In the Old Testament,
God led His people, the Israelites, out of Egypt to bring them to their
inheritance, the land of Canaan. This was the land that God had originally
covenanted to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

The Israelites who believed in Him were given instructions to place the
shed blood of the lamb over their door posts so that their first-born sons
would be saved from death (the substitute lamb’s blood was placed to
satisfy the shedding of blood as the sacrifice for redemption. Figuratively,
Israel died that day; the sacrificial lamb being the substitute). God led
them safely out of Egypt and for forty years they were in the wilderness.
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God tested their faith to determine who would enter the land of Canaan.
Those who remained faithful to Him, that is, only Joshua and Caleb along
with the children (who were now young adults), from the first generation
of the nation of Israel, were allowed to enter. Nearly two million Israelites
fell away, lacking faith in God and committing idolatry. Not only were
they not allowed to enter, but were destroyed.

The account of Israel is a “type” (example) for us to realize today (1
Corinthians 10:1-11). It is a word-picture for the New Testament
“antitype”— all Christians. In the New Testament, God sent His only
begotten Son, the Lamb of God, to shed blood for the sins of the world, so
that whosoever believed in Him would be saved from the penalty of
spiritual death. Since Pentecost, God has been testing each individual
believer’s faith in order to determine who will be a bride for His Son and
be able to enter the heavenly land, the kingdom of the heavens, and rule
and reign with Him. Of course, God desires for all Christians to remain
faithful to Him in order to be saved into His kingdom. This is His purpose
for us.

Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says: “Today, if you will hear His
voice, do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion, in the day of
trial in the wilderness, where your fathers tested Me, tried Me, and
saw My works forty years.

Therefore | was angry with that generation, and said, 'They always
go astray in their heart, and they have not known My ways.’

So I swore in My wrath, ‘they shall not enter My rest [The
Kingdom Age—The 7th Day of Rest]’" (Hebrews 3:7-11)

In order for individuals to have the rights of inheritance and possession in
this land, then and in the future, they had to belong to the family of God as
sons. In other words, they had to be saved individuals; and in the passage
above, the children of Israel were indeed children of God. We see this in
1 Corinthians 10:1-5:

Moreover, brethren, | do not want you to be unaware that all our
fathers [Israel] were under the cloud,

all passed through the sea,
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all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, all ate the
same spiritual food,

and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank of that
spiritual Rock that followed them and that Rock was Christ.

But with most of them God was not well pleased, for their bodies
were scattered in the wilderness.

However, because of their unfaithfulness and disobedience to God
pertaining to the land, all adults but two were barred from entering into
that land to enjoy its blessings. The outcasts of Israel were left with a
great loss.

And just as the Israelites under Moses were eternally saved and called out
of Egypt to realize an inheritance in another land, so Christians under
Christ are eternally saved and are being called out of the world to realize
an inheritance in another land, separate from the earth — a heavenly land.

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
according to his abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not
fade away, reserved in heaven for you, who are kept by the power
of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last
time. (1 Peter 1:3-5)

The word inherit or inheritance translated from the Greek word
kleronomeo (Strong’s #G2816) means “to be an heir” and Kleronomia
(Strong’s #G2817) means “a possession.” Upon our belief in the Lord, we
then have access to this inheritance as sons of God because of our
positional standing in Christ, handed down from the lineage of Abraham.
We have been born again to receive this inheritance — we have been
redeemed for a purpose. However, this inheritance is a reward to be
received in the future and is not automatic, but conditional. It is
dependent upon one’s faithfulness to God. Only then can one be
considered God’s firstborn son and thereby be qualified to become the
bride of Christ. The Greek word for “reward” is misthos (Strong’s
#G3408) which means “payment for service; wages.” And because this
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salvation is inherited and therefore part of our reward, it must be earned
through faithful obedience to the Word of God after we have been born
again. Upon decisions and determinations at the Judgment Seat of Christ,
an overcomer will then receive his rewards.

...knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the
inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ. (Colossians 3:24)

You may be saying, "I am not interested in a reward or in ruling and
reigning! 1 just want to serve Him and be able to enter the kingdom —
that is good enough for me." But God says that our understanding is
limited to the possibilities that He has in store for us. God called us to
rule and reign. He has given us the Holy Spirit as a guide to provide a
course of growth that will enable us to have an abundant entrance into the
kingdom of the heavens. Imagine experiencing the joy and fulfillment of
being accepted by our Lord at His judgment seat, of angels placing crowns
on our heads, and of ruling and reigning by the side of Christ Jesus. This is
God’s will for us.

Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and
election sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble; for
so an entrance will be supplied to you abundantly into the
everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. (2 Peter
1:10, 11)

A Christian who comes to a full understanding of God's plan and purpose
will begin to lay hold of the “hope” that is set before him. This "hope" is
mentioned throughout the New Testament, and when properly understood,
will transform him from a life of being self-centered to one of being
Christ-centered. Very few people today are interested in the deeper
knowledge of the Word of God. They are content to be babes in Christ
throughout their life, ignoring the meat of the Word.

God has extraordinary things planned for the Christian’s future, yet most
are unaware. The hope that God exhorts us to lay hold of relates to these
“extraordinary things” in the coming kingdom, things having to do with
ruling and reigning with Christ from the heavens. This is our motivation
for overcoming the trials we face here on earth. The “blessed hope”
centers on our anticipation of the appearing of our Lord in the air and the
establishment of His kingdom. The hope of the Christian is that he will be



A Life to Overcome m

qualified to enter the kingdom and occupy a position of rulership with
Christ.
...looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great
God and Savior Jesus Christ..." (Titus 2:13)

...but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for
we shall see Him as He is. And everyone who has this hope in Him
purifies himself, just as He is pure. (1 John 3:2, 3)

How many Christians have this hope? Sadly to say, not many do. Most
Christians do not have any hope for the future kingdom. Not many hope
to see the Lord. What a shame this is, considering that a life in the
kingdom serving Christ will be the most awesome and glorious life one
could possess, and it cannot be compared to the best life here on earth.

The following prayers were written from the pen of Paul, which he offered
on behalf of the Ephesians and the Colossians. These prayers are a most
significant revelation from God, which merit our closest attention and
earnest study.

Paul prays for the Ephesians, who are eternally saved and growing in
grace, that they may receive the full knowledge of God’s Word:

Therefore | also, after | heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus
and your love for all the saints, do not cease to give thanks to
you, making mention of you in my prayers:

that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may
give to you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge
of Him, the eyes of your understanding being enlightened;

that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the
riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, and what is the
exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe...
(Ephesians 1:15-19)

As soon as he heard of the faith of the Colossians, Paul began interceding
by praying to God for them, asking that they may be filled with the
knowledge of His will:
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For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to
pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge
of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding,

that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being
fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of
God;

strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, for
all patience and longsuffering with joy,

giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of
the inheritance of the saints in the light.

He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us
into the kingdom of the Son of His love, in whom we have
redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.
(Colossians 1:9-14)

God has laid out His plan of redemption since eternity past and has
qualified those Christians whom He foreknew would walk worthy of the
Lord to be partakers of the inheritance in the age to come. This is what
these prayers reveal.

God’s will is that we abide in faithful obedience to His Word so that we
will be victorious in our race of the faith. This means walking in the
Spirit, being transformed into the image of His Son. God has made it clear
to “do business” until He comes (Luke 19:13). This means we must
show our worthiness to enter the kingdom by growing in the Word, doing
good works for Him, and eagerly awaiting His return.

| beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God,
which is your reasonable service.

And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and
acceptable and perfect will of God.” (Romans 12:1, 2)
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God’s purpose is to redeem man to the position for which he was
originally created — to rule and reign with Christ in the kingdom of the
heavens.

In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of
sins, according to the riches of His grace, which He made to
abound toward us in all wisdom and prudence,

having made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His
good pleasure which He purposed in Himself,

that in the dispensation of the fullness of the times He might gather
together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and
which are on earth—in Him.

In Him we have obtained an inheritance, being predestined
according to the purpose of Him who works all things according to
the counsel of His will, that we who first trusted in Christ should
be to the praise of His glory. (Ephesians 1:7-12)

God’s calling is a heavenly calling to the kingdom. He is calling all
Christians to abide in His Word and overcome their life in this age in order
to be qualified for inclusion into the kingdom in heaven. Life here on
earth is only for a short while, just a temporary dwelling. Christians are
not to be a part of this world, but separate, awaiting their true home — a
heavenly home.

These [Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Sarah] all died in faith, not
having received the promises, but having seen them afar off were
assured of them, embraced them, and confessed that they were
strangers and pilgrims on the earth...

But now they desire a better, that is, a heavenly country.
Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for He has
prepared a city for them. (Hebrews 11:13, 16)

God’s will, purpose and calling is exactly the same for all Christians — to
rule and reign with Christ in the coming Kingdom Age. And the time is
near.
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CHAPTER TWO

FULL SCOPE OF SALVATION

Man is a complex and unique creation of God. God ‘“formed man of the
dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and
man became a living being” (Genesis 2:7). And if one studies the
anatomy of man — his cell structure, his DNA, his blood flow, his organs
and how they all come together in an inclusive and complex unity — it is
a surety that only God, the Creator, could have accomplished this most
multifaceted and prodigious task.

And God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our
likeness..." (Genesis 1:26a)

God made man in a most exceptional form. He made man in His
“image,” In His “likeness.” One may wonder about the composition of
that “image.” In the same verse (Genesis 1:26a), God refers to the
formation of man in a plural sense, using the words "Us" and "Our." In
addition, the Hebrew word translated God is Elohim, a word that is plural
in nature (referring to the Triune Godhead) which means “three,”
revealing that God is a tripartite (three-part) being. The number “three”
in Scripture means “divine perfection and completion; manifested deity;
resurrection.”  Although God is a Trinity, He reveals Himself in three
distinct Persons — God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.
Since God is a tripartite Being and He made man in His image, then man
is also a tripartite being. In the “likeness” of God, man is composed of a
spirit, a soul and a body. (See illustration on page 48)

This is clearly seen when Paul prays for the members of the Thessalonian
Church, that each part of their being (spirit, soul and body) may be
preserved blameless at the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely; and
may your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless at
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Thessalonians 5:23)

The author of the Book of Hebrews also identifies spirit, soul, and body
as the three parts of man:
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For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any
two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit,
and of joints and marrow... (Hebrews 4:12)

Before Adam and the Woman fell into sin they were covered with the
glory of God, created in His likeness. But after their fall they found
themselves naked, no longer having the covering of glory and thereby
disqualified from one day exercising their rule (“dominion”) over the
earth. And the consequence of their fall was that now they existed in a
state of death.

“...but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not
eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.” (Genesis
2:16)

The death that they experienced by eating the fruit of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil was multifaceted in nature. Their spirits
immediately died, which placed their souls and bodies in a state of
regressive and eventual death. Their souls became corrupted as they now
possessed a sin nature and their bodies began to decay, as they no longer
were immortal. Therefore, since the fall of Adam, man no longer
possessed the image of God, an image that is without sin — from that day
forward man has been born dead in trespasses and sin (Ephesians 2:1).
And in order to free man from this sentence of death and the bondage of
sin, God sent His Son to shed His blood — signifying His spiritual death
(separation from the Father) — thereby paying the price, to the Father’s
satisfaction, for man’s sin (Isaiah 53:4-6, 11; 1 Peter 2:24a).

For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 6:23)

It would be prudent at this point to understand that the consequence (price)
of man’s sin in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 2:17) was primarily spiritual
death, even though physical death was a component. And to understand
death contextually within Scripture is to understand that it is a state of
separation. Just as a person is separated from the connection to life (the
animation of the body, also expressed in Scripture as the “soul,” which is
contained in the blood [Leviticus 17:11]) upon physical death, he
becomes separated from his connection to God upon spiritual death. Upon
man’s rebellion in the Garden of Eden both Adam and Eve became
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separated from God (i.e., the death of their spirits); and, as well, their
physical bodies (i.e., the animation of each body, their souls), became
subject to the regression of the dying state.

And it was the shedding of blood, represented by the clothing of skin
(Genesis 3:21) that God provided to cover their nakedness, the complete
nakedness from the covering of glory that they enjoyed upon their
creation. This may be understood by the contrast of the two Hebrew
words for “naked” (Genesis 2:7; 3:21) of Adam and Eve (Genesis 2:7).
And this covering, as a type, looked forward to and represented the death
of Jesus Christ on the cross, a death that, when accepted by faith, is the

covering for a person’s spiritual nakedness (i.e., his separation [spiritual
death] from God).

For it was on the Cross that God the Son experienced spiritual death by
becoming separated from God the Father for a period of three hours
(““from the six hour [noon] until the ninth hour [3:00 p.m.] — Matthew
27:45), in which He cried, “Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?” that is, ‘My God,
My God, why have You forsaken Me?’” (Matthew 27:46). This spiritual
separation was the price [which satisfied God the Father (Romans 3:25,
26; 1 John 2:2; 4:10)] that God, in the person of His Son, paid for the sins
of mankind — a price that may only be accepted by faith for man to be
eternally saved (Ephesians 2:8, 9).

In Christ’s physical death upon the Cross we see the distribution of all
three components of His composition, as His soul went to Paradise/ Hades
(Luke 23:43; Acts 2:27: Ephesians 4:9), His spirit went to God the
Father (Luke 23:46) and His body to the tomb (Matthew 27:57-60).

Upon His resurrection on the third day, all three (spirit, soul, and body)
were then re-united. Likewise, upon physical death, the believer's soul
will go up to Paradise, (its location having been relocated from the center
of the earth [Luke 16:22] to the “third heaven” [2 Corinthians 12:2-4]
when Christ rose from the dead [Ephesians 4:8-10]), his spirit will go into
the presence of God (Acts 7:59; 2 Corinthians 5:6-8) and his body will
go to the grave (or to be cremated) until he is resurrected. Then, at his
resurrection, all three components will be re-united to stand before Christ
Jesus at His judgment seat. And those believers who remain alive will be
raptured to the Judgment seat of Christ as well (1 Thessalonians 4:13ff; 2
Corinthians 5:10).



A Life to Overcome m

But for the unsaved upon physical death, the soul will go down to Hades
and the body and spirit to the grave until after the Millennium. Then,
Death and Hades will deliver them up to the Great White Throne
Judgment where they will be judged according to their works. Their
exclusion from the Book of Life will result in the unsaved being found
insufficient by their works; therefore, they will be cast into the lake of fire
(Revelation 20:11ff).

Beginning the study of man’s three components, we find that the spirit is
the immaterial part of man’s composition that was the result of God
creating man in God’s “image,” according to His “likeness,” and then
breathing into man’s nostrils the “breath of life” (Genesis 1:26; 2:7). The
spirit is that component of man that allows him to be permanently linked
to God, to be able to have a relationship will all that is Divine. But it is
only when one believes in the Lord Jesus Christ that his spirit is made
alive and his eternal salvation is secure.

And he brought them over and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be
saved?”

So they said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be
saved...” (Acts 16:30, 31)

But for an unsaved (unregenerate) person, the spirit remains dead, with no
link to (or with) God.

The Greek word pneuma (Strong’s #G4151) is translated both “breath”
and “spirit” in the New Testament. The Spirit of God (Breath of God) is
the One who gave life to man upon creation, and who gave the living
Word to man. From the day that Adam sinned in the Garden and his spirit
died, everyone born thereafter possessed a dead spirit. However, Jesus
Christ paid the price for the sins of the world and made it possible for
man’s redemption.

The moment one believes in Christ, the Holy Spirit brings the person’s
spirit to life. It is at that moment the person who was “dead in trespasses
and sins” (Ephesians 2:1) passes from “death into life” (John 5:24).
And from that moment on, it is possible for God to guide him “into all
truth” (John 16:13) by and through the Word, which is “living and
powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword” (Hebrew 4:12), and
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which will transform him by the renewing of his mind that he may “prove
what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God” (Romans
12:2).

He is now able to commune with God by means of his living spirit as it is
inalterably linked to God by and through the Spirit of God, and he is now
able to grow from immaturity to maturity. And if the believer will
diligently and earnestly seek God through the assimilation of His Word, he
will be given “the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of
Him” as his eyes of understanding are enlightened and he understands
what is the hope of God‘s calling and the riches of the glory of God’s
inheritance in the saints (Ephesians 1:17, 18).

Now He who has prepared us for this for this very thing is God,
who also has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. (2 Corinthians
5:5) [See also Ephesians 1:13, 14]

But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My
name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance
all things that I said to you. (John 14:26)

At the beginning of the present dispensation (beginning at Pentecost), God
assigned a unique feature to the mission of the Holy Spirit pertaining to
His presence in the world — to acquire a bride for His Son — which is the
antitype of the Old Testament type of Abraham when he sent his “oldest
servant of his house, who ruled over all that he had” into Mesopotamia to
acquire a bride for his son (Genesis 24). In this respect, the Holy Spirit
has an entirely different mission from that which He has fulfilled from the
time when man fell in the Garden of Eden, man’s eternal salvation. In
order to acquire a bride for his Son, which will have direct application
relative to the kingdom during the Messianic Era, God commissioned the
Holy Spirit for this unique purpose.

Salvation in Scripture is also spoken of in three tenses — past, present and
future. This has been done to point out a beginning with an end in view.
The Spirit can take the one who now has spiritual life and perform a work
in the life of that individual, with a view to an inheritance that will be
realized at a future time.

Ephesians 2:8 refers to the salvation of the spirit, which is a past,
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completed work based solely on the work (sacrifice) of Christ on the Cross
at Calvary. This aspect of salvation is the gospel of grace, which is the
good news of the free gift of eternal salvation.

“For by grace you have been saved [past tense salvation] through
faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works,
lest anyone should boast.” (Ephesians 2:8)

Once we are eternally saved, we can never again be unsaved, irrespective
of what we do. [2 Timothy 2:13]

For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. (Romans
11:29)

Furthermore, there was nothing that we did to be eternally saved, for the
work was completed in the past by the Lord, and therefore there is nothing
we can do to become unsaved again.

The salvation of the spirit is just the beginning of our walk with God. All
three aspects of our being: spirit, soul, and body must be saved to be able
to rule and reign with Christ in the Millennium. Salvation of the spirit is
exclusively associated with entrance into the kingdom of heaven during
the Eternal Ages, which does not begin until one thousand years after
Christ's return.

The indwelling of the Holy Spirit, a prominent aspect of salvation of the
spirit (John 7:39; 14:16, 17; Romans 5:5; 8:9; 1 Corinthians 3:16;
6:19; Galatians 4:6; 1 John 2:27), will (if allowed) assist the Christian in
a righteous walk that will insure the salvation of his soul. The Christian’s
temporal earthly life is a testing ground of his faith in God, and all that he
does during this time will significantly affect his future during the coming
Messianic Era. His works performed during his lifetime will surely be
judged at Christ’s judgment seat to determine whether or not he will be
worthy for entrance into the kingdom. As children of God, we are also
joint-heirs with Christ, but only if we walk like Him, in faith and love
through suffering.

The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are
children of God, and if children, then heirs--heirs of God and joint
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heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be
glorified together. (Romans 8:16, 17)

This takes us into the second component of our created being: the soul.
The Greek word psyche (Strong’s # G5590, also spelled “psuche”)
throughout the New Testament is translated "soul” or "life." Therefore,
both soul and life mean the same thing and is used interchangeably in
Scripture. This word defines the natural life of a person. The soul is the
foundation of a person's emotions, feelings, desires, likes and dislikes. In
Leviticus 17:11, we see that the life [soul] of the flesh is in the blood. It is
the animating principle of the body of flesh.

By means of the salvation of the spirit, a person is then in a position to
realize the purpose of his salvation -- the salvation of his soul or life. The
difference between the salvation of the spirit and the salvation of the soul
is that the salvation of the soul is conditional, dependent on the life one
lives after his spirit has been saved, which in turn, is dependent on him
allowing the Holy Spirit to lead his life through his own spirit. The Holy
Spirit does this by imparting spiritual truth, understanding and direction —
functions that are directly connected and proportionate to one’s
assimilation of Scripture.

The leading of one’s life by the Holy Spirit, referred to in Scripture as
being “filled with the Spirit,” may be seen by comparing the following
two companion passages of Scripture:

And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be
filled with the Spirit,

speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord,

giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name
of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Ephesians 5:18-20)

Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching
and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.
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And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.
(Colossians 3:16, 17)

A proper comparison of these two companion passages clearly indicates
that being filled with the Holy Spirit is proportionate to one’s assimilation
of Scripture. One must read and study the living Word of God in order to
have the Spirit’s truth, understanding and direction. Then, one must act
upon the Spirit’s truth, understanding and direction, being a doer and not
just a hearer of the Word (James 1:22). This is not always an easy thing
to do, as it requires laying aside our thoughts and desires. But knowing
what is to come in the future should inspire us to try hard to set our fleshly
desires aside and walk according to the Spirit in order to attain the
salvation of our soul.

Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and
receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save
your souls. (James 1:21)

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not
fade away, reserved in heaven for you, who are kept by the power
of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last
time...

Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy
inexpressible and full of glory,

receiving the end of your faith--the salvation of your souls.
(1 Peter 1:3-5, 8b, 9)

All Christians will be judged following their rapture or resurrection in
heaven to determine whether they will obtain soul salvation. There will be
rewards for those whose works are found worthy, which enables them
entrance into the kingdom. There will also be great loss for those who are
found unworthy, who will not be able to enter the kingdom, but who are
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cast outside in outer darkness where there will be “weeping and gnashing
of teeth” (an Eastern expression showing deep grief [Matthew 22:13]).

Therefore we make it our aim, whether present or absent, to be
well pleasing to Him.

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that
each may receive things done in the body, according to what he
has done, whether good or bad.

Knowing, therefore, the terror of the Lord, we persuade men....
(2 Corinthians 5:10)

And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the
judgment.... (Hebrews 9:27)

The salvation of the soul constitutes an active, continuing work of
salvation accomplished by the Christian by and through the power of the
Holy Spirit. In writing to the Christians in the Grecian city of Corinth, the
Apostle Paul uses the present tense in expressing this salvation as a
present, continuous work:

For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.
(1 Corinthians 1:18)

This ever-abiding work of the salvation of the soul deals strictly with
Millennial life, not eternal life and will be realized at the Judgment Seat of
Christ. The Christian’s eternal salvation, the salvation of the spirit, has
already been dealt with by Christ in the past and is a finished work, never
to be changed. When Christ came to earth approximately 2,000 years
ago, He did so to be the “propitiation” — the vicarious and expiatory
sacrifice — for our sins (Romans 3:25; Hebrews 2:17; 1 John 2:2;
4:10). It was on the Cross that He took the sins of the world, the sins from
all of time, became that sin (2 Corinthians 5:21) in order to pay the price
and satisfy the righteousness and justice of God, so that anyone by faith
alone in Christ could receive Eternal life — the salvation of the spirit.

In the near future when the Lord returns the second time, it will be to
judge Christians in order to determine the salvation of their souls, which is
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millennial in scope. If the Christian allows the Holy Spirit to have proper
influence and control in his life, he will become an overcomer and attain
the salvation of his soul. The Spirit accomplishes this by teaching him all
things that encompasses the whole Gospel (good news of God’s grace and
glory). Whereas the gospel of grace is restrictive to the salvation of the
spirit of man with eternal verities in view, the gospel of glory is focused
on the salvation of the soul with millennial verities in view. The gospel of
grace and the gospel of glory together present the “whole counsel of God”
(Acts 20:27).

Last, the third part to be saved is the body. Salvation of the body will
occur at the Judgment seat of Christ.

The salvation of the body is a future tense salvation. In Hebrews 1:14,
salvation is presented as a future, inherited possession:

Are they [angels] not all ministering spirits sent forth to minister
for those [Christians] who will inherit salvation?

This future aspect of salvation marks the final realization of the
Christian’s redemption, to be apprehended at the Judgment Seat of Christ.
It involves the Christian’s inheritance — to rule and reign in the kingdom.

The key that unlocks the “mysteries of the kingdom of the heavens”
(Matthew 13:11), the solid food of the Word of God (Hebrews 5:12-14)
constitutes a proper understanding of the three components of man (spirit,
soul and body) and the three aspects of salvation (past, present and
future). All the components of man must be preserved blameless at
Christ's return in order to inherit salvation in the kingdom of heaven and
gain the reward of rulership with Christ during the Millennium (1000 year
reign). Therefore, if a Christian overcomes this present life, at the
Judgment seat he will be clothed with the “wedding garment” — the
“white garment” of “fine linen clean and bright (Revelation 3:5; 19:8).
Being properly clothed will allow him to rule and reign with Christ in the
Messianic Era. This wedding garment may indeed be that “covering of
light” which covered man at his creation, a covering unique to God
(Psalm 104:1, 2) and which is a facet of His “image” and “likeness.”

The following is a brief overview of spirit, soul, and body salvation:
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1) Salvation of the Spirit is the aspect of God’s redemptive plan for man
that is based on a past completed action. It transforms a person from a
spiritual state of being dead in trespasses and sins, who has an
unredeemed, inanimate spirit, and who is alienated from God (Ephesians
2:1, 12); to a spiritual state of being eternally alive in Christ (John 5:24;
Ephesians 2:5), to a state possessing an animated spirit, possessing
spiritual life, and to a state of no longer being separated from the One who
Himself is Spirit (John 4:24). This transformation, which is a grace-gift
from God, is brought to pass by the Spirit of God breathing life into the
one having no life, is based solely on Christ’s finished work at Calvary, a
work that can never be added to by man or God, and is apprehended solely
by faith in Jesus Christ (Acts 16:30, 31; Ephesians 2:8, 9).

2) Salvation of the Soul, on the other hand, should never be associated
with the past aspect of God’s redemptive plan for man. Scripture carefully
distinguishes between the soul and the spirit, never using the words
interchangeably in this respect (Hebrews 4:12; 1 Thessalonians 5:23).
And Scripture also carefully distinguishes between salvation in relation to
the spirit and salvation in relation to the soul. Salvation in relation to the
spirit is always dealt with in a past sense, whereas salvation of the soul is
always dealt with in a present or future sense (1 Peter 1:9; James 1:21;
Hebrews 10:39). It represents the further transformation of a person who
has experienced the salvation of his spirit; but, unlike the salvation of the
spirit, which happens in an instance of time, it is a process that happens
over time. And unlike the salvation of the spirit, which is wholly
dependent on the work of Christ, it is dependent upon the works of the
individual during his temporal life as a Christian.

If one submits to the Holy Spirit by means of the assimilation of God’s
Word, he will thereby abide in Christ, be sanctified (set apart) in this life,
and produce fruit (good works) that will insure the salvation of his soul
(John 15: 1-8; 17:17). At the Judgment Seat of Christ, he will be
qualified to become part of the bride of Christ and to rule and reign with
Christ during the Messianic Era. On the other hand, if he should choose to
follow his carnal nature during his temporal life, he will suffer grave loss
at the Judgment seat and will be denied a position in the coming
Millennial kingdom. He will be cast outside of the kingdom, separated
from Christ for one thousand years.
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...receiving the end of your faith — the salvation of your souls. Of
this salvation the prophets have inquired and searched
carefully....the things which now have been reported to you
through those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy
Spirit sent from heaven — things which angels desire to look into.
(1 Peter 1:9, 10, 12)

It is this salvation, the salvation of our souls, which will result in our
glorification in the kingdom of heaven and the reception of rewards
because of our choice to follow Christ.

3) Salvation of the Body is the aspect of God’s redemptive plan for man
that is strictly future in its realization, determined at the return of the Lord
Jesus Christ when all Christians will stand before the Judgment seat
having raised bodies.

Not only that, but we also who have the firstfruits of the Spirit,
even we ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for the
adoption, the redemption of our body. (Romans 8:23)

However, only those believers who have denied themselves (died to their
flesh), have taken up their crosses and followed Christ during this
temporal life will be chosen out of the body of Christ, the Church, have
their bodies enswathed in glory, and be permitted to rule and reign with
Christ during the Messianic Era (Matthew 16:24-27). Those remaining
from the body of Christ, who did not deny themselves and produce fruit
(good works), will not be allowed to rule and reign with Christ during the
Messianic Era. And their bodies will not be enswathed in glory until after
the Messianic Era.

We find within the foundation laid in Genesis 1:1-2:3 concerning the
process of restoration of the ruined material creation, patterned after the
six days of work followed by a seventh day of rest, that it also presents
another facet, a picture of the process of our own salvation. The work
presented within each day of the six days of restoration represents a
process that every individual must exercise in order to find rest in the
seventh Day. It is a picture of the process of the successful Christian life,
an instructional overview of becoming an overcomer. Without exercising
this process, salvation of the soul will be denied.
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DAY ONE

Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. And God
saw the light, that it was good; and God divided the light from the
darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness He called
Night. So the evening and the morning were the first day. (Genesis
1:3)

The first day is the beginning point of restoration. God speaks into that
which is only darkness in order that light will shine. This is representative
of our spirit salvation, salvation by grace through faith. This represents
the Holy Spirit, our guarantee of Eternal salvation, the free gift of God,
bringing light and life to that which was only darkness and death. And
this is based solely and completely on the finished work of Christ at
Calvary. Day one begins the day we place our belief in the Lord Jesus
Christ (passing from death unto life), receiving the free gift of the Holy
Spirit, securing our eternal salvation. Now that we have received the
indwelling Holy Spirit, which is the light, and eternal salvation, day two
through day six presents another facet, something beyond the salvation we
presently possess. The following five days has to do with things
surrounding the salvation of the soul. And it is interesting to note that
God spends one day on spirit salvation and then five days on the salvation
of the soul.

DAY TWO

Then God said, “Let there be a firmament in the midst of the
waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters.” Thus God
made the firmament, and divided the waters which were under the
firmament from the waters which were above the firmament; and it
was so. And God called the firmament Heaven. So the evening
and the morning were the second day. (Genesis 1:6-8)

Subsequent to our new spiritual birth, passing from death unto life, we are
now in a position to recognize a division between our spirit and soul. We
now have a redeemed spirit; however we still possess an unredeemed soul.
The recognition of this division through the assimilation of God’s Word
will help us to realize the difference between things which are heavenly
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and things which are earthly. That which is associated with the heavenly:
“It is the Spirit who gives life” (John 6:63), and that which is associated
with the earthly: “The flesh profits nothing,” will become evident. The
believer will recognize those things which are spiritual and those which
are carnal; and the former must be exercised in the believer’s life in order
to advance to maturity. The separation of the carnal from the spiritual
must take place; it will require a separation from the world and, at the
same time, a commitment to follow the heavenly land.

DAY THREE

Then God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered
together into one place, and let the dry land appear”: and it was
so. And God called the dry land Earth, and the gathering together
of the waters He called Seas. And God saw that it was good. Then
God said, “Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb that yields
seed according to its kind, and the tree that yields fruit, whose seed
is in itself according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. So
the evening and the morning were the third day. (Genesis 1:9-13)

On the third day, God causes the dry land to appear from the midst of the
waters, formerly in the place of death, but now arising out of the water in
order that the earth can produce seeds and fruit. The number “three” in
Scripture means “divine perfection and completion; resurrection.”

The third day signifies resurrection, arising from the place of death to
newness of life. This is a picture of baptism when a believer commits to
dying to the flesh and walking according to the Spirit. It is the practice of
transforming from the “old man” to the “new man in Christ.” A perfect
example of this resurrection can be seen with the nation of Israel during
the Exodus. The crossing (putting to death) and arising (resurrection) out
of the Red Sea is the symbol of water baptism; it is the next requirement
for the salvation of the soul. Without water baptism, without putting to
death the flesh and walking according to the Spirit, one will not be able to
enter the kingdom of God.

Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born
of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.”
(John 3:5)
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The only way a Christian is able to produce fruit for the kingdom is to put
to death the flesh (the carnal desires and thoughts) and allow the Holy
Spirit to guide him (the fruit of the Spirit; being mindful of the things of
God).

Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ
Jesus were baptized into His death? Therefore we were buried
with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was
raised from the death by the glory of the Father, even so we also
should walk in newness of life. (Romans 6:3, 4)

Only those who are determined to die to the flesh and walk in the Spirit
will find themselves in a position as firstborn sons of God, qualified for
rulership: For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of
God (Romans 8:14).

DAY FOUR

Then God said, “Let there be lights in the firmament of the
heavens to divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs
and seasons, and for days and years; “and let them be for light in
the firmament of the heavens to give light on the earth’; and it was
SO.

Then God made two great lights: the greater light to rule the day,
and the lesser light to rule the night. He made the stars also. God
set them in the firmament of the heavens to give light on the earth,
and to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light
from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. So the evening
and the morning were the fourth day. (Genesis 1:14-19)

On the fourth day, God produced a further division of Day and Night by
creating the Sun, Moon and the Stars. They were created in order to mark
the passage of time and for the purpose that these lights were to give light
on the earth and to divide the day from the night. These lights have a dual
meaning. Christ is “the Light of the world.”

“I have come as a light into the world, that whoever believes in Me
should not abide in darkness.” (John 12:46)
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The Church, as part of the body of Christ, is also to be the “light of the
world.”

“You are the light of the world...Let your light so shine before men,
that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in
heaven.” (Matthew 5:14, 16)

A Christian is to receive the Light, by and through the study of the Word,
and then he is to shine this light for all to see (Luke 8:16-18). This light
represents the gospel of the glory of Christ, that which is brought forth
from above to shine on the earth.

...whose minds the god of this age has blinded, who do not believe,
lest the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image
of God, should shine on them. (2 Corinthians 4:4)

The greater light rules over the day and is more powerful than the lesser
light which rules over the night. Christ is the Light and Satan is the
Darkness; a symbol that represents a division of the light from the
darkness. A Christian is to walk in the light as “sons of the day,” not as
“sons of the darkness.”

You are all sons of light and sons of the day. We are not of the
night nor of darkness. Therefore let us not sleep, as others do, but
let us watch and be sober. For those who sleep, sleep at night,
and those who get drunk are drunk at night. But let us who are of
the day be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love, and
as a helmet the hope of salvation. (1 Thessalonians 5:5-8)

We are to be “sons of the light,” possessing the knowledge of the gospel
of the glory of Christ; and then we are to be “sons of the day,” walking or
abiding in the light and looking up unto Jesus, awaiting His return with the
hope of [soul] salvation.

DAY FIVE

Then God said, “Let the waters abound with an abundance of
living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the face of
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the firmament of the heavens.” So God created great sea
creatures and every living thing that moves, with which the waters
abounded, according to their kind, and every winged bird
according to its kind. And God saw that is was good. And God
blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the waters
in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” So the evening
and the morning were the fifth day. (Genesis 1:20-23)

The word “waters” in Scripture usually means “the Holy Spirit.” The
work of the Holy Spirit in the lives of Christians produces an abundance
of knowledge and good works for the building of the kingdom. Through
the continued revelation of the Spirit through the Word of God, Christians
are able to soar to great spiritual heights, abounding in good works.
Furthermore, just as the fish plumb the depths of the seas, so Christians
can plumb the depths of the deep things of God by the Spirit (1
Corinthians 2:10). We are to be fruitful in this and multiply the house of
the Lord.

DAY SIX

Then God said, “Let the earth bring forth the living creature
according to its kind: cattle and creeping thing and beast of the
earth, each according to its kind”; and it was so. And God made
the beast of the earth according to its kind, cattle according to its
kind, and everything that creeps on the earth according to its kind.
And God saw that it was good. Then God said, “Let Us make man
in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion
over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the
cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps
on the earth.”

So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He
created him; male and female He created them. Then God blessed
them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, fill the earth
and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the
birds of the air, and every living thing that moves on the earth.”

And God said, “See, I have given you every herb that yields seed
which is on the face of all the earth, and every tree whose fruit
yields seed; to you it shall be for food. “Also, to every beast of the
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earth, to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the
earth, in which there is life, |1 have given every green herb for
food”; and it was so. Then God saw everything that He had made,
and indeed it was very good. So the evening and the morning were
the sixth day. (Genesis 1:24-31)

On the sixth day, as part of the restorative process of the original material
creation, God created all of the living creatures that live on the earth; and
then He created man to have dominion over all living creatures and over
all of the earth. God commanded that man “be fruitful and multiply.”
And in order to do this, God provided everything man needed, such as the
herb that yields seed, and every fruit tree that yields seed. God provided
Christians with the food, which is the Word, in order that they may bear
more fruit and build the kingdom. God created all things on the earth for
man, so that man could prepare for their rule over the earth. The number
“six” in Scripture is the number for man — Man’s Day — a period of six
thousand years in which man is to “work out their own salvation” by being

“doers of the Word” in the hopes that he will rule over the earth in that
Seventh Day.

DAY SEVEN

Then the heavens and the earth, and all the host of them, were
finished. And on the seventh day God ended His work which He
had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all His work
which He had done. Then God blessed the seventh day and
sanctified it, because in it He rested from all His work which God
had created and made. (Genesis 2:1-3)

At the conclusion of this six day process, God’s work was completed and
He rested on the seventh day. God set apart and hallowed the seventh day
as the day of rest — the Messianic Era, which is yet to come.

There remains therefore a rest for the people of God. For he who
has entered His rest has himself also ceased from his works as God
did from His. Let us therefore be diligent to enter that rest, lest
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anyone fall according to the same example of disobedience.
(Hebrews 4:9-11)

A “rest” remains for the people of God, those who will have produced the
works laid out within the six days of restoration. This is the revealed way
in which God has outlined for man to journey. And this is why the
salvation of the soul — having to do with a participation with Christ as co-
heir on the Seventh Day — cannot be realized apart from accomplishing
this journey and producing the works from days two through six in the
Genesis account.
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Three-Part Salvation
Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to
Our likeness....” (Genesis 1:26)

God is a Tripartite:

Man is a Tripartite:

A A
y_ VN

Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely; and may
your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless at the coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Thessalonians 5:23, 24)

The Gift of Eternal Life

|

Salvation of the Spirit

Past tense Salvation:

(Romans 6:23; 2 Corinthians
5:5; Ephesians 2:8)

No Works required,
A Free Gift

Faith alone in Christ alone

The Reward of the
inheritance (Millennial Life)

Salvation of the Soul

Present tense Salvation:

(1 Corinthians 1:18; Hebrews 10:39;
James 1:21; 1 Peter 1:9)

Salvation of the Body

Future tense Salvation:
(Romans 8:23; 1 Corinthians
15:42-44; Philippians 3:20, 21)

Faith and Works required
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CHAPTER THREE

JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST
Introduction
For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.

For it is written: “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to
Me, and every tongue shall confess to God.”

So then each of us shall give account of himself to God. (Romans
14:10b-12)

Therefore we make it our aim, whether present or absent, to be
well pleasing to Him.

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that
each one may receive the things done in the body, according to
what he has done, whether good or bad. (2 Corinthians 5:9, 10)

It is evident in the Scriptures that all Christians will stand before the
Judgment Seat of Christ to give an account of all their works, whether
good or bad. This judgment will take place after the removal of all
Christians from the earth to heaven.

The events of the Judgment Seat of Christ will occur between the removal
of the Church (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18), and just before the Tribulation
upon the earth. In this present dispensation, Christ is ministering as our
High Priest, seated at the right hand of the Father (Hebrews 8:1). But
when the present dispensation comes to a close and Christ returns for His
Church, He will then be our Judge.

In Revelation 1:13ff, Christ is revealed wearing garments indicative of a
Judge, seen “clothed with a garment down to the feet and girded about the
chest with a golden band.” His presence as Judge is also revealed by His
appearance in which “His eyes like a flame of fire; His feet were like fine
brass, as if refined in a furnace, and His voice as the sound of many
waters...out of His mouth went a sharp two-edged sword, and His
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countenance was like the sun shining in its strength.” This description of
Christ is symbolic of His authority and power as Judge.

The words, “judgment seat,” are translated from the Greek word bema,
which is described as an elevated platform containing a magistrate’s chair.
The magistrate occupying this chair issued various decrees and judgments.
The word “bema” has been used in connection with the ancient Grecian
athletic games in Athens, as it contained a bema seat, an elevated platform
upon which sat an official. The use of the word “bema” in this respect can
show a partial comparison to the Judgment seat of Christ only when
dealing with rewards, as the official at the games did not pass any judicial
activity in connection with loss, only rewards for the victor.

However, at the Judgment seat of Christ, every participant in the race of
the faith will be judged, whether a victor or not; and depending on the
Judge’s determinations, rewards or loss will follow. In 1 Corinthians
9:24-27, Paul compared himself to a contestant in the Grecian games,
except with a different goal in view. He prepared himself spiritually, as a
contestant in the race of the faith, with his goal being the prize for the
incorruptible crown that does not fade away. Paul knew that he would
appear before Christ’s bema seat at the determined end of the contest and
would either be approved for the incorruptible crown or disapproved
(denied the crown and suffer loss). At the time of Paul’s death, he knew
that he had finished the race victoriously and that he would receive the
crown of righteousness in the Lord’s Day, at His Judgment seat.

| have fought the good fight, | have finished the race, | have kept
the faith. Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me
on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His
appearing. (2 Timothy 4:7, 8)

The Christian’s spirit-salvation [eternal salvation] does not automatically
qualify him at Christ’s Judgment seat to enter the Millennial Kingdom. It
only places him in a position where he can appear at Christ’s Judgment
seat. Otherwise, if he is not spiritually saved, he will not appear at His
Judgment seat; but, he will appear at the Great White throne judgment
[with the unsaved] after the Millennium (Revelation 20:7a, 11-15).
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Why are Christians judged? As seen in Genesis 1:26b, God created man
to rule and reign in His kingdom. However, man must prove worthy to be
awarded this position. Man was given a choice, in which he can choose to
be faithful or unfaithful to God. After Israel’s rejection of the kingdom of
the heavens (the heavenly aspect of the kingdom), the Church, composed
of both Jews and Gentiles, was brought into existence to be the recipient
of that part of the kingdom (Matthew 21:43). Subsequently, they must
appear in judgment to reveal their qualifications [by fire] for occupying
regal positions as a co-heir with Christ in the kingdom.

At the Judgment Seat of Christ, Christians will be judged on the basis of
“works,” whether these works were done out of faithfulness or
unfaithfulness; whether they were done in the flesh or in the spirit. They
will be judged by the Word in accordance to the Word. God has already
judged sin at Calvary, and was satisfied based on Christ’s completed work
— His sacrifice on the Cross. However, man having been redeemed
through the Spirit, is directly responsible for producing good works for the
Lord. God’s command to Christians is “work out your own salvation,” by
putting away sin from their lives. Christians refusing to expel sin from
their lives are producing works of the flesh and will be cut off from their
inheritance, but not from their eternal salvation.

The Greek word for “sin” is “harmartano” (Strong’s# G264) which
simply means “to miss the mark (and not share in the prize); to offend.”
Christians are to confess their sins and work at putting them away
completely — for the duration of their life. When sins are confessed they
are forgiven (1 John 1:9), as we have Christ presently interceding for us
as our High Priest (Hebrews 4:14ff). But those individuals who fail or
refuse to confess sin and who habitually sin will have to face their Judge at
His Judgment seat. Works will be judged to determine every Christian’s
placement in the Millennium, whether they produced good works [spiritual
works leading to righteousness] or bad works [fleshly works leading to
sin]. And every person shall give account of his works as they shall be
tested by fire.

For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid,
which is Jesus Christ. Now if anyone builds on this foundation with
gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw,
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each one’s work will become clear; for the Day will declare it,
because it will be revealed by fire,; and the fire will test each one’s
work, of what sort it is.

If anyone’s work which he has built on it endures, he will receive a
reward. If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he
himself will be saved, yet so as through fire. (1 Corinthians 3:11-
15)

During the judgment of the Church, there will be works that reflect the
value of “gold, silver, precious stones,” which will endure the fire and
gain rewards; and there will be works that reflect the value of “wood, hay,
straw,” which will burn in the fire and produce loss. Christians will be
judged on how they built upon the foundation, which is Jesus Christ,
throughout their life. If they allowed the Spirit of truth to work through
them, then they have built on this foundation with good works. If,
however, they have built on this foundation with works of the flesh, then
the works will not pass the test of fire. They themselves will be saved
(through [lit. “in” ] fire), yet suffer loss in the Millennium.

...that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious
than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to
praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ,

whom having not seen you love. Though now you do not see Him,
yet believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory,

receiving the end of your faith---the salvation of your souls.
(1 Peter 1:7-9)

At the Judgment seat of Christ, Christians will have shown to perform
works under the leadership of the Holy Spirit, which will be to their
“praise, honor, and glory,;” or they will have shown to perform works
under the leadership of their “old man” [flesh] and will be found to
shame, rejection and loss (2 Timothy 2:20, 21). This judgment has
everything to do with our placement in the coming Millennial kingdom. It
has nothing to do with our eternal salvation.

In Revelation chapter one, Christ is seen as Judge in the midst of the
seven complete Churches with Revelation chapter two and three
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providing the reason why these seven Churches (representing Christianity
as a whole) are to come under judgment. In each of the messages to the
seven Churches, Christ opens each Letter with the phrase, “I know your
works.” Then, each Church is presented with a description of their past
works, a call to repent, and concludes with an overcomer’s promise.

It will be our “works” at the Judgment seat of Christ that will be the
determining factor for rewards or loss. The word “overcome” is the Greek
word nikao, which means “to conquer” or “to gain a victory over.” The
“overcomers” are the conquerors, the victors in a contest; they are the ones
who will be successful in running the race of the faith during this present
age. Overcoming has to do with the one being “brought forth from
above” now being in the position where he can keep God’s
commandments and presently overcome the world. The expression,
“brought forth from above” (born from above—Luke 2:7; James 1:17,
18) is always used relative to the saved. The power to overcome is
derived from above, not from the individual — it is allowing the Spirit to
take leadership of the individual’s life to perform the work, and not the
flesh. These overcomers will be the ones to show “good works” at His
Judgment seat, which will pass the test of fire.

God is dealing exclusively with Christians in the present dispensation,
allowing them the grace and privilege of overcoming their soul-life and
bringing forth good works. At the end of this dispensation, at the
Judgment seat of Christ, man will reveal his works in response to the
privilege he was given. Therefore, Christians have been saved with a view
to bringing forth good works and overcoming their present life by
overcoming the world. The “world,” in this respect, refers to the present
world system that is under the rule and sway of Satan, a world system that
is about to pass out of existence. And the purpose of overcoming is with a
view to occupying regal positions with Christ in the heavenly kingdom,
positions that are Millennial in scope.

Overcoming simply means to follow the footsteps of Christ, steps that are
connected with suffering during this present time; but afterwards, with
glory during the Millennium. The sufferings of Christ — His shame,
reproach, rejection and pain on the Cross — were endured with a view to
the throne. He overcame because of the “joy that was set before Him”
(Hebrews 12:2) — the hope of glory. And the call has gone forth for
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Christians to overcome as He overcame for the same reason — to ascend
the throne, to rule and reign with Him.

Many Christians are completely unaware of their offered inheritance, the
Judgment seat of Christ and the salvation of the soul. They have been
exposed to the teachings of only one part of their salvation, the salvation
of the spirit, and therefore are only familiar with the gospel of grace,
which centers on faith apart from works. This teaching attempts to apply
all Scriptural references to the topic of “salvation,” solely to the salvation
that we presently possess; thereby removing all scriptural truth having to
do with our future salvation, with millennial verities in view. This has
produced much confusion, complacency and indolence in Christendom.
Be careful when hearing what man has to say about this matter. The Word
of God alone contains the correct information to properly address this
doctrine.

The result of being in this darkened state of mind is that a Christian will
not be properly prepared to face his judgment at the close of this
dispensation and will find himself at a great loss. As prophesied in the
Scriptures, many Christians today walk as in the days of Noah, unprepared
to face their Lord, and living as though nothing of significance will
transpire in the future. They live to eat, drink and be merry without any
thought of their future judgment or without any view of the kingdom to
come. They involve themselves in the affairs of this present world system
ruled under the “god of this age [Satan]” (2 Corinthians 4:4), which will
result in they being overcome by the world rather than they overcoming
the world.

Only those Christians who involve themselves in the Word of God and
produce fruit will be the overcomers to inherit with Christ (Matthew
21:43; John 15:1-8). Christ Himself, when He was tempted by Satan,
revealed that the way to overcome Satan and his temptation is by use of
the Word of God (Matthew 4:4). Just as Christ overcame, having
suffered through his rejection, shame and reproach, culminated at Calvary;
we, in like manner, are called to overcome, by occupying our proper place
in the face of suffering. When Christ returns to earth the second time, He
will exalt overcoming Christians in His kingdom, just as God the Father
exalted Christ when He overcame the world (John 16:33; 17:4, 5).
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Christ is currently seated at the right hand of the Majesty on high and is
awaiting the time when He will establish His kingdom. Until then,
Christians are expected to “do business” (KIV: “occupy”) until Christ
sets up His kingdom (Luke 19:12-15). Even now, preparations are taking
effect for the manifestation of climatic events, events prophesied through
Moses and all the prophets, which will bring this dispensation to a close.
Everything in this world is moving in the direction as God planned, for
His will and purpose will be fulfilled.

The present dispensation will soon end and Scripture presents the rapture
and resurrection of the Church and their appearance at the Judgment seat
of Christ as the next prophetic event that will mark the near termination of
this dispensation. At the Judgment seat of Christ, Scripture presents the
Church in a dual fashion, those who are overcomers — a small remnant of
faithful Christians — and those who are not, both elements seen in the
seven Churches described in Revelation chapters two and three.

At the Judgment Seat of Christ, every Christian will receive “a just
reward,” (Hebrews 2:2, 3), a just payment that will commensurate with
that which is revealed by his works. Every Christian will “receive the
things done in his body, according to what he has done, whether good or
bad.” (2 Corinthians 5:10).  Those Christians who are overcomers
during this lifetime will be those who have performed good works through
the Spirit — “some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty” (Matthew
13:23). And because some will produce more fruit than others, they will
occupy higher positions in the kingdom. There will be different levels of
rewards presented, depending on the amount of works performed and
judged worthy.

Likewise, non-overcoming Christians will be those who have performed
bad works of the flesh, through an unholy affiliation with the world, and
will receive the punishment reserved for them outside of the kingdom.
Different levels of punishment will be distributed to them, depending on
the outlay and severity of their bad works performed during this present
age.

In Revelation 3:14-22, the account of the Laodicean Church, a prophetic
account of the last days of this present age, Christ stands ready to assist
any Christian who will submit to Him, as He knocks, saying,
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“If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to
him and dine with him, and he with Me.”

This invitation is bestowed upon each individual Christian of the
Laodicean Church of today. The questions we must ask ourselves are this:
Do | want to commit my life to becoming an overcomer? Do | want to
inherit the kingdom in the age to come and sit with Christ on His throne?

The overcomer’s promise, given to each of the seven Churches in
Revelation chapters two and three, is connected with rewards, regality,
crowns, and glory in the kingdom of the heavens during the coming
Messianic Era. From decisions and determinations at the Judgment seat of
Christ, Christians will either come into possession of these things or they
will lose it all for one thousand years. The determinations will be based
solely on the Christian’s “works” during his lifetime on earth, which will
reflect his love and service to Christ or his failure to do so.

The aspect of overcoming in each of the seven Letters to the Churches in
Revelation chapters two and three is related to conditions that each
particular Church was experiencing; and although there were seven
promises relative to overcoming given to these seven Churches, each
promise should not be considered unique to any one Church. The number
“seven” in Scripture shows completeness for that which is in view. Since
seven Churches were addressed, this reveals the complete Church to
which all of the overcomer promises apply; and, all will be realized by
overcoming Christians during the Messianic Era. In other words, all
works, the need to repent, and the overcomer’s promises given to the
seven Churches of that day are applicable to all Christians today.

It is also evident that these seven Letters to these Churches, due to the
order in which they have been arranged by God, present another truth.
Beginning with the Church in Ephesus and ending with the Church in
Laodicea, it is evident that these Churches present an overall view of
Church history, covering the entire present dispensation. The order in
which these Churches are addressed reflect the deteriorating condition of
the Church as a whole throughout this dispensation.

A “dispensation” is an administration within a period of time
during which God is allowing man to be tested in order to
determine his ability to rule the earth. There have been three
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dispensations of two thousand years each since Adam and from
Pentecost to the end of this age marks the third and final
dispensation — more on this in Chapter four.

Furthermore, the conditions addressed in each Church, beginning with
those in the Church in Ephesus who “left their first love,” are not
problems unique to any one Church or period of time; rather, they
represent problems that have continued to exist within the Church since its
beginning. Consequently, all of the warnings to Christians in these Letters
also apply to all Christians throughout this dispensation.

The warnings presented to the Churches in each of the Letters in
Revelation chapter’s two and three cover distinct consequence, all related
to the failure to “overcome.” With the Church in Ephesus, it is the
removal of its “lampstand from its place” (Revelation 2:5), which is an
implication of being removed from a position of rulership within the
kingdom during the Millennium. With the Church in Smyrna, to
overcome is “not to be hurt by the second death” (Revelation 2:11),
which is associated with the “lake of fire” in Revelation 20:14. This
brings one to the conclusion that Christians who fail to overcome during
this lifetime will be in fact “hurt by the second death,” a consequence
involving “the lake of fire.”

Fortunately, this determination, as with all determinations that emanate
from the Judgment Seat of Christ, will only be applicable during the
Messianic Era, the thousand year reign of Christ, which will transpire
following the seven year Tribulation period upon the earth. It has nothing
to do with eternal verities.

Therefore, experiencing the second death in the lake of fire would be
synonymous with the loss of one’s soul salvation in the age to come. It
would mean experiencing death in relation to the soul, being separated
from Christ and from the life experiences of the riches and glory in the
kingdom.

It has been prophesied almost two millennia ago that at the near close of
this dispensation, the Church as a whole will have completely fallen away
from the faith. In Luke 18:8, Jesus’ question concerning the condition of
the Church at the end of this dispensation demands (in the Greek) a
negative answer:



A Life to Overcome m

...Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will He really find
[the] faith on the earth?

At the Judgment Seat of Christ, every Christian will find himself in one of
two camps. He will either occupy a position of honor and glory or he will
occupy a position of shame and disgrace. This judgment of the Church
(before the Tribulation), as well as all other judgments (Israel and the
saved Gentiles after the Tribulation) will transpire at the end of this age
and will only pertain to the Millennial kingdom, pictured for us in John
5:24-30,

“Do not marvel at this, for the hour is coming in which all who are
in the graves will hear His voice and come forth — those who have
done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done
evil, to the resurrection of condemnation.

I can of Myself do nothing. As I hear, I judge; and My judgment is
righteous, because | do not seek My own will but the will of the
Father who sent Me.” (John 5:28-30)

Judgment is undeniably forthcoming and no one is immune to it. Man has
been given the opportunity and the choice to prepare for their judgment
and for Christ’s return — the invitation is to overcome with the goal of
occupying a regal position with Christ in the coming kingdom.

Christians have been called to “bear fruit,” to get out of their country and
take the journey to another land that God will show them — this means for
us to be disconnected from this world or the things of this world. Rather,
we are to prepare ourselves with divine good works, with a view to
occupying the throne with Christ in the Millennial Kingdom.
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CHAPTER THREE - PART ONE

FEAR OF THE LORD

Knowing that one day soon we will be judged by our Lord Jesus Christ to
determine where we will spend the coming Messianic Era of one thousand
years should instill the fear of the Lord in each of us; the fear of not
pleasing Him and not entering the kingdom of heaven. Having the fear of
the Lord gives us the incentive and enthusiasm to seek Him daily, by
studying His Word, in order to know what it is we need to do to please
Him and to enter “His rest.”

The fear of the Lord then has to do with issues surrounding the Judgment
Seat of Christ:

Therefore, since a promise remains of entering His rest, let us fear
lest any of you seem to have come short of it. (Hebrews 4:1)

Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my
presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your
own salvation with fear and trembling;

for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good
pleasure.” (Philippians 2:12)

Scripture presents the fear of the Lord as the beginning of wisdom:

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and the
knowledge of the Holy One is understanding. (Proverbs 9:10)

Contrary to the opinion of many within Christendom, the Bible
(Scripture), a product of the Holy Spirit through the agency of select
individuals (2 Timothy 3:16, 17; 2 Peter 1:20, 21; John 16:5ff), is a
Book that can only be “spiritually discerned” and therefore can only be
understood by Christians who are being led by the Holy Spirit. This is
clearly explained by the Apostle Paul in his first epistle to the “church of
God which is at Corinth.”

These things we also speak, not in words which man’s wisdom
teaches but which the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual
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things with spiritual.

But the natural [unsaved or carnal] man does not receive the things
of the Spirit of God, for they [things of the Spirit] are foolishness to
him; nor can he know them, because they [things of the Spirit] are
spiritually discerned. (1 Corinthians 2:13, 14)

Gnosis is the Greek word for “knowledge,” and Epignosis emphasizes this
word to mean a ‘“higher, full, or mature knowledge.” Christians, by the
indwelling Holy Spirit (John 14:17; 16:13; 1 John 2:27) have the ability
to receive the epignosis of the Word of God. In and through the study of
the Word, Christians have the ability to rightly divide the Word, and
within this knowledge, they will come to understand the things concerning
their future judgment, things associated with “the fear of the Lord.”

The fear of the Lord leads to life, and he who has it will abide in
satisfaction; he will not be visited with evil. (Proverbs 19:24)

The fear of the Lord prolongs days, but the years of the wicked will
be shortened. (Proverbs 10:27)

And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul.
But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in
hell [Greek: Gehenna].” (Matthew 10:28)

Fear and reverence for God motivates us to remain steadfast in His Word
and in turn, to work at being transformed into the image of Christ. The
word “fear” in Scripture is the Greek word, phobos, which means “terror,
fear, apprehension.” It is a fear relative to events at the Judgment Seat of
Christ. This fearful mindset prepares us to be ready for the Lord by
producing fruit through the Spirit, eagerly waiting for His return and
having the hope of being found worthy at our future judgment. God says
wisdom and understanding of His Word produces a fear of the Lord, a
foundational principal to our spiritual growth. God commands all
Christians to acquire and develop wisdom and understanding by
consuming His Word so that they may produce fruit, which will lead to
their approval at the Judgment Seat of Christ and to their qualification for
entrance into the kingdom.
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My son, if you receive my words, and treasure my commands
within you, So that you incline your ear to wisdom, and apply your
heart to understanding;

Yes, if you cry out for discernment, and lift up your voice for
understanding, If you seek her (wisdom) as silver, and search for
her as for hidden treasures;

Then you will understand the fear of the Lord, and find the
knowledge of God. (Proverbs 2:1)

Wisdom is the principal thing; Therefore get wisdom. And in all
your getting, get understanding. Exalt her, and she will promote
you; she will bring you honor, when you embrace her.

She will place on your head an ornament of grace; A crown of
glory she will deliver to you. (Proverbs 4:7-9)

Many believe that the Judgment Seat of Christ is strictly for rewards, not
loss, and that all Christians will be highly rewarded after they are raptured.
But Scripture tells otherwise.

...knowing, therefore, the terror of the Lord, we persuade men...
(2 Corinthians 5:11)

Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which cannot be
shaken, let us have grace, by which we may serve God acceptably
with reverence and godly fear. For our God is a consuming fire.
(Hebrews 12:28, 29)

The previous Scriptures associate the Judgment Seat of Christ with
knowing the terror of the Lord. If all Christians are being presented with
rewards, why should there be any terror of the Lord? Why should we
persuade men if there is no loss?

Examples of the Judgment Seat of Christ are presented in the parables
within the Books of Matthew and Luke. A parable is a truth given in
story form that explains a previously revealed truth. Parables were
extensively used by our Lord to teach the “mysteries of the kingdom,”
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which were to be received and understood by the saints. They were not
for Israel, whose hearts were dull and could not understand them.

In Matthew 25:14-30, the parable of the talents, we have presented a
pictorial representation of the Lord's judgment to His sons. Jesus Christ is
the Man who is to go away to a far country, to receive a kingdom and then
to return. He left his servants (Christians) with His goods (meaning His
personal possessions), and each were given a different amount of talents
[monetary value] according to their abilities. They were to do business of
trading the talents they were given while He was away. The servant who
was given five talents traded them for five more and the one given two
talents traded them for two more. But the one given one talent, hid the
talent, and did nothing with it. When the Man returned, He came back to
reckon with the servants, so that they could give account of what they had
done with the talents that they were given. The servants who had doubled
their portion of talents, were rewarded from the Lord, saying,

“Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful in
little things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the
joy of your Lord." (Matthew 25:21)

But the servant who did nothing with the talent he was given was rebuked
by his Lord, who called him a “wicked and lazy servant® (Matthew
25:26) and cast him into the outer darkness where there was weeping and
gnashing of teeth (an eastern expression that signifies sorrow and regret).

This parable presents a clear picture of what the future holds for all
Christians at the Judgment Seat of Christ. It presents the account of Jesus
Christ when He ascended to heaven to prepare a kingdom followed by the
prophecy of His return for His Church. He has left His servants, the
Church, with His goods (i.e., the Holy Spirit and the Word of God) in
order that they may produce good works for the building of His kingdom
during this present time. When Christ returns He will judge His servants
according to the works they have done.

A life composed of works done in the power of the Holy Spirit will result
in rewards and in entering the kingdom. A life composed of works done
in the flesh will result in loss and being cast into outer darkness, the
darkness outside of Christ’s presence. Christians, at this point, will be
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shown to be either qualified or disqualified to occupy positions of power
and authority with Christ in the kingdom.

But in accordance with your hardness and your impenitent heart
you are treasuring up for yourself wrath in the day of wrath and
revelation of the righteous judgment of God,

who will render to each one according to his deeds, eternal (in this
context, means “age-lasting” or “millennial”) life to those who by
patient continuance in doing good seek for glory, honor and
immortality;

but to those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but
obey unrighteousness---indignation and wrath, tribulation and
anguish, on every soul of man who does evil, of the Jew first and
also of the Greek;

but glory, honor, and peace to everyone who works what is good,
to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For there is no partiality
with God. (Romans 2:5-11)

In the previous Scripture, Christians are divided into two categories, those
walking in the light and those walking in darkness. Those Christians who
continue harboring sins of the flesh [walking in darkness] will be
treasuring up wrath in the Day of wrath, and only those Christians who
patiently endure in divine good works [walking in the light] will possess
Millennial life.

There is even a greater warning given to a distinct group of Christians,
which is revealed in the Book of Hebrews:

For if we sin willfully [fall away; apostatize] after we have
received the knowledge [epignosis] of the truth, there no longer
remains a sacrifice for sin, but a certain fearful expectation of
judgment and a fiery indignation which will devour the
adversaries. (Hebrews 10:26, 27)

How can this sin differ from any other sin that Christians can commit and
confess? The only way to properly understand the “willful sin” in
Hebrews 10:26, for which there is no sacrifice [no repentance], is to view
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it within the context of the Book of Hebrews. The matter pertaining to
this sin has to do with “so great a salvation” (Hebrews 2:3), a salvation
relative to the land that God has promised — the occupation of which
requires a firm belief (faith) in God’s Word. Within the scope of this
salvation, the Book of Hebrews relates this “willful sin” back to the type,
the Israelites (less Joshua and Caleb) at Kadesh-Barnea and their refusal to
believe God’s promise, to go into the Promised Land and to possess it —
the land that God had called them to inherit. And because of their
rebellion against God, which clearly demonstrated their lack of faith
(Hebrews 4:2; 10:36-39), they committed a sin against God for which
there was no sacrifice (Numbers 13).

Because of Israel’s lack of faith in believing God’s promise that they
could enter and successfully occupy the land of Canaan, even after
witnessing God’s miraculous acts of Israel’s deliverance from Egypt, God
would no longer permit them (except Joshua and Caleb who did in fact
demonstrate proper faith in God’s promise) to occupy Canaan; but instead,
confined them to the wilderness for a period of forty years, until all
(except for Joshua and Caleb) who were twenty years of age and older
died (Numbers 14). And even though Israel realized their most serious
error and exercised repentance (a change of mind), God would not repent
regarding His judgment.

Because of the willful sin (apostasy) that they committed against the Lord,
there was no room for repentance. The word “apostasy” is the Greek word
apostasia (Strong’s #G646) which means “defection from truth; falling
away; forsake.”

And Christians, as the antitype, can commit the same exact sin relative to
the heavenly land, the kingdom of the heavens, for which they have been
called. This willful sin has to do with falling away or “apostasy” after a
Christian has come into a mature knowledge of the Word of the kingdom
— the things surrounding the heavenly Promised Land.

When one turns back after receiving the message of the kingdom, a
kingdom which God has prepared for him and is founded upon Christ’s
sacrifice at Calvary, then he has committed this willful sin. This will
ultimately result in the Christian failing to come into possession of this “so
great a salvation” at the Judgment Seat of Christ. A Christian committing
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this act of apostasy, according to Hebrews 10:29, has sinned against
Christ’s work at Calvary, considering it a common thing:

Of how much worse punishment, do you suppose, will he be
thought worthy who has trampled the Son of God underfoot,
counted the blood of the covenant by which He was sanctified a
common thing, and insulted the Spirit of grace?

Before the foundation of the world, God’s ultimate plan and purpose for
His Son was to award Him a kingdom. Because He regards this matter at
the highest level of importance, He considers the “willful sin” (apostasy,
i.e. falling away) of a kingdom believer to be committing an act of
complete rejection against Christ and an act of insult against the Spirit.
The word trampled in the Scripture above is the Greek word katapateo
(Strong’s #G2662) which means “to reject with disdain: — trample, tread
(down, underfoot).

The Judgment Seat of Christ for some believers will be an awesome and
glorious day, but for others it will be the most terrifying day they will ever
experience. For those who do not study the Scriptures and are deceived
into thinking that the Lord is not a judging or vengeful God, but is always
a rewarding God, resulting in their failure to follow or fear Him, they will
be totally horrified on that Day of judgment.

“For we know Him who said, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,”
says the Lord. And  again, “The Lord will judge His people.” It
is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. (Hebrews
10:30, 31)

At that time, the fear of the Lord will be realized and a just payment will
be rendered. Those Christians will wish they were back on earth going
through the Tribulation! The good news is that one can repent and make
the right choice to know and follow Him right now.
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CHAPTER THREE - PART TWO

REWARDS OR LOSS

(Continuation of the Prologue)

After Jacob (Brave Heart) was found worthy at the Judgment Seat of
Christ, he leaves the throne room and enters the kingdom. He is
immediately escorted to the wedding hall where John the Baptist is there
waiting for him along with others who will make up the bride.

As he enters the kingdom he wonders how many more will be entering
behind him. He is overwhelmed with joy! As he glances down at himself
he realizes he is now a spirit with a glorious body, gleaming like the rays
of the sun. He feels amazing as he comes to a thorough understanding of
Paul’s words to the Christians in Philippi when he wrote,

For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait
for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly
body that it may be conformed to His glorious body, according to
the working by which He is able even to subdue all things to
Himself. (Philippians 3:20, 21).

He feels free from mental and physical pain, that which he had endured on
earth. All that he feels now is joy within, and his body feels light and airy
but full of strength and power. He is perfect in every way now, and ready
to serve the Lord.

John glances at Brave Heart and says,

"Wait here, and when the marriage supper is set up, it will be two
thousand three hundred days from now on the Sabbath. But for
now, Christ our Lord will begin with the opening of the seals as we
witness the beginning of tribulation on earth, such as never
before.”
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Brave Heart asks,
"What is it that | should do until then?
John replies,

"As a friend of the Bridegroom, | have been appointed to arrange
the preliminaries of the wedding, to manage the wedding, and to
preside at the wedding feast. Follow me and we will begin
preparing for the marriage supper as we wait for the rest of the
bride. After the wedding, you will be preparing for your rule over
the cities of the earth in accordance with the Lord's instructions.
But first, He must leave for a short while to conquer the nations
and the beast on the earth. Then He will return and your reign will
begin. Congratulations! Rejoice over your reign in the kingdom!"

With many questions floating in his mind, Brave Heart asks,

"Thank you, and may | ask how many others will be attending?"
John answers,

"Christ is the Judge, many were called, but few will be chosen."

During the next two days, other overcomers arrive at the wedding hall,
assisting with the preparation of the wedding feast. On the third day, the
commencement of the opening of the seals is ready to begin.

The multitudes enter the throne room of God. He who sits on the throne is
like a sardius stone in appearance, like the rays of the sun. Around the
throne are twenty-four thrones, and on the thrones are twenty-four elders
seated, clothed in white robes with crowns of gold on their heads. And
from the throne proceeds lightening’s, thundering’s, and voices. Seven
lamps of fire are burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of
God.
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Twenty-four Elders (above) and Crown (below)
(The holy angels will relinquish their crowns to Christ for His bride)
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Then the twenty-four elders fall down before God in the throne room of
heaven where He is seated and they worship Him, and they cast their
crowns before the throne, saying,

"You are worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honor and power;
for You created all things, and by Your will they exist and were
created.”

In the right hand of God who sits on the throne is a scroll written inside
and on the back, which is sealed with seven seals. And when Christ the
Lamb, who is in the midst of the throne, took the scroll out of the right
hand of God, four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fall down
before the Lamb, each having a harp, and golden bowls full of incense,
which are the prayers of the saints.

And they sang a new song, saying,

“You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals; for You
were slain, and have redeemed us to God by Your blood out of
every tribe and tongue and people and nation, and have made us
kings and priests to our God; and we shall reign on the earth.”

Afterwards, many angels who are around the throne, the number of them
is ten thousand times ten thousand, and then thousands of thousands, say
with a loud voice:

"Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and riches
and wisdom, and strength and honor and glory and blessing!"

Then the Lamb opens the first seal; and one of the four living creatures
says with a voice like thunder,

"Come and see."

Brave Heart and the multitudes watch as the Antichrist conquers with the
spirit of delusion throughout all the nations of the world. This is the
beginning of sorrows. The Tribulation has begun. Antichrist makes a
covenant of peace with Israel and they begin rebuilding the Holy Temple.
The Jewish leaders bring into effect the Levitical laws and sacrifices
associated with the Temple. There is much chaos in the world and
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everyone, rich and poor, small and great are looking to the Antichrist to
bring peace and prosperity. Three and a half years have just gone by.

Ensuing, the Lamb opens the second seal. Antichrist breaks the covenant
with Israel by bringing an end to sacrifice and offering. He enters and
damages the Temple, placing his image in it for all to worship or be killed.
War, bloodshed and killing are rampant as the Antichrist seeks to slay the
Jewish people. This is the commencement of the Great Tribulation. The
Jewish people are told to run for their lives, to flee to the mountains where
God has prepared a safe haven for them. Brave Heart watches intensely as
he remembers reading about this so many times.

As the Lamb opens the third seal, there is complete silence in the throne
room. A drought strikes the lands, therefore prices for wheat, barley and
produce are extremely high. After much war and death, the aftermath is
worldwide famine. Antichrist takes control of the currency, the food and
the people as he causes all, both small and great, rich and poor, to receive
a mark on their right hand or on their forehead in order that no one may
buy or sell except one who has the mark of the beast.

When He opens the fourth seal, some of the witnesses cry as they see
widespread death on earth. This is the inevitable consequence of the first
three seals: killing, extreme famine and pestilence. Brave Heart watches
intensely at the horrific scene that is taking place on earth. This Holocaust
is far worse than the last. Millions of Jews are being taken captive and
sold as slaves to the nations worldwide and millions of others are
slaughtered.

Christ opens the fifth seal and everyone in the throne room can see under
the altar the souls of those who had been slain for the Word of God and for
their testimony. They cry out to God with a loud voice to give vengeance
on the wicked. Each martyr is given a white robe and told to rest until
God's appointed time. His vengeance will come in His perfect time.
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THE GREAT TRIBULATION on earth
(Israel and the Gentile Nations)
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The sixth seal opens and there is a great earthquake, shaking one end of
the earth to the other, which signifies the collapse of the governments of
the earth marking the near end of the world. The nation’s leaders watch
the desolation of their commerce and power. There is complete
destruction of governments worldwide. God avenges the saints who were
slain by those who worshipped Antichrist as He releases demons from the
bottomless pit to torture them. Others hide in mountainous caves and
rocks, but no matter how strong and mighty their defense, they cannot
stand. As these judgments occur, many people continue to curse God,
refusing to repent.

The overcomers witnessing all of this in the throne room in heaven are so
thankful to God that they are safe in the kingdom. One overcomer is
astonished with the people’s actions, saying,

"Why don’t the men on earth repent?!"

But God has put it in the people’s hearts to be deceived by the beast. At
this time the Jewish people cry out to the Lord in repentance and He hears
their cry. Angels are instructed to remove any hindrance that prevents the
nations and the Antichrist from moving into Israel, to prepare for the battle
of Armageddon in which Satan, the beast and the false prophet persuade
the kings of the whole world to battle against Israel. The armies of the
world are being gathered by demonic spirits in an attempt to destroy
Christ, His army of angels and the nation of Israel. The Son of Man is
now preparing for His second return to earth to battle against them and to
redeem Israel.

...Meanwhile, in the heavenly throne room, the time has come for the
wedding to begin.

The twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fall down and worship
God who sat on the throne, saying,

"Amen! Alleluia!”
Then a voice came from the throne, saying,

"Praise our God, all you His servants and those who fear Him, both
small and great!"
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A great multitude responds, as the sound of many waters and as the sound
of mighty thundering, saying,

"Alleluia! For the Lord God Omnipotent reigns! Let us be glad and
rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has
come, and His bride has made herself ready."

And to the bride it is granted that she be arrayed in fine linen, clean and
bright, for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints. In unison they
all stand and proclaim,

"Blessed are we who are called to the marriage supper of the
Lamb!"

Each overcomer's new name is announced and presented to Christ as His
bride. As each one walks up to the throne, colorful lights are shining
everywhere and the angels are playing beautiful music. All of the bride
watch in amazement!

The wedding feast is celebrated for several days, with singing, dancing
and conversing. On the last day, the Bridegroom says,

"Rest, for my army of angels and | will go to conquer the kings of
the earth and the beast, and then | will return. Be prepared to rule
and reign over the cities of the earth.”

The bride follows Christ to the great kingdom hall of many rooms where
they will dwell. The construction of its wall is of jasper; and the hall is
pure gold, like clear glass. There is no need of the sun or moon or any
other form of light to shine on it, for the glory of the Lord illuminates it.
And the bride shall walk in its light with the Bridegroom forever.

Meanwhile, the servant who lost his inheritance had a different fate
awaiting him when he was thrust out into outer darkness, bound hand and
foot. While the whole kingdom inside is brilliantly lit with the presence
of the Lord, outside is total darkness where the unfortunate man has been
cast. There is no joy or peace, but weeping, wailing and gnashing of teeth
at being deprived of the pleasures forfeited. What utter regret and sorrow!
He failed to have his soul saved and will now have to remain outside the
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kingdom for one thousand years in darkness. And many, many others are
now following the footsteps of the unworthy servant.

When the massive gates of the kingdom shut behind them, many continue
to stand there for days knocking at the door and saying,

"Lord, Lord, open for us!"

And the Lord answers,
"I do not know you."

Then one unworthy servant says,
"Lord, Lord, have I not prophesied in Your name, and have | not
diligently attended Your house of worship on behalf of myself and
my family?"

And then the Lord answers,

"I tell you I do not know you; depart from Me, you worker of
iniquity.”

The others behind him begin to weep and wail with despair. They all cry
out,

"Lord, Lord, save us from this misery of darkness!"

Once again, they are rejected from entering the kingdom for one thousand
years until the Eternal Ages begin.

As Christ prepares His return to earth, four angels are instructed to stand at
the four corners of the earth, holding the four winds, to protect the
judgment from harming the 144,000 Jews who are to be sealed with God's
name on their foreheads. Then, multitudes from the Great Tribulation
appear in the throne room of God. In view of the great loss of life during
this time period, martyrdom was their means of escape.

Then one of the elders said, "One has asked, ‘Who are these arrayed in
white robes, and from where did they come from?” I replied that these are
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the ones who came out of the Great Tribulation, and who have washed
their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore,
they are before the throne of God, and serve Him day and night in His
temple.”

Christ then proclaims,

"Behold, I am coming as a thief! Blessed is he who watches, and
keeps his garments, lest he walks naked and they see his shame!
My Hour has come. My Day has arrived!"

During the last three and a half years of the Tribulation, the power of the
unholy trinity (Satan, Antichrist and the false prophet) is poured out upon
earth. Satan (the dragon) gives his power, his throne and his great
authority over Gentile world power to the Antichrist (the beast from the
sea) and to the false prophet (the beast from the earth). The two beasts
form a political and religious alliance to deceive all who dwell on the
earth. Antichrist is given a voice speaking great things, and he is given
authority to rule over every nation. The false prophet exercises all of the
authority of Antichrist in his presence and convinces many to worship the
Antichrist.

The false prophet performs great signs, even making fire come down from
heaven onto earth in the sight of men. He tells the earth dwellers to make
an image of the Antichrist who was wounded by the sword and lived.
Then the false prophet is granted power from Satan to give life and speech
to the statue. The statue will then cause many to be killed who will not
worship him. Furthermore, he causes all, both small and great, rich and
poor, to receive a mark on their right hand or forehead so that no one will
be able to buy or sell except those that have the mark of the Antichrist.
This gives rise to the wrath of God as He makes ready to pour out His
vengeance from heaven.

The reaping of the earth's harvest is ready to commence. Many followers
of the beast will be killed and Christ will recover the remnant of His
people who are left from the four corners of the earth. An angel flying in
the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach to every
person on earth, says with a loud voice to the saints,
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"Fear God and give glory to Him, for the hour of His judgment has
come; and worship Him who made heaven and earth, the sea and
springs of water."

The bride of Christ, composed of all overcomers including Brave Heart,
are ready for their Bridegroom to begin His reign as King of kings and
Lord of lords. For the last seven years, the bride has been preparing to
rule and reign according to the Lord's instructions. Now she will watch as
the Lord battles Satan and his army on earth.

Just then the gates to the throne open and Christ rides in on a white horse.
The angels and the twenty four elders fall down and worship Him, saying,

"Amen! Alleluia! Praise our God, all you His servants and those
who fear Him, both small and great!"

Brave Heart and the rest of the bride rise and with a great voice shout,

"Alleluial! For the Lord God Omnipotent reigns! Let us be glad and
rejoice and give Him glory!"

As he sees the heavens open, Brave Heart says,

“Awesome is our God! In righteousness He judges and makes
war!"

The Lord's eyes are like a flame of fire, and on his head are many crowns.
He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood and on His thigh a name written:
KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. And the armies of angels in
heaven follow Him in white horses.

Christ returns to the earth with His angelic army, gathers together the
whole house of Israel from the four corners of the world and brings them
back to their land, where He pleads His case with them there. The eyes of
Israel now perceive and they now believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. An
angel standing in the sun cries with a loud voice, saying to all the birds
that fly in the midst of heaven,

"Come and gather together for the supper of the great God, to feast
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on the carcasses of the armies who are against Christ."

Antichrist, the kings of the earth and their armies are gathered together
ready to make war against Christ and His army. With great wrath, they
march towards each other. Upon Christ’s fierce command and His rod
held high, Christ’s army captures the Antichrist along with the false
prophet and both are cast alive into the lake of fire that burns with
brimstone. Those who compose the rest of the army of Antichrist are slain
with the sword which proceeds from the mouth of Christ, and all the birds
are filled with their flesh. The kingdoms of men have been brought down.

A third angel comes down from heaven, holding the key to the bottomless
pit and a great chain in his hand. He lays hold of Satan and casts him into
the bottomless pit with the other fallen angels, locks him up, and sets a
seal on him, so that he should no longer deceive the nations until the
thousand years are finished.

Then, Christ returns to His kingdom wearing the diadems, crowns that
were taken from Satan and the other fallen angels. He sits on His throne
to commence judgment on the Tribulation martyrs and the saved Gentiles
who came out of the Tribulation alive. Many of them were tortured and
slain for the Word of God and for the testimony which they held. Others
were slaughtered because they had not worshiped the Antichrist or his
image, and had not received his mark. And they are awarded the honor
and privilege to live and reign with Christ for one thousand years. But the
remaining saved Gentiles are found unworthy and are cast out.

Then Christ opens the seventh seal, and there is complete silence in
heaven for about half an hour. Seven angels stand before God, and they
are given seven trumpets. Then another angel, having a golden censer,
comes and stands at the altar. He is given much incense, which is the
prayers of the saints, and offers it upon the golden altar that is before the
throne. And from the angel’s hand the smoke from the burning incense
ascends before God! The angel takes the censer, fills it with fire from the
altar, and throws it to the earth. And there are noises, thundering,
lightning, and an earthquake. This marks Christ’s completion of the
redemption of the inheritance.

A loud voice is heard from the throne out of the temple of heaven, from
the throne, proclaiming, "It is done!"
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CHRIST’S RETURN/BATTLE OF ARMAGEDDON
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Ensuing, Christ commences the ceremony of the crowning of His bride.
The multitudes gather together in front of the throne of God. One by one,
Christ announces their rewards and instructions of rulership. As each
overcomer steps up to the throne, an angel places a stephanos, a victor’s
crown, on the overcomer’s head.

It is at this moment that Christ joyfully cries out,
"Brave Heart, come, servant of Mine."
Brave Heart responds,
"In Your service, my Lord and King!"
Christ proceeds,

"Today, | am awarding you rulership over five cities on earth. The
cities are in the North and the East. You shall keep order and
peace amongst the people of these cities as you rule over them.
You shall be the king-priest over these cities, governing with
wisdom and power. You shall shepherd the flock and teach them
My commands of righteousness, love and peace. | shall be with
you always and you shall possess the throne with Me. | will give
you to eat from the tree of life, which is in the midst of the
Paradise of God and this will give you wisdom to rule effectively.
Your reward is the crown of life, the crown of righteousness, and
the crown of rejoicing. Joy, peace and love shall follow you all the
days of your immortal life. Congratulations My friend, | love
you!"

Just then one of the angels comes up and places the crowns on Brave
Heart, each crown placed on top of the other.

Brave Heart joyfully cries,

"I love you, my Lord! I will serve You with all my best. Thank
You for Your grace and blessings. Glory to You in the highest!"
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Brave Heart is filled with emotion, his spiritual body feels powerful. He is
so amazed at everything that is happening to him. He thinks that nothing
can be compared to this experience.

As the members of the bride receive their crowns and Christ’s name
written on them, they all sit on their royal chairs.

Then, Christ stands to make an announcement, saying,

"Upon this throne of Mine | will order and establish My kingdom
with judgment, justice and peace from this time forward even
forever. And you, My bride, God's firstborn sons, will perform
this with Me. And of the increase of My government and peace,
there will be no end. This work of righteousness will produce
peaceful quietness and assurance forever. You will dwell in serene
and secure dwellings. From this day forward, you shall be kings
and priests. You shall rule over the cities to which you have been
assigned and | will be with you forevermore. They will hear your
voice and follow your instruction as you establish peace and
righteousness upon the earth. In doing so, you will be serving
Me.”

There is complete silence in heaven as all listen intensely to the Lord’s
voice. He continues on saying,

“The twelve apostles will rule from heaven over the twelve tribes
of Israel. The tribes will dwell on My holy mountain and in My
holy city of Jerusalem, a city that no longer shall be subject to
destruction. | have set up My throne there, the throne of David,
and | will be with My people Israel forever. Therefore, go all you
saints and be blessed, for your days will be as the number of the
stars in heaven."

The bride cheers,

"Alleluia! Honor and glory be to our Lord God in the Highest
forever and ever!"

Every day thereafter, Brave Heart exercises his rule bringing order, love
and peace among the people in the cities that were assigned to him. He
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counsels and rules over them daily through his spirit. Since Satan is no
longer on the earth to deceive and promote evil, there is peace and
harmony among the nations. The twelve tribes of Israel increase and
multiply throughout the years and although there is peace among the
nations, sin remains a factor among the people. Some choose to believe in
the Lord and others do not. Therefore, God's final plan is yet to be carried
out. He will release Satan once again after the thousand years is finished,
and then, the final battle will take place.

(The above Prologue Presentation will be continued in Chapter 4)

What an awesome and glorifying picture this presents for those Christians
who overcome, but what a horror for Israel and the Gentiles to be present
in the midst of the Great Tribulation on earth. A greater tragedy is the
reality that many Christians will be faced with on that Day in heaven—
the fact that those who are deemed unworthy (non-overcomers) will face
God’s disapproval and judgment by being placed in outer darkness for one
thousand years!

However, these unworthy servants will not be left outside forever. After
one thousand years, the light will appear again, their bands will be loosed
and life will resume, but they will have missed the joyous wedding
festivities forever.

Psalm 88:12-14 reflects the plea of these unworthy servants while they
remain in darkness:

Shall Your wonders be known in the dark? And Your righteousness
in the land of forgetfulness?

But to You I have cried out, O Lord, and in the morning my
prayer comes before You.

Lord, why do You cast off my soul? Why do You hide Your face
from me?

Contrary to what many theologians teach today, Scripture clearly reveals
that there will be a “just recompense of reward.” Each and every
Christian will receive a just payment comparable to whatever services he
rendered or failed to render to the Lord during his mortal life. And this
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means that there will be rewards and losses, depending on determinations
made at the Judgment Seat of Christ.

“For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and
loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his
soul?

For the Son of Man will come in the glory of His Father with His
angels, and then He will reward each according to his works."
(Matthew 16:26, 27)

Paul spoke of the goal of receiving a prize from God for winning the race.
The prize is the reward for victory. What is the prize? The prize is the
upward call to enter the kingdom in glory. The prize then is ruling and
reigning with Christ Jesus in the kingdom of heaven. Paul does not say
that he is pressing on for the call of God but rather for the prize of that
higher calling. This prize is determined at the Judgment seat of Christ,
which is the place of reward.

| press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in
Christ Jesus. (Philippians 3:14)

Paul gave his entire life to Christ and his goal was to be prepared for the
Judgment seat so that he would be able to enter the future kingdom. He
referred to this goal as running a race, the race for the crown.

Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one
receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may obtain it.

And everyone who competes for the prize is temperate in all
things. Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an
imperishable crown. (1 Corinthians 9:24)

What does it take to win a race in any sport?

1) A passion for the sport (passion for the Word of the kingdom)

2) Dedication to train for the game (the race of the faith)
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3) A burning desire to win the prize (the upward call to enter the
kingdom; the hope of glory)

In Paul's letter to the Corinthians, he drew a comparison between the
Christian life and a sport’s competition. He knew that if he faithfully
completed his Christian life, he would receive a reward from the Lord, an
imperishable crown for his service. Paul provides an example of the
champion-mindset required to win the race:

Therefore, | run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus | fight: not as
one who beats the air.

But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I
have preached to others, | myself should become disqualified.
(1 Corinthians 9:26)

Paul did not run the race with uncertainty; he knew exactly what his goal
was and he understood how to achieve victory. Like an athlete preparing
for a race, he also had to discipline his body [sacrifice his fleshly desires]
daily in order to allow the Spirit to successfully work through him. Paul
did not assume that he would win, so he continued to discipline himself, to
motivate himself, to strive for the crown. And this is what it takes for
every Christian to win the prize — the saving of his soul.

...let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking
unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith.... (Hebrews
12:1b, 2a)

At the time of Paul's death, he knew that he had lived for Christ, had kept
the faith and that he would receive the reward.

I have fought the good fight, | have finished the race, | have kept
the faith. Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me
on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His
appearing. (2 Timothy 4:7, 8)

The Greek word for reward is “misthos” (Strong’s #G3408) meaning “a
payment for service or wages,” good or bad. Therefore, a Christian’s
reward at the Judgment Seat of Christ will depend on his service during
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his mortal life. Good works done according to the Holy Spirit will earn a
good reward; however, bad works done in the flesh earn a bad reward,
which is actually a loss of reward. Throughout Scripture, God reveals that
He will distribute these wages at the Judgment Seat of Christ and that they
will commensurate according to His children’s labor.

After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision,
saying, “Do not be afraid, Abram. | am your shield, your
exceedingly great reward." (Genesis 15:1)

“And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to
give to every one according to his work.” (Revelation 22:12)

All Christians will receive their due reward, whether good or bad,
depending on their deeds during their lifetime.

Now he who plants and he who waters are one, and each one will
receive his own reward according to his own labor.(1 Corinthians
3:8)

There will be different levels of reward given and there will be up to five
crowns that will be placed on the overcoming Christian, depending on his
works. In recalling Brave Heart’s victory, his earning of three crowns as a
result of decisions and determinations made by Christ at His judgment seat
was awarded for his faithfulness during his mortal life and assured him
participation during Christ’s millennial kingdom.

During the Millennium, there will be a complete restructuring of authority
in both regions of the kingdom, in heaven and on earth. Brave Heart, who
is part of the bride of Christ, will be ruling over the Gentile nations of the
earth from his heavenly position. The twelve apostles and some of the Old
Testament saints will be ruling over the twelve tribes of Israel also from
their heavenly position. Remember the martyrs who came out of the Great
Tribulation? They also will rule and reign in the heavenly kingdom over
the nations on earth during the Millennium.

The crowns of rulership will be received by the bride from the Lord when
He returns from His battle on the earth. The Lord will take His diadems
(ruling crowns) by force from Satan and then He will begin His reign.
The crowns for the bride mentioned in Scripture are stephanos, which
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means ‘“crowns of royalty, or a prize.” These crowns will be willingly
given up by the twenty-four elders [the angels who did not fall with Satan]
at the throne of God and will be given to the bride of Christ. Believers
desiring to be a part of the bride of Christ are to work for the following
Crowns:

The Crown of Life: This crown will be given to the believer who
endures trials and temptation throughout his life on earth. By remaining
patient and faithful through tribulation until death or rapture, the believer
will overcome and win the crown of life. God allows trials to test the
believer’s faith while here on earth in order that he may mature — that he
may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.

Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been
approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has
promised to those who love Him. (James 1:12)

“Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer.
Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that
you may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten days. Be
faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.”
(Revelation 2:10)

The Crown of Glory: God guarantees Christians who minister the truth
of the Word and who serve Him faithfully, not for monetary gain but
freely, eagerly and in righteousness, that they will earn a crown of glory in
Christ's coming kingdom.

Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving as
overseers, not by compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain
but eagerly;

nor as being lords over those entrusted to you, but being examples
to the flock;

and when the Chief Shepard appears, you will receive the crown of
glory that does not fade away. (1 Peter 5:2-4)

The silver-haired head (mature Christian in the Word) is a crown of glory,
if it is found in the way of righteousness. (Proverbs 16:31)
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The Crown of Righteousness: This victory crown will be given to
believers who ran righteously during the race of the faith throughout their
mortal lives. These believers have looked forward to the prize (entrance
into the kingdom) at the end of the race. The goal (to win the race)
produces a love for Christ’s appearance in the clouds (1 Thessalonians
4:13ff). Those who love and eagerly hope for His appearing are those
Christians who have a mature knowledge of the Word of the kingdom and
who die daily to self in order to attain righteousness. They have kept the
faith and finished the race.

| have fought the good fight, | have finished the race, | have kept
the faith.

Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which
the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day,

and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.
(2 Timothy 4:7, 8)

The Crown of Rejoicing: This crown will be given to believers who
share the knowledge of Christ's return with other Christians, who then
may lead them to a life of faithfulness, eagerly waiting for the Lord.
Christians who thus share this mature knowledge of the Word are true
soul-winners.

For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Is it not even
you in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming?

For you are our glory and joy. (1 Thessalonians 2:19, 20)
In 1 Thessalonians 2:19, Paul joyfully hopes that he, along with his
brothers and sisters in Christ, will have their souls saved and receive the

crown of rejoicing at the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Brethren, join in following my example, and note those who so
walk, as you have us for a pattern...

For our citizenship is in Heaven, from which we also eagerly wait
for the\Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ ...



A Life to Overcome

Therefore, my beloved and longed-for brethren, my joy and crown,
so stand fast in the Lord, beloved. (Philippians 3:17, 20-4:1)

Brethren, if anyone among you wanders from the truth, and
someone turns him back, let him know that he who turns a sinner
from the error of his way will save his soul from death and cover a
multitude of sins. (James 5:19)

...And he who wins souls is wise. (Proverbs 11:30)

The Incorruptible Crown: This crown is awarded to overcomers who
will have disciplined their bodies of flesh, bringing them into subjection,
so that they may overcome their evilness and unrighteousness during their
mortal lives. Striving to be Christ-like, overcoming the body of flesh, the
devil and the world during the believer’s mortal life will qualify him for
this crown, which will attest to the believer’s resurrected body being
enswathed in glory.

And everyone who competes for the prize is temperate in all things.
Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown, but we for an
imperishable [incorruptible] crown.

Therefore | run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as one
who beats the air.

But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I
have preached to others, I myself should become disqualified.
(1 Corinthians 9:25-27)

In Revelation chapters two and three, the following rewards are promised
to overcomers at the Judgment seat of Christ:

The Tree of Life: During the Millennium, the tree of life will be in the
midst of the Paradise of God. It was originally placed in the midst of the
Garden of Eden, and was a tree from which Adam and Eve could eat.
There were two trees specifically mentioned in the Garden—the tree of
life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Both trees were
located in the Garden and both produced fruit. The distinction between
them was the consequence of eating from them.
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The tree of life produced life having to do with rulership and the other
produced death. Eating from the tree of life had nothing to do with
remaining immortal, for Adam and Eve already possessed immortality
from the beginning of their creation, even before the tree of life was
offered to them. The tree of life was offered to provide them the wisdom
of God to be able to rule over the earth. The tree of the knowledge of
good and evil was more closely aligned with Satan, who became wise in
his own eyes rather than being mindful of the things of God. Therefore, at
the judgment seat, Christians who have overcome during their mortal lives
will be given access to the tree of life, providing them the wisdom of God
and the ability to rule the earth.

“..To him who overcomes I will give to eat from the tree of life,
which is in the midst of the Paradise of God.” (Revelation 2:7b)

In Proverbs 3:18-22a, the Spirit of wisdom is connected to the tree of life.
Overcomers who are provided nutrition from the tree of life during the
Messianic Era will have the wisdom of God with which to rule and reign
with Christ.

She (wisdom) is a tree of life to those who take hold of her, and
happy are all who retain her.

The Lord by wisdom founded the earth; by understanding He
established the heavens;

By His knowledge the depths were broken up, and clouds drop
down the dew.

My son, let them not depart from your eyes--keep sound wisdom
and discretion;

so they will be life to your soul... (Proverbs 3:18-22a)

Power over the nations: Only overcomers have the promise of being
coheirs with Christ. They will be given power to rule and reign over the
Gentile nations of the earth for one thousand years. They will be assigned
certain cities to rule over, and those who are rewarded higher positions
will be awarded more than others.
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“And he who overcomes, and keeps my works until the end, to him
| will give power over the nations--

He shall rule them with a rod of iron; they shall be dashed to
pieces like the potter's vessels--” (Revelation 2:26, 27a)

The Morning Star: For the overcomers, Christ promises to give the
morning star.

“...and I will give him the morning star.” (Revelation 2:28)

A “star” in Scripture may refer to angels (Revelation 1:20), to men
(Revelation 12:1) or to Christ Himself (Revelation 22:16) in positions of
authority. In this context, it is referring to the covering of glory that Christ
possesses. When the rule over the earth is transferred from angels to men,
overcomers will be in a position to possess the same covering of glory that
enswathed Adam and Eve prior to their fall and that presently covers
Christ Jesus.

During the Lord’s Day, the angels (those who did not fall with Satan) will
willingly relinquish their crowns before the throne of God (Revelation
4:10); then Christ will be in a position to give overcomers the morning
star (the covering of glory) in order that they may rule and reign with Him
during the Messianic Era.

Christ’s glory is referred to as “the morning star” in Revelation 2:28,
however we see in Revelation 22:16, Christ Himself is referred to as the
Bright and Morning Star, the Head of glory.

“I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things in the
churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, the Bright and
Morning Star." (Revelation 22:16)

The “morning star” refers to the overcomer’s share in the glory of Christ
during the kingdom age. Believers who overcome will shine brightly in
the image and likeness of Christ, sharing in His royal splendor, as
portrayed in Daniel 12:3:

Those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the
firmament,
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And those who turn many to righteousness like the stars forever
and ever.

Hidden Manna, White Stone and a New Name: All three of these
are rewards that will be given to overcomers who lived by faith during
their mortal lives. The hidden manna was the food from heaven given to
sustain Israel in the wilderness. The hidden manna for overcomers during
the Messianic Era will be a much better banquet. It will provide a special
intimacy with Christ and a supernatural sustenance to enable the
overcomers to serve God effectively as co-rulers in Christ's kingdom. The
white stone will be given as a symbol of victory for the overcomer who is
indeed victorious in his race of the faith. Along with this, a new name
[such as Brave Heart] will be given, which will identify the overcomer's
distinctive character. This new name will not be known to anyone except
to the overcomer who receives it and the Lord Himself who gives it,
indicating the special relationship between the two.

“..To him who overcomes I will give some of the hidden manna to
eat. And | will give him a white stone, and on the stone a new
name written which no one knows except him who receives it.”
(Revelation 2:17b)

White Garment, Book of Life, and Confession of one’s name

before the Father and His angels: The overcomer will wear a white
linen garment before entering the wedding banquet. It symbolizes the
overcomer's righteous acts and faithful service to the Lord during his
mortal life, allowing him entrance into the kingdom as part of the bride of
Christ. The overcomer's name is promised to be in the Book of Life,
which pertains to the salvation of the soul, where the overcomer's name
and works will not be erased, but remembered and honored. And Christ
will honor overcomers by confessing their names before His Father and
His Father's angels.

“He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and I will
not blot out his name from the Book of Life; but I will confess his
name before My Father and before His angels.” (Revelation 3:5)

Pillar in the Temple of God, and the Names of God, the New
Jerusalem and Christ’s New Name: For the overcomer, Christ Jesus
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will place him in a high position in God's presence and write on him three
names: the name of God, the city of God, and Jesus' new name, all three
recognizing the overcomer’s ownership, citizenship, and his association
with the ultimate rulers and the governing center of the heavens and earth.

“He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My
God, and he shall go out no more. | will write on him the name of
My God and the name of the city of My God, the New Jerusalem,
which comes down out of heaven from My God. And I will write
on him My new name.” (Revelation 3:12)

Sit with Me on My throne: The Lord promises to share His throne
with the overcomers. Those who share Christ's sufferings while on Earth
will experience a victory similar to His in the future. As we see in 1 Peter
1:11b, suffering precedes glory:

...the Spirit of Christ who was in them was indicating when He
testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ and the glories that
would follow.

Just as Christ suffered and overcame in order to sit down with the Father
on His throne, Christians who faithfully endure through their suffering
will likewise be granted permission to sit with Christ on His throne.

“To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne,

as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.”
(Revelation 3:21)

In light of the splendor and glory that awaits those who overcome, we
must realize that now is the time to take His Word seriously and devote
our lives to Him. If we do, we will never regret it, for we will know that
what He offers is far greater than what the world offers. Even though we
are in this world, we are not to be a part of this world. We are to eagerly
wait for our true citizenship, which is in Christ's heavenly kingdom.

Scripture indicates that there will be Christians, some of whom may be
scholars, teachers and leaders, who seek entrance into the kingdom on
their own merit and terms. They take pride in their work and are exalted
and honored by man; but at the Judgment Seat of Christ, their works will
be consumed in the fire because they were done in the flesh and not in the
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power of the Holy Spirit. On the other hand, there will be those who will
enter the kingdom to the great surprise of many. These will be humble
men and women who did not have great titles or positions on Earth, they
were not well-known; but their works will be sustained through the fire
and be acceptable to God (1 Corinthians 3:11-15).

But many who are first will be last, and the last first. (Matthew
19:30)

Contrary to popular conservative theology, not all Christians will be
crowned at the Judgment seat. Unfaithful Christians will experience great
loss during the Millennium.

If anyone’s work which he has built on it endures, he will receive a

reward. If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss... (1
Corinthians 3:14, 15)

The Greek word for “loss” (Strong’s #G2210) is zemioo and means “to
injure, to experience detriment: be cast away, receive damage, suffer
loss,” which in this case is “the loss of one’s soul [life].” This refers to a
separation from Christ, which is inextricably linked with one’s
experiences of joy, peace, love, intimacy, wisdom, and spiritual fulfillment
during the Millennium.

This loss is portrayed by Christ as He articulated the account of the
“unprofitable servant” (Matthew 25:30) who was cast into outer
darkness, still in heaven, but in obscurity just outside the glory of the
kingdom. He will be separated from Christ and will not experience any of
the joy and fulfillment of reigning in the kingdom. The expression “outer
darkness” is used only three times in the Gospel of Matthew (verses
8:12; 22:13; 25:30), and simply means “into the darkness, the outer.” It
describes a place of darkness outside of the light of the heavenly kingdom,
the conditions in an area apart from the wedding festivities of the bride
and Bridegroom.

Just as there will be different levels of rewards at the judgment seat, there
will also be different levels of punishment. In the parable of the faithful
servant and the evil servant in Luke 12:35-48, a word-picture is presented
of the Judgment Seat of Christ showing different degrees of punishment
for those servants who failed to prepare for the Lord.
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“But if that servant says in his heart, ‘My master is delaying his
coming,” and begins to beat the male and female servants, and to
eat and drink and be drunk,

the master of that servant will come on a day when he is not
looking for him, and at an hour when he is not aware, and will cut
him in two and appoint him his portion with the unbelievers.

And that servant who knew his master’s will, and did not prepare
himself or do according to his will, shall be beaten with many
stripes.

But he who did not know, yet committed things deserving of
stripes, shall be beaten with few. For everyone to whom much is
given, from him much will be required; and to whom much has
been committed, of him they will ask the more.” (Luke 12:45-48)

The first servant is consciously a wicked man, an apostate teacher, acting
as a servant of the devil rather than of the Lord, as he treated the Lord’s
return carelessly and misleadingly. At the Judgment Seat, he will be slain,
indicating the severity of this judgment, especially in contrast to the
following servants. The Lord orders the second servant to be beaten with
many stripes, for even though he knew the Lord’s will, he did not prepare
himself or follow His will — he produced no fruit. The third servant is
beaten with few stripes even though he did not know God’s will, because
his actions still merited stripes, for he did not seek the Lord’s will.

This parable suggests degrees of God’s punishment. In each case, the
stewardship of the servant is evaluated. The ignorant are disciplined less
and are cast to the outer darkness unbound (Luke 12:48; Matthew 25:28-
30) ; the wise but disobedient are disciplined moderately and are also cast
to the outer darkness but are bound hand and feet (Luke 12:47; Matthew
22:13); and the blatantly disobedient are slain (Luke 12:45; 19:27;
Matthew 24:51) with their portion being appointed with those who are
unbelievers of the Word of the kingdom and hypocrites. All three types of
Christians will have forfeited their inheritance and be cast out of the
kingdom.

The blackness of darkness, also known as Gehenna, will be located
outside of the kingdom, where darkness will be far greater and punishment
will be administered most severely (Jude 10-13; 2 Peter 2:17). This
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region is set aside for apostate Christians, many who are false teachers,
who have fallen away from the faith and speak against the Word of God.
Many of these false teachers will deny Christ and the kingdom to come.
“Apostasy” means falling away (Strong’s #G646); defection from truth; to
forsake God. These false teachers are not unsaved individuals, but
Christians who have rebelled against God's Word; and, as a result, will be
overcome in the blackness of darkness (Gehenna) for one thousand years.

But these speak evil of whatever they do not know; and whatever
they know naturally, like brute beasts, in these things they corrupt
themselves.

Woe to them! For they have gone in the way of Cain, have run
greedily in the error of Balaam for profit, and perished in the
rebellion of Korah.

These are spots in your love feasts, while they feast with you
without fear, serving only themselves. They are clouds without
water, carried about by the winds; late autumn trees without
fruit, twice dead, pulled up by the roots;

raging waves of the sea, foaming up their own shame; wandering
stars for whom is reserved the blackness of darkness forever
(Jude 10-13; cf. James 3:1-6).

“For they have gone in the way of Cain” (Jude 11) illustrates the practice
and teaching that one can obtain soul-salvation by one’s own works
(works of the flesh) instead of works of the Spirit. This is what Cain did
by bringing an incorrect offering, an offering not in accordance with
God’s command. Both were to bring a “first-fruit” or “firstborn” offering
to the Lord. Abel’s offering was a sacrifice of “the firstborn of his flock
and of their fat” (Genesis 4:4). His sacrifice was acceptable to God
because of His faithful obedience, and he was therefore declared righteous
(Hebrews 11:4). Cain, however, offered his sacrifice apart from faith,
without following God’s instructions. This illustration deals with the
salvation of the soul, which requires one to follow God by faith; i.e.,
simply believing what God has said pertaining to a matter and faithfully
obeying His Word. In doing so, the result will be works executed through
the power of the Holy Spirit.
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Like Cain, many Christians today are deceived into thinking that their own
works are pleasing to the Lord and will be found worthy. Therefore, they
involve themselves in helping and caring for other’s physical needs
without providing for their spiritual needs, which results in them executing
fleshly works rather than divine good works acceptable to God. Many
Christians are devoted and preoccupied with their own works, but fail to
be obedient in more significant matters, such as ensuring that they are
providing spiritual food so that others may gain life in the age to come.
This they should have done, without leaving the others undone.
(Matthew 7:21-27; 23:23; Luke 9:59-62; 1Timothy 4:6-11)

Many pastor-teachers are deceived into thinking that the busyness of their
man-made programs, and the ideology presented in their preaching (false
doctrine) are pleasing to the Lord. Like Cain, they will be rejected. An
example can be seen in Matthew 7:21-23.

In addition, these apostate teachers then commit “the error of Balaam for
reward.” This simply means the selling of their ministry for monetary
gain. This is the error of many modern day churches and ministries. Their
emphasis is upon numbers of “converts,” resulting in monetary gain.
They use God's Word to draw them in, speaking great swelling words to
those who have “itching ears,” as they constantly appeal for additional
funds.

From “the error of Balaam,” they continue in their false teaching until
“they perish in the rebellion of Korah.” Korah was a mighty man of the
Levites and was brought near to the Lord to serve in His tabernacle. But
Korah had higher ambitions as he wanted to take over the position of high
priest from Aaron and the leadership position from Moses. His arrogance
pitted him against Moses and against God's Word. As a result, the earth
opened up and swallowed him and his followers alive into the pit, the
heart of the earth.

And just as it happened to Korah and his followers, so it will happen to all
apostate teachers as they will be slain and cast to Gehenna, the region
known as the blackness of darkness.

What is Gehenna? Gehenna translated “hell—age-lasting punishment”
(G1067) was a garbage dump outside the southern wall of Jerusalem. It is
known in the Old Testament as the “Valley of the son of Hinnom," the
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place where God said He would destroy apostates of His own people
Israel. It was here that the people of Judah fell away from God and
sacrificed their children as burnt offerings to the god, Baal.

Later, when this valley was demolished, it became a garbage dump where
the fires never went out and the worm never dies (Jeremiah 19:1-19). In
the future, the Lord will slay the apostates and cast them into Gehenna.
During the Messianic Era, all will come to worship before the Lord and
they will be able to look upon the corpses of these men who have
transgressed against Him (Isaiah 66:23, 24). It is this same Valley of
Hinnom (Gehenna or Hell) that Jesus used as a type to warn Christians
concerning God's coming judgment (Mark 9:42-48).

In the Book of Mark, Jesus warns His disciples about false teachings:

“But whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to
stumble, it would be better for him if a millstone were hung around
his neck, and he were thrown into the sea.

If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to
enter into life maimed, rather than having two hands, to go to hell
(Gehenna), into the fire that shall never be quenched --- where
'Their worm does not die, And the fire is not quenched.” (Mark
9:42-44)

God uses types (examples that picture the reality) and their antitypes (the
reality itself) throughout His Word. The Valley of the sons of Hinnom
(Gehenna) was used as a type for that which would portray the future
judgment of apostate Christians — the antitype of which is the lake of fire.

The term “the second death” is mentioned in the Letter to the Church in
Smyrna in Revelation 2:11. This expression appears only four times in
Scripture, all in the Book of Revelation (2:11; 20:6, 14; 21:8). The
“second death” is used in connection with the lake of fire (Revelation
21:8b). In Revelation 20:14, this expression is associated with the
unsaved; but, in the other three passages, it is contextually used pertaining
to those who are saved. God prepared the lake of fire following the fall of
Satan and a third of the angels who followed him (Matthew 25:41), a fall
having to do with his arrogant quest for usurping the throne of God —
thus, having to do with regality. It will be a permanent abode for all who
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have refused Christ and His sacrifice at Calvary for their eternal salvation.
It will also be the Millennial abode for the saved, those with saved spirits
but who have rejected God’s plan for the salvation of their souls, a plan
having to do with their future regality during the Messianic Era.
Therefore, the “second death” in the “lake of fire” will be assigned to
fallen man — both the saved and unsaved.

Following determinations at the Judgment seat of Christ, blatantly evil,
non-overcoming Christians and apostates will be hurt by the “second
death” and be cast to the “lake of fire” during the Millennium. At the
end of the Tribulation, they will be joined by the beast and the false
prophet. Unsaved mankind, after facing the Lord at the Great White
throne judgment, will be permanently hurt by the “second death” in the
“lake of fire” after the Millennium.

Every man will be resurrected in his own company and be judged in his
own company. Saved and unsaved man therefore will form separate
companies and will be judged at different times. The judgment of the
saved will transpire prior to the Messianic Era, while the judgment of the
unsaved will be at the Great White Throne of God at the end of the
Messianic Era, but previous to the opening of the Eternal Ages.

In Matthew 25:31-46, Christ reveals the judgment of the “nations” (living
Gentiles) at the time of His return immediately following the Tribulation.
Christ judges and separates them into two groups —the sheep and the
goats. Since He will be judging both of them at the same time, it is
obvious that both belong to the same “class,” saved individuals who will
come out of the Tribulation. The “sheep” are allowed to “inherit the
kingdom” but not so with the “goats.” The goats on the left are cast to the
“everlasting [Greek: aionian, actually age-lasting i.e. millennial] fire” that
has been prepared for the devil and his angels (vv. 34, 41). This judgment
of the “goats” has nothing to do with eternal verities, but with millennial
verities — the thousand year reign of Christ.

Experiencing the second death for the saved will be experiencing the
death of their souls, being cast into the lake of fire during the kingdom age
— for one thousand years.

The second death for the unsaved will be experiencing death and being
cast into the lake of fire at the beginning of the Eternal Ages — forever.
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Our first death relates to the death of the spirit in Adam, since all of
mankind is born dead in trespasses and sin. But for redeemed man, who
is made alive in the spirit, the second death is an entirely different manner.
Redeemed man is no longer associated with Adam and the possibility of
him being hurt by the second death will be a different matter from that of
unredeemed man. Experiencing the second death for a redeemed person
will affect his inheritance into the kingdom during the Messianic Era; this
for failing to recognize and realize his calling; but this judgment will not
affect his eternal salvation during the Eternal Ages which will follow. On
the other hand, for unredeemed man, the second death can only relate to
his eternal damnation throughout the Eternal Ages, since, because of his
rejection of Christ, his spirit has never been made alive, but remains dead
in trespasses and sin.

For the non-overcoming Christian, whether he is cast into outer darkness,
blackness of darkness or Gehenna, furnace of fire or lake of fire (all
referring to a region outside of the kingdom with different degrees of
punishment), the age to come will be a dreadful and sorrowful time. The
non-overcomer will not be in the presence of the Lord nor will he possess
the glory of the Lord, as we see noted in 2 Thessalonians 1:9:

These (non-overcomers) shall be punished with everlasting (age-
lasting) destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the
glory of His power, when He comes, in that Day, to be glorified in
His saints and to be admired among all those who believe (belief
in the coming kingdom), because our testimony among you was
believed.

Although this just recompense is not forever, it will last one thousand
years. | am sure that we can agree it is not a place we want to be.
Therefore, we must give the more earnest heed to the things that we have
just read.

Anything that we gain in this world for ourselves (fleshly desires) is
temporary and profits nothing, but will only bring destruction. We are
taught by the world that our value should be based on self-achievements.
God says this is vanity and chasing after the wind. However, what you do
in this world for the glory of God will profit you a hundredfold in the
coming age, the Messianic Era. It is not too late to renew our minds and
adjust our lives for God, but it will be too late when we appear before the
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Judgment Seat of Christ. And the time is close at hand.

And behold, I am coming quickly, and my reward is with Me, to
give to everyone according to his work. | am the Alpha and the
Omega, the Beginning and the End, and the Last. (Revelation
22:12,13)
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CHAPTER THREE - PART THREE

BRIDE OF CHRIST

The Holy Spirit is presently in the world seeking a bride for God’s Son.
Christ, as the Head, and His bride (those who are judged as overcomers,
who have been called out from the Church [all Christians] at the Judgment
seat of Christ) who will occupy various positions of power and authority
in the kingdom of the heavens, will replace the present rulers of the earth,
Satan and his angels.

This mystery is presently being made known to Christians by the Holy
Spirit, the One who dwells in them (John 14:16, 17; 16:7-15); and this
mystery is also being made known to Satan and his angels by the Church
(Ephesians 3:9-11). A “mystery” in Scripture always relates to
something made known in the Old Testament but not fully opened up and
revealed until the matter had been handled and manifested at a later time
in the New Testament. There is nothing in the New Testament that is not
seen in the Old Testament.

And because Satan is aware of this “mystery” concerning the Church
replacing him as ruler, we are warned in the Scriptures of the spiritual
warfare that surrounds us. For this reason, we must constantly utilize the
whole armor of God so that we are able to stand against the wiles of the
devil.

The manner in which God has put matters together in His Word, making
His plans and purposes known to man, is through the use of people and
events from the Old Testament as examples to point to events that will
occur in the age to come.

Now all these things happened to them as examples, and they were
written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages have
come. (1 Corinthians 10:11)

The Old Testament has numerous types, examples that present the bride of
Christ. The Old Testament types parallel antitypes, which are found in the
New Testament; both being in perfect agreement and forming a pictorial
representation of the bride of Christ.
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One of the Old Testament types is Abraham. Following the word-picture
of his willful offering of his son, Isaac, as a sacrifice to the Lord (a type of
God’s future sacrificial offering of Christ at Calvary), and after the death
of his previously unfruitful wife, Sarah (a type of Israel’s unfruitful
condition due to their unbelief concerning the offer of the kingdom, being
set aside as a nation, considered “dead” because of the people’s hardened
hearts), Abraham sent his oldest servant into Mesopotamia to procure a
bride for his son from among Abraham’s family (Genesis 22-24).

The events that occurred between Abraham, his servant, and his son
mirror the New Testament antitype of God sending the Holy Spirit into the
world to procure a bride from among His family for His Son, Jesus Christ,
a search that will last two thousand years, from Pentecost to the rapture.

So Abraham said to the eldest servant of his house, who ruled over
all that he had, “Please put your hand under my thigh,

and | will make you swear by the Lord, the God of heaven and the
God of the earth, that you will not take a wife for my son from the
daughters of the Canaanites, among whom you dwell, but you
shall go to my country and to my family, and take a wife for my son
Isaac.”

And the servant said to him, “Perhaps the woman will not be
willing to follow me to this land. Must I take your son back to the
land from which you came?”

But Abraham said to him, “Beware that you do not take my son
back there.

The Lord God of heaven, who took me from my father’s house and
from the land of my family, and who spoke to me and swore to me,
saying,

‘To your descendant I give this land.” He will send His angel
before you, and you shall take a wife for my son from there.

And if the woman is not willing to follow you, then you will be
released from this oath; only do not take my son back there."
(Genesis 24:2-8)
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God placed the Holy Spirit in charge of all His possessions prior to
sending Him to earth. And for the same reason as Abraham, God sent the
Holy Spirit with specific instructions to procure a bride for His Son from
among those within the family of God -- saved individuals. Only from
among Christians can the Holy Spirit select those who are qualified to
become the bride of Christ. Those so elected will be chosen out from the
Church, the body of Christ. To be clear, not all of the Church will be
elected, but only those who are faithful and obedient to God's Word.

Once in Mesopotamia, the servant of Abraham found the person who met
the requirements to be Isaac's bride, who was Rebekah. After he found
Rebekah, he told her the purpose of his journey (to procure a bride for his
master’s son, who would inherit with the son) and gave her some of
Abraham’s goods. Then, the following was asked of Rebekah:

“Will you go with this man? And she said, "I will go." (Genesis
24:58)

The search for and the selection of the bride is being performed by the
Holy Spirit today. The Holy Spirit reveals God's possessions contained
within His Word to those Christians who are willing to receive them.
During the soon-coming Messianic Era, the possessions of ruling and
reigning in the kingdom will be the staple of Christ and His bride. In
order to qualify for participation as part of the bride, a Christian must
accept the invitation, be determined to make the journey to meet her
Bridegroom, and demonstrate this by faithful obedience to God’s Word
during his lifetime.

In the type, Abraham’s servant was to remain in Mesopotamia only until
he had procured a wife for Isaac. Once he had found the bride, he was to
leave in order to present the bride to the son. Then his mission would be
completed. This, in turn, would bring the whole matter to a full end of
that which is in view — the son possessing a bride who would inherit with
him; and the father possessing a wife again who, unlike his former wife,
would be fruitful. After the marriage of his son, Abraham remarries a
Jewish woman, Keturah. After the bride has been chosen at the Judgment
seat of Christ, God’s wife Israel will be restored to her land and a re-
marriage will take place.

The order in which the type presents the whole matter — beginning with
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the offering of the son, then the death of the father’s wife, then the search
for a bride for his son, and ending with the son’s marriage and the father’s
remarriage — is the same that must be seen in the antitype.

In the antitype, corresponding events can be seen with the offering of the
Son on the Cross at Calvary. Israel’s rejection of Christ and the offer of
the kingdom resulted in the nation being set aside, which typifies their
present condition as God’s wife being in a state of death. The Holy Spirit
then executes the search for a bride for God’s Son from among the Church
(the family of God). At the allotted time, the bride will be chosen and the
marriage will be consummated bringing in the Sabbath. And it will be at
this time that God the Father will again be the husband of Israel, and she
will be fruitful by preaching God’s word to the ends of the earth in the age
to come.

Why such an emphasis on searching for a bride? There is an emphasis of
this nature in the type (with Isaac and Rebekah) because of that which was
revealed and willed by God to the first Adam, who had been created to
rule and reign. Man was not to rule alone. He was given a bride to rule
with him so that he would be able to rule as a complete being — as man
and wife are “one flesh” (Genesis 2:24). In the beginning, God said of
Adam and his wife together, “....let them have dominion” (Genesis 1:26-
28).

The exercise of rulership must be fulfilled by a husband in conjunction
with his wife. They must rule together as one complete person, with the
man as the head of the wife. In the Old Testament, this is the reason why
God chose Israel as His wife to rule with Him in the kingdom of men. He
was setting the example of the very thing He Himself established when he
created man. And the same thing must hold true for God’s Son. Christ
must also have a wife to rule with Him for exactly the same reason; the
principle set forth in Genesis 1:26-28 “....let them have dominion.”

Another example set forth in the New Testament concerning the bride of
Christ is revealed in the Parable of the Wedding Feast, seen in both
Matthew 22:1-14 and Luke 14:15-24.

As previously stated, a parable is a truth presented in story form that
explains a previously revealed truth. When Jesus walked the earth, His
central message was the offer of the heavenly kingdom. He begins the
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parable by saying, " The kingdom of heaven is like..." Therefore, He is
about to reveal a truth concerning the kingdom of heaven (lit: the kingdom
of the heavens).

The kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who arranged a
marriage for his son,

and sent out his servants to call those who were invited to the
wedding; and they were not willing to come. (Matthew 22:2, 3)

The “certain king” is God the Father who is looking for a bride for his son,
Jesus Christ. He sent out His servants (the apostles) to invite Israel to the
wedding feast (entrance into the kingdom of heaven), but they refused the
invitation, which typified Israel's rejection of Christ and the kingdom,
their unfaithfulness to God, and their refusal of God's inheritance.

Again, he sent out other servants, saying, “Tell those who are
invited, 'See, | have prepared my dinner, my oxen and fatted cattle
are killed, and all things are ready. Come to the wedding.’”

But they made light of it, and went their ways, one to his own farm,
another to his business. (Matthew 22:4, 5)

The kingdom of heaven was offered to Israel a second time by the
apostles, but again Israel refused and “made light of it”” meaning it was of
little importance to them.

And the rest seized his servants, treated them spitefully, and killed
them.

But when the king heard about it, he was furious. And he sent out
his armies, destroyed those murderers, and burned up their city.
(Matthew 22:6, 7)

For forty years following Pentecost, the apostles continued to offer the
message of the kingdom to Israel. Yet Israel and their leaders not only
rejected the message, but treated the apostles unjustly, sent them to prison,
and forbade them to speak of Jesus and the kingdom. Many were
persecuted, as was Stephen, who was falsely accused of blaspheming God.
He was cast out of the city and stoned to death.
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When they [Israel's religious leaders] heard these things they were
cut to the heart, and they gnashed at him (Stephen) with their
teeth.

But he, being full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw
the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God,

and said, “Look! I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man
standing at the right hand of God!”

Then they cried out with a loud voice, stopped their ears, and ran
at him with one accord,;

and they cast him out of the city and stoned him...

And they stoned Stephen as he was calling on God and saying,
"Lord Jesus, receive my spirit."

Then he knelt down and cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not
charge them with this sin." And when he had said this, he fell
asleep [died]. (Acts 7:54-60)

As a result, God became angry at Israel and sent His armies to destroy
them and burn their city. In 63 A.D., the offer of the kingdom of the
heavens was no longer offered to Israel but was given to another nation
(the Church) who would receive the message and bear fruit (Acts 15:14-
17; 28:28). In 70 A.D., the Roman armies destroyed Jerusalem, causing
the nation of Israel to be scattered throughout the world.

A picture of Israel’s rejection of the offer of the heavenly aspect of the
kingdom can be seen in Matthew 22:8:

Then he said to his servants, "The wedding is ready, but those who
were invited were not worthy.

Therefore go into the highways, and as many as you find, invite to
the wedding."
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So those servants went out into the highways and gathered
together all whom they found, both bad and good. And the
wedding hall was filled with guests. (Matthew 22:8-10)

Israel had refused the invitation, therefore the offer was given to the
Church and they had accepted His call (the same invitation to come to the
wedding feast is being sent to all Christians today). So the servants went
out into the highways, meaning out of Israel and into the Gentiles nations,
and gathered together (raptured) all whom they found (all who were
saved). In reference to “both bad and good,” this denotes all of the saved,
whether they had good works or bad works. All Christians were gathered
to the Judgment seat of Christ. Following decisions and determinations at
the Judgment seat of Christ and prior to Christ’s return at the end of the
Tribulation, the wedding is consummated and the hall is filled with
participating guests, i.e. the bride.

But when the king came in to see the guests, he saw a man there
who did not have on a wedding garment.

So he said to him, “Friend, how did you come in here without a
wedding garment?” And he was speechless.

Then the king said to the servants, “Bind him hand and foot, take
him away, and cast him into outer darkness; there will be weeping
and gnashing of teeth.”

For many are called, but few are chosen. (Matthew 22:11-14)

The saved man was invited to the wedding, but he failed to prepare
himself for it. He did not have on a wedding garment, which is the
righteous acts of the saints [good works worthy of entering the kingdom].
The fact that he was in heaven and God called him “friend” clearly shows
that he was spiritually saved, but he was judged and cast out into outer
darkness. He had not lived a life comprised of good works and therefore
his soul was not saved. This meant that he could not participate in the
wedding feast nor be included as part of the bride of Christ.

All Christians are called to the wedding, but few will heed the call. Those
who fail to prepare for the wedding will not be chosen as part of the bride
of Christ. The “called” in Strong’s #2822 is the Greek word “kletos” and
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is defined as “invited — a saint,” referring to all of the Church, all
Christians. And following determinations at the Judgment seat of Christ
yet future, only a selected few will be “chosen” or “called out” to enter
the kingdom in glory during the Millennium.

The Greek compound word, ekklesia, from ek and kaleo (Strong’s
#G1577) is translated “church” and means “called out.” The word is used
in the New Testament to refer to “a calling out or chosen” from the
Church; a special or particular assembly of believers. This denotes a
future division amongst Christians. This event will occur when Christ
deals with all Christians at His judgment seat. “The called” (the entire
Church from Pentecost until the end of this age) will be present in that
future day of the Lord. Following determinations at His judgment seat,
“the called out” from “the called” will be the bride, overcomers who will
be taken out of the Church and will be revealed as qualified participants to
rule with Christ in the age to come.

The Old Testament type can be seen in Genesis chapter two, where the
bride (Eve) for Adam (type of the New Testament antitype, i.e., Christ, the
“Last Adam” [Romans 5:14; 1 Corinthians 15:45]) is formed from a
removed part of Adam’s body, a rib. The New Testament antitype will
take place in that coming Day of Judgment when the bride of Christ will
be taken from Christ’s body (the Church, all believers). All Christians
form the body of Christ, but not all Christians will form the bride of
Christ. Only those resurrected out or called out from the body of Christ
can form the bride. Only those who compose the bride of Christ will be
called first-born sons, referred to in Hebrews 12:23 as the “church of the
firstborn.”

The word “resurrection” in the New Testament, in all but one case, is the
Greek translation for anastasis, meaning “to rise up; to stand up.” It
means “to rise up from the place of death” and constitutes a bodily rise of
all of the dead in Christ — both the overcomers and the non-overcomers.
This resurrection is spoken of in 1 Corinthians 15:51-57 and 1
Thessalonians 4:13-18.

But one exception to the word “resurrection” relative to the Greek
language is found in Philippians 3:11, where the Apostle Paul uses the
Greek word exanastasis [ex-ana-stasis; ex (from ek)] meaning “out of.”
And this combination changes the definition to mean “to stand up out of”
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[lit., the out-resurrection from the (resurrected) dead], thereby denoting a
further division within, and a further separation of, the resurrected dead in
Christ.

This “out-resurrection” is connected with the “prize of the upward call of
God” mentioned in Philippians 3:14. For a Christian to qualify for this
out-resurrection he must be victorious in his race of faith during his mortal
life. Achieving this will insure him the prize of the upward call. Non-
overcomers will not be included in this out-resurrection. At the
resurrection [anastasis], all who have believed in Christ, the body of
Christ, will be separated from the unsaved. However, at the out-
resurrection [exanastasis], which will follow determinations made at the
Judgment seat of Christ, only Christians who qualify as overcomers will
be chosen out from the body of Christ.

Christ paid the penalty for the sins of the whole world and because of His
resurrection, every man who has died (saved or unsaved) will, at some
point in the future, be raised from the dead to be judged according to their
works. Everyone will be raised in his own order. Christians will be raised
and judged in one order on the basis of works at a certain time before the
Tribulation (1 Corinthians 3:12-15; 2 Corinthians 5:10, 11; 1 Peter 1:7;
Revelation 1-4); Israel will be raised and judged in another order on the
basis of works at a certain time following the Tribulation (Ezekiel 20:34-
38; 44:9-31; Daniel 12:1, 2); saved Gentiles coming out of the
Tribulation (including the martyrs -- Tribulation saints) will be raised and
judged in another order on the basis of works at a certain time following
the Tribulation (Matthew 25:31-46; Revelation 20:4-6); and unsaved
man, both from Man’s Day and the Lord’s Day, will be raised and judged
in another order on the basis of works at a certain time following the
Millennial reign of Christ (Revelation 20:11-15). And this perfect order
is the way God has established the resurrection of the dead.

The present dispensation, which began on the day of Pentecost with the
descent of the Holy Spirit, beginning with God’s work of searching for a
bride through the Spirit, will last for a period of two thousand years. God
is and has been dealing exclusively with the Church. God is not dealing
with Israel or the Gentile nations today. And it is clear that we are very
near the end of the allotted time for the Spirit to complete the procurement
of a bride for God’s Son. And, at the conclusion of this period of time, all
Christians will be raised to appear before the Judgment seat of Christ.



A Life to Overcome m

Then those who are found to be qualified to be part of the bride of Christ
will be out-resurrected from the remaining body of Christ.

The work of the Spirit in procuring a bride for Christ, a unique work in
this present dispensation, has nothing to do with His work in providing
eternal salvation to those who believe in Christ. The Spirit has always
been in the world performing the work of salvation by grace through faith.
Since the fall of man, this has never changed. Eternal salvation was
established from the beginning on the basis of death and shed blood.

Subsequent to imparting spiritual life in a person, the Spirit’s work is to
bring the believer to a state of being qualified as part of the bride of Christ.
Yet, this can only be completed when the believer wills it to be done.
When the believer is willing, the Spirit is then allowed to produce
righteous acts through him, bringing him from immaturity to maturity so
that he may realize the purpose of his salvation. The following are some
definite conclusions pertaining to the Church and the bride of Christ:

1. The bride of Christ will be composed of a specific number of chosen
ones from the Church. This group will be small in number compared to
the total number of Christians.

2. Christians who make up the bride of Christ will be those chosen on the
basis of their works, works done from a position of faithfulness and
obedience to God and thereby achieving the salvation of their souls.

3. The bride of Christ will be co-heirs with Christ, ruling and reigning
with Him from a heavenly position in His Millennial kingdom.

4. The terms “bride of Christ,” “God's firstborn sons,” “co-heirs with
Christ,” “Church of the firstborn,” “a royal priesthood,” all refer to the
same group who will rule and reign with Christ Jesus during the Messianic
Era --- faithful Christians.

5. The bride of Christ will be able to enter the kingdom and rule with
Christ for one thousand years. The remaining body of Christ (Church)
will not be permitted to enter the kingdom, but will be cast out during this
time.
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CHAPTER FOUR
TIMELINE OF GOD'S REDEMPTIVE PLAN

Introduction

Why study prophecy? In Matthew 4:4 (Deuteronomy 8:3c), our Lord
Jesus Christ said that man shall live by every word that proceeds from the
mouth of God. The entire Word of God centers on Christ, His return and
the establishment of His kingdom. The prophecies from the Old and New
Testament (a detailed view in the Book of Revelation), reveals God's
ultimate plan and His perfect will for man. What could be more
important?

“Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this
prophecy, and keep those things which are written in it, for the
time is near.” (Revelation 1:3)

God says that individuals who study, understand and retain prophecy will
be blessed. It is by and through the study of prophecy that one can realize
that the time of His return is near and in turn be prepared. In this, one will
be blessed with an abundant entrance into the kingdom of the heavens.

And so we have the prophetic word confirmed, which you do well
to heed as a light that shines in a dark place, until the day dawns
and the morning star rises in your hearts; knowing this first, that
no prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation, for
prophecy never came from the will of man, but holy men of God
spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit. (2 Peter 1:19-21)

Prophecy in the Word will continue to point to the source of all truth —
Christ — until He returns in glory. Prophecy is the Light which God has
given us as a guide in this time of darkness. When Jesus walked the earth,
He spoke repeatedly of His second coming and His future Millennial
kingdom. We see this in all four of the Gospels. Therefore, | believe this
is of great importance for Christians to know, otherwise Christ would not
have mentioned it so many times.
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One reason to study prophecy is so that we can know the approximate
time period of our Lord's return and in turn watch and be ready for His
appearing. Christ loves us so much that He gave His Spirit and His Word,
even sacrificed Himself for us, so that we will enter into the kingdom
which He has prepared for those who love Him and long for His return.
Although we will not know the exact day and hour of His return, we are
given ample warning of the proximity of the close of this age to let us
know that His return is near.

Therefore, when one says he is not interested in prophecy or in the Lord's
return he is acknowledging that he has little interest in the Lord Jesus
Christ. And when one says he does not believe in the Lord's return he is
denying the Word of God. Because of the destructive work of the leaven
throughout this dispensation, Satan has been successful in keeping the
Word of the kingdom (the gospel of glory) from ever being mentioned in
the Church. Many Churches today preach continually on salvation of the
spirit (eternal salvation), of eternal damnation, baptisms, church programs,
of laying on hands, of the resurrection of the dead (Hebrews 6:1, 2) and
then stop there. The future Millennial kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ is
completely neglected.

One cannot preach the gospel and leave out half of the good news! We
must give the whole counsel of God, both the gospel of grace and the
gospel of glory. Leaving out the gospel of glory will not only produce
much confusion in the Scriptures, but it will also exclude the Christian’s
purpose and hope.

At Christ’s great commission, He came to His disciples (which extends to
all Christians) and spoke to them, saying,

“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all things that | have commanded you;
and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age."
(Matthew 28:19)

This is a commandment to all servants of God, then and now. Making
disciples involves three steps:

1) Ministering the gospel of Christ to all peoples of all nations
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2) Baptizing them (an acknowledgment of the birth from above)

3) Teaching them to observe all things that Jesus had taught and
commanded

What did Jesus teach and command? Primarily, He taught “the Gospel of
the kingdom” (Matthew 4:23; Acts 1:1-3). In the Book of Matthew
alone, the word “kingdom” appears over forty times. Christians are
commanded to make disciples of other Christians, which involves teaching
them all things concerning His coming kingdom and how to participate in
it. In Amos 3:7, Scripture says:

"Surely the Lord God does nothing, unless He reveals His secret to
His servants the prophets."

This means that God has revealed all prophecy to the Old Testament
prophets, His servants. Through the study of prophecy in His Word we
will know all truth, and know His plan and purpose for the ages.

Is this world coming to an end? What does the future hold? What is
going to happen next? There is order in the plans and purposes of God (1
Corinthians 14:40); and Scripture seems to point to the next prophetic
event --- the removal of the Church.

In the beginning God created two realms, the heavens and the earth.
(Genesis 1:1). And God rules from the heavens over the earth. (Psalm
103:19-22). The phrase, “the heavens rule” in Daniel 4:26 refer to God’s
rule over His entire kingdom and to the rule of messianic angels whom He
has placed over provinces in His kingdom (Psalm 103:20-22; Ephesians
2:2; 6:12). And the angel in which God anointed as His cherub to rule
under Him was Lucifer (after his fall, he was known as “Satan”), a
position that presently continues to be occupied by him over the province
in which man resides (Job 1:6; 2:1; Isaiah 14:13; Ezekiel 28:14) until he
is brought down in the future. God did not plan for angels to rule forever,
this was God’s plan for man, “the first man, the Last Man --- the first
Adam, the Last Adam.” (Hebrews 1:1-14). This plan of government
from the heavens over the earth was designed for Christ and His co-heirs,
Christ being the Head, the King of kings and God’s firstborn begotten
Son. (2 Samuel 7:14; Psalms 2:7; John 3:16; Hebrews 1:5, 6)
“Sonship” implies rulership; only “sons” can occupy regal positions in
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God’s kingdom and only “sons” have rights to an inheritance — as in the
examples of Isaac and Ishmael, Esau and Jacob, Joseph and his brothers).

These two realms (the heavens and the earth) formed two realms within a
theocracy in which man was to ultimately rule. Man had been created in
the beginning to rule the earth in the stead of the incumbent ruler, Satan
(Genesis 1:26-28); and Satan’s rule at that time, which continues today,
was from a heavenly realm over the earth. (Ephesians 6:12) Thus, in
order for man/Man to occupy the position created for him/Him, he/He will
have to reside in both realms of the kingdom — heavenly and earthly.

Since the fall of Adam, God's redemptive plan for man has been in effect.
God will redeem His people back to the position for which they were
originally created, but they have to desire it and work for it. Man has a
choice. We should take into account what happened to Jacob (Brave
Heart) and the unprofitable servant. Each received their just payment for
their decision and service to the Lord. Consider what your decision is for
the Lord. Consider that Day when you will stand face to face with our
Lord Jesus Christ.

As one looks at the structure of the Bible, it is clear to see that it has a
beginning and an end, with different time periods and dispensations
(Ephesians 1:10; 3:2). The word dispensation is the Greek word
oikonomia (Strong’s #G3622) meaning “administration (of a household);
specifically an economy or stewardship.” A dispensation is an
administration or a stewardship within a period of time during which God
is allowing man to be tested in order to determine his ability to rule the
earth.

Within each dispensation or stewardship (meaning house management),
God governed His people differently. For example, God's dealings with
the Jews are very different from His dealings with the Gentiles and both of
these are dealt with differently than the Church. For instance, the laws
and orders of worship for the Jews are separate and distinct and do not
apply to the Church. Also, God's dealings with man after Pentecost, with
the gift of the Spirit, are different from His dealings with man before
Pentecost. Therefore, according to the Scriptures, the Lord administered
different messages to different groups (Jews, Gentiles and Christians) in
three periods of time.
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Scripture divides the human race into three separate and distinct groups of
individuals, forming three creations — Jews, Gentiles, and the Church, i.e.
Christians. (1 Corinthians 10:32)

Within these three creative acts of God, there are three dispensations
consisting of 2000 years each which complete 6,000 years of the history of
man known as Man's Day, from Adam to the removal of the Church. And
within these three dispensations covering 6,000 years of Man’s Day, it
completes one age.

The word age is the Greek word aion (Strong’s #G165) meaning “course,
duration of time — past, present or future; by implication the world — the
ages.” Scripture refers to only two periods of time or two ages that exist
and it is presented within the six days of work followed by a seventh day
of rest in Genesis 1:1-2:3. One age covers a period of six thousand years
[Man’s Day] and the other age covers a period of one thousand years [the
Lord’s Day], the Messianic Era. Within these two ages covering a span of
7000 years, there are four dispensations.

The first dispensation began with the creation of Adam and ended
with the tower of Babel. Due to Adam’s fall, man proved unfit to exercise
dominion, and this dispensation ended in judgment, first with Adam &
Eve being cast out of the Garden and then again with the descendants of
Noah being scattered abroad over the face of the earth when they began to
build the tower of Babel for their own glory, without the leadership of
God. This dispensation involved God’s dealings with all of mankind
which ended in judgment.

After the fall of Adam, a division could be looked upon through viewing
man as either saved or unsaved, for the first 2,000 years of human history.
There was simply man in his fallen state (saved or unsaved) belonging to
one creation, the only one that existed. But then, a new beginning is seen
in the experiences of Noah immediately following the flood (Genesis 9:1-
13), and this new beginning is dealt with more fully in the subsequent
experiences of Abraham. (Genesis 11:26-25:8).

Each dispensation that followed thereafter ended in judgment. It is
prophesied in the Scriptures that this current dispensation in which we live
will end in judgment as well. And this judgment, for Israel and the
Gentiles, will be composed of seven years of Tribulation on earth, such as
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never before been seen. Immediately before this time of trouble on earth,
Christians will be removed to face Christ at His judgment seat in heaven.

The second dispensation, known as the dispensation of law, began
with a different approach regarding God’s dealings with man for his
redemption. God chose one individual, Abraham, to be the one in whom
“a special people” (Exodus 19:5; Deuteronomy 26:18; Psalm 135:4)
would form and would be favored with blessings. In turn, they were to be
a blessing to all mankind. First, they would be the channel through which
our Lord Jesus Christ would come (2 Samuel 7:12, 13). Second, they
would be given the Word of God (Romans 3:1, 2). Third, they were to be
God’s witnesses to the ends of the earth (Isaiah 43:9).

Abraham obeyed God when he was called to leave Ur of the Chaldeans
and go into another land, the land of Canaan “which he would receive as
an inheritance” (Genesis 11:31-12:5; 13:14-17; 15:18-21). From the
land of his birth He “went out, not knowing where he was going,” dwelling
“in tents with Isaac and Jacob [as pilgrims, yet to receive the inheritance
(Genesis 37:1; Exodus 6:4)], the heirs with him of the same promise.”
And he “looked for a city which has foundations, whose builder and
maker is God” (Hebrews 11:8-10).

Abraham was called to journey from one land to another, and he was to
receive the land to which he had been called for an inheritance. For
Abraham, the call was from one earthly land to another earthly land.

[But many Old Testament saints understood that there were two
realms within an inheritance to be realized by Abraham and his
seed — both an earthly and a heavenly. And many of these
individuals, including Abraham, looked beyond the earthly land
to the heavenly (Hebrews 11:12-16).]

The promise given to Abraham can be seen in Genesis 22:17, 18:

That in blessing | will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply
your descendants as the stars of the heaven and as the sand
which is on the seashore; and your descendants shall possess the
gate of their enemies.

In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because
you have obeyed My voice.
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In Genesis 22:17, 18, God refers to Abraham’s descendants being looked
upon in two realms: as the stars of the heaven and as the sand which is on
the seashore (heavenly and earthly). The phrase possessing the gate refers
to the manner in which the control of affairs would be taken from the
enemy. It is only through a control of this nature in both realms, by the
seed of Abraham, that the nations of the earth can (and will) be blessed
(Genesis 12:1-3).

The nation of Israel (Jews) originated with Abraham, the father of the
nation. From the birth of Abraham’s son, Isaac, the Old Testament centers
on one nation — the nation descending from Isaac, Jacob, and Jacob’s
twelve sons. Through Jacob, who became Israel, God created the
existence of this special group known as the Jews. This special people are
God’s firstborn sons (Exodus 4:22).

And despite the Jews (Israel) continued disobedience towards God, they
will always remain God’s firstborn sons. God performed a special creative
act in Abraham’s grandson, Jacob. Through Jacob’s descendants, God
would bring His plans and purposes to pass. From Jacob’s twelve sons
sprang the twelve tribes of Israel, forming the nation through which God
gave man the Redeemer, the written Word of God, and through which all
blessings for mankind flow.

After the creation of Israel, the Gentiles came into existence, who would
make up mankind from those who failed God before the call of Abraham.
After the call of Abraham, they were considered “[spiritually] dead in
trespasses and sin,” and were pagans, worshipping idols and false gods.
The Gentiles were made up of those outside the seed of Abraham.
Therefore, Israel was chosen by God to be His own special people and to
witness to the Gentiles.

However, because of Israel’s disobedience and unbelief, they failed in
being God’s witness to the Gentiles. Israel, for a time and to an extent,
realized the earthly portion of this kingdom during Old Testament
days. But because of the nation’s continued disobedience, the theocracy
was eventually brought to an end.

When Christ came the first time, He offered the heavenly realm of the
kingdom — the kingdom of the heavens (Matthew 4:17; 5:12; 10:7;
13:24, 31, 52) — to the nation of Israel. This offer was contingent on
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Israel’s national repentance (a requirement due to the nation’s
disobedience through centuries of time, until that time [a condition that
continues to exist during the present time], described in Isaiah 1:4, 5 as
“the whole head is sick”). However, the Jewish people, in keeping with
their past disobedience, rejected the offer and their Messiah, resulting in
the crucifixion of the Lord (Zechariah 12:10; Matthew 16:21; 20:17-19;
23:34-39; 26:3-5, 14; Luke 4:28-30; John 19:10-16; Acts 2:22-24, 36;
3:12-15; 1 Thessalonians 2:14, 15; Revelation 1:7)

Thirty-seven years following Christ’s crucifixion, in 70 A.D., God
punished Israel with the destruction of Jerusalem. This time period, which
involved God’s dealings with the Jews, lasted nearly 2,000 years — shy of
seven years, which will be dealt with in the future during the seven year
Tribulation, a time of severe judgment.

The third dispensation opened with the creation of the “one new man
in Christ,” neither Jew nor Gentile, but the two forming the Church. This
third and last special creative act of God within the human race is the
Church of God (Christians). And this creation, rather than occurring in the
physical realm, occurred in the spiritual realm. The former two creations
(Jew and Gentile) could be passed through one’s progeny, but not so with
the third creation (Christian). Within God’s plans and purposes, all
spiritual blessings for mankind were to be realized through Abraham and
his seed. Israel was set aside temporarily and God gave the responsibility
to the Church to be ministers of God’s Word to the ends of the earth. God
called into existence an entirely new creation “in Christ,” who would be
“Abraham’s seed [because of an individual’s positional standing ‘in
Christ,” who is Abraham’s Seed], and heirs according to the promise
(Galatians 3:26-29; 6:15; Ephesians 2:10; 4:24; 2 Corinthians
5:17). And God is presently offering to this new creation “in Christ” that
which was taken from Israel—the heavenly land, not the earthly
land. Israel’s covenant of the earthly land will never change. They will
possess and rule from their land, Jerusalem --- forever. The remnant of
Israel will one day inherit their earthly promise and those within the
Church, who prove to be faithful, will inherit the heavenly promise.

Israel’s rejection of the proffered heavenly kingdom was the reason for a
third creation, occupying a position “in Christ” as Christ’s body and Christ
as the Head of the body (Ephesians 1:22, 23).
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This was something not possible for Israel, for Israel was God’s wife
(Jeremiah 2:20; 3:1-8, 14-20; Ezekiel 16; Hosea 1:2; 4:15) and did not
comprise Christ’s body. The existence of the one new man “in Christ”
consisted of both Abraham’s seed and Christ’s body, a body of believers
to be taken from His body as His bride (Ephesians 5:22-32; Revelation
19:7) who is to co-reign with Him from the heavenly realm of the
kingdom. (Ephesians 2:6, 7; Philippians 3:20; Hebrews 3:1; 11:16; 1
Peter 1:4). And this new creation is neither Jew nor Gentile, both being
removed and placed in a new spiritual identity (Galatians 3:26-29). The
Jew or Gentile, upon believing in Christ, passes from death unto life,
allowing him to occupy a positional standing in Christ as God’s firstborn
son. Within this realm, he is no longer associated with his prior creation,
whether Jew or Gentile (2 Corinthians 5:17; Galatians 3:26-29;
Colossians 3:9-11).

If one was a Jew prior to the time of belief, he ceased to be a Jew. He
relinquished his national identity and became a new creation “in Christ.”
“Old things have passed away, behold all things have become new” (2
Corinthians 5:17c). The same thing pertains if he were a Gentile prior to
the time of belief. He also relinquished his national identity and became a
new creation “in Christ,” a Christian. A Jew, relinquishing his national
identity, relinquishes his place among a nation promised to one day realize
earthly promises and blessings (Isaiah 9:6). But, by doing so, he comes
into possession of a “higher calling.” He now finds himself part of a
nation who is promised to one day realize heavenly promises and blessings
(1 Peter 1:3-9; 2:9, 10).

But this does not dispose of national Israel. Israel will always be God’s
firstborn son. Jews who remain in unbelief make up the nation of Israel.
God will be deal with them again in the future and when Christ returns,
the nation as a whole will be saved. God will never do away with any of
His firstborn sons: Christ, Israel and the Church! (Romans 11:29)

A Gentile, relinquishing his national identity, relinquishes his place among
the nations who are without God, without hope and blessings (Ephesians
2:12; 3:5, 6).

Therefore, the matter surrounding the new creation “in Christ” is spiritual
and the matter surrounding the prior two creations (in Adam, in Jacob) is
physical (natural). The first two creations can be passed from one
generation to the next via the natural birth, but the latter creation cannot —
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it is spiritual and must be experienced upon one’s belief on the Lord Jesus
Christ.

And upon belief on the Lord Jesus Christ, the Spirit breathing life into the
person who was spiritually dead and bringing about the new creation,
results in no change in the physical. An example can be seen with Paul, a
new creation in Christ, could also refer to himself as “a Jew” (by birth—
Acts 21:39), and “a Hebrew” (Philippians 3:5).

His identity “in Christ” was spiritual and his identity as “a Jew” had to do
with his identity outside of Christ, associating him with that which was
natural.

There are numerous examples in Scripture that differentiate Israel,
Gentiles and the Church:

1. God created Israel in Jacob (Isaiah 43:1)

2. God created the Gentiles (those outside the seed of
Abraham) after the creation of Israel, referred to in Ephesians
2:12

3. God created the Church, the new man “in Christ,” neither Jew
nor Greek. (Colossians 3:9-11)

These three creations have and always will be differentiated throughout

the ages. They were created so that God’s plans and purposes would be
fulfilled.

God deals with Christians alone during the present dispensation, from
Pentecost to the rapture. Christians (Church), forming the “new creation”
in Christ, did not exist prior to Jesus first coming (otherwise it would not
be a “new” creation); and when this dispensation is over (which will occur
when the Spirit completes His search for a bride for God’s Son),
Christians (all) will be removed. God can (and will) then turn back prior
to Pentecost with Israel and complete His dealings with this nation, a
period of seven years (Daniel’s unfulfilled 70th Week), the Tribulation
period, which will bring down Gentile world power and bring Israel to a
state of repentance.
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Presently, Israel remains in a state of blindness until Christ returns and
restores them to their land. Israel in that future Day will be at the “head of
the nations” as a theocracy, ruling and reigning from their earthly land, a
land that God had initially promised to Abraham, lsaac and Jacob.
Faithful Christians, along with faithful OIld Testament saints and
Tribulation saints, will rule and reign from the heavenly realm of the
kingdom.

At present, we are living in the third dispensation, and God says that it will
end in judgment as well. This is the dispensation of the fullness of the
times (Ephesians 1:10). The close of this dispensation will be seen with
the removal of the Church to the judgment seat of Christ in heaven. Our
Most High God has revealed in His Word what is to come --- prophecy
that is certain to be realized. Therefore, we must turn our attention to the
Word of God. Biblical prophecy is the only reliable source connecting the
past to the future. And within prophecy, it is revealed numerous times that
we are most assuredly living in the last days. A period of 2,000 years
since Pentecost, and three dispensations totaling 6,000 years is coming to
pass.

The fourth dispensation will be the Messianic Era, which will last for
a period of one thousand years and involves God dealing with all three
groups: Jews, Gentiles and the Church as a whole. God will give the
kingdom to His Son, and He will begin His rule and reign along with His
elect over the earth. God has called both Jesus and Israel His firstborn,
One begotten and one adopted. And through Christ, the Church (more
specifically, the overcomers) is considered His firstborn through adoption,
but not made manifest until the judgment seat of Christ.

Jesus as Firstborn:
For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to
the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many
brethren. (Romans 8:29)

Israel as firstborn:

Thus says the Lord, "Israel is My son, My firstborn.” (Exodus
4:22)
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Church as firstborn:

But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God,
the heavenly Jerusalem, to an innumerable company of angels, to
the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are
registered in heaven, to God the Judge of all, to the spirits of just
men made perfect, to Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, and
to the blood of sprinkling that speaks better things than that of
Abel. (Hebrews 12:22-24)

These three firstborn sons of God will rule during the future Messianic Era
and throughout the Eternal Ages. Israel will rule on the earth (2 Samuel
7; lsaiah 43:5, 6; Jeremiah 31:1-14; Ezekiel 37:12-14; Chapter 40;
Revelation 5:10) and Christians will rule from the heavens (John 14:1-4;
Ephesians 1:10; Philippians 3:14, 20; Colossians 1:5; 3:1, 2; Hebrews
11:13-16; 12:24; 1 Peter 1:4-9; Revelation 2:7, 3:12, 21) . Christ will
rule and reign from both realms of the kingdom: He will sit in the
heavenly throne with His bride—those selected from the Church
(Ephesians 5:22-33; Revelation 3:21, 22-4:5; 19:6-9) and He will rule
and reign from David’s earthly throne in Jerusalem with God’s wife, Israel
(2 Samuel 7; Jeremiah 3:14; lIsaiah 9:6). Therefore, Christ, being
omniscient, omnipresent and omnipotent, will reign from both realms of
the kingdom—the earthly Mount Zion and Jerusalem (Joel 2:32) and the
heavenly Mount Zion and Jerusalem (Hebrews 12:22). And this is not
difficult for our God to do, the One who created the worlds (ages), the
heavens and the earth, angels, man and everything in it.

Then the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah, saying, “Behold I
am the Lord, the God of all flesh. Is there anything too hard for
Me?” (Jeremiah 32:26, 27)
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CHAPTER FOUR - PART ONE

MAN'S DAY: 6,000 YEARS

In order to properly understand the timeline in which God set His plan of
redemption for man, we must start where God started --- in the beginning,
in the Book of Genesis. The creation of the heavens and earth was not a
random event, but was always in the plans and purposes of God. All three
Persons of the Trinity were present for the implementation of the creation.
The heavens were created first as the base of rulership over the earth.

“....your kingdom shall be assured to you, after you come to know
that heaven rules.” (Daniel 4:26)

Thus says the Lord: “Heaven is My throne, and earth is My
footstool.” (Isaiah 66:1)

The heavens and the earth were created perfectly and not in vain, but to be
inhabited.

“For thus says the Lord, Who created the heavens, Who is God,
Who formed the earth and made it, Who has established it, Who
did not create it in vain, Who formed it to be inhabited; | am the
Lord and there is no other.” (lsaiah 45:18)

Following the creation of the heavens and the earth, God created the
angels, assigning His messianic angel, Lucifer, to be ruler over the earth.
This messianic angel became Satan, who originated sin, leading a third of
the created angels away from God. It was Satan who caused the earth to
become void and in chaos.

“You were the anointed cherub who covers; | established you; you
were on the holy mountain of God; you walked back and forth in
the midst of fiery stones. You were perfect in your ways from the
day you were created, till iniquity was found in you.

By the abundance of your trading you became filled with violence
within, and you sinned. Therefore | cast you as a profane thing out
of the mountain of God; And I destroyed you, o covering cherub,
from the midst of the fiery stones.” (Ezekiel 28:14)
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The earth was without form, and void; and darkness (evilness;
Satan) was on the face of the deep. (Genesis 1:2)

It is at this point in time that the ruined creation was restored, beginning
with the heavens then the earth. God created all things through Christ and
for Christ; and from the beginning it was purposed that Christ and His co-
heirs would have rulership one day.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things
were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that
was made. (John 1:1)

For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are
on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or
principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and
for Him.” (Colossians 1:16)

God's work of restoration for the ruined creation resulted in six days of
work followed by a seventh day of rest, and on the sixth day, this work of
restoration included the creation of man.

Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our
likeness; let them have dominion...” Then God saw everything He
had made, and indeed it was very good. So the evening and the
morning were the sixth day. Thus the heavens and the earth and
all the host of them were finished. And on the seventh day God
ended His work which He had done, and He rested on the seventh
day from all His work which He had done. (Genesis 1:26-2:2)

Then, immediately after the fall of man, God began a work of restoring
ruined man. And in dealing with the restoration of ruined man, although
the numeric pattern stays the same, the duration of days change. In God's
like pattern, He would continue this restoration for six thousand years of
work followed by a seventh one-thousand year of rest. Each of the six
days of work will be one thousand years in length, followed by a thousand
years of rest (1000 year reign of Christ), and following, the Eternal Ages.
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In comparing Scripture with Scripture, the meaning of it is this: that in six
thousand years from the creation of man, the Lord will bring all things to
an end, for with Him one day is as a thousand years, as God so testifies:

But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one
day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.
(2 Peter 2:8)

Then, at the end of six thousand years, the millennial Rest will begin,
which will last for a period of one thousand years. Just as the restorative
works of all the creation had been finished in six days, their duration in
their present condition was fixed to six thousand years. By the same
analogy, this long period of restoration would be succeeded by a joyful
Sabbath of a thousand years, in which Christ along with His saints would
reign upon the earth. And it is therefore of great importance to see why
God sanctified the seventh day, as the day of Rest---a history of the past
and a prophecy of the future.

Then God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it, because in it
He rested from all His work which God had created and made.
(Genesis 2:3)

And this is the exact pattern that God used in setting required times and
feasts to be celebrated and remembered by the Jewish people, as a sign to
keep it ever in their minds, a sign pointing to the Seventh day, the end of
this age.

Six days shall work be done, but the seventh day is a Sabbath of
solemn rest, a holy convocation. You shall do no work on it; it is
the Sabbath of the Lord in all your dwellings. (Leviticus 23:3)

God's covenant to Israel for the inheritance of Canaan, the promise land,
was a promise of rest to all those who were obedient to Him.

So the Lord gave to Israel all the land of which He had sworn to
give to their fathers and they took possession of it and dwelt in it.
The Lord gave them rest all around, according to all that He had
sworn to their fathers. And not a man of all their enemies stood
against them; the Lord delivered all their enemies into their hand.
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Not a word failed of any good thing which the Lord had spoken to
the house of Israel. All came to pass. (Joshua 21:43-45)

The Promised Land is a type of the future kingdom on earth for the nation
of Israel and is also a type of the future kingdom in heaven for the bride.
Entering and conquering the land enabled Israel to experience God's rest,
which He had covenanted to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. The author of
Hebrews equates this Old Testament concept of rest with entering into
Christ's rest, that is, His future Millennial kingdom.

Therefore, since a promise remains of entering His rest, let us fear
lest any of you seem to have come short of it. For indeed the
gospel was preached to us as well as to them (Israel); but the word
which they heard did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in
those who heard it. For we who have believed do enter that rest,
as He has said:

“So I swore in My wrath, They shall not enter My rest,”
although the works were finished from the foundation of the world.

For He has spoken in a certain place of the seventh day in this
way: 'And God rested on the seventh day from all His works, ” and
again in this place: “They shall not enter My rest.”

Since therefore it remains that some must enter it, and those to
whom it was first preached did not enter because of disobedience,
again He designates a certain day...

There remains therefore a rest for the people of God. (Hebrews
4:1-7,9)

The Day of Rest pertains to the Seventh Day, the seventh one thousand
year period of the Messianic Era, also known as the Lord’s Day. Man's
Day is the timeline from the creation of man, Adam, until Christ’s return
for His Church or the end of this age, a time span of 6,000 years.

Chapters five through nine of Genesis cover ten generations from Adam
to Noah. These ten generations are types (examples) covering three
dispensations to include the rapture of the Church, the Tribulation, and the
opening of the Messianic Era. In the genealogical listing from Adam to
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Noah, it is interesting to note that they were designed to mark certain key
figures for purposes of connection, for tying together two great periods
(two ages: present age and Millennial age), and for revealing the seed by
which Christ would come. And the reason for this particular order has to
do with man’s restoration after his fall:

1. Salvation through death and shed blood (Abel) which reveals man’s
spirit salvation.

2. The removal of a man (Enoch) from earth to heaven before the Flood
reveals the removal of the Church before the Tribulation.

3. A man (Noah) left behind but saved through the Flood reveals the
nation of Israel being saved through the Tribulation.

Note that Enoch foreshadows all Christians and that he was raptured to
heaven before the Flood. He was the seventh from Adam [Jude 14]. The
number “seven” in Scripture indicates “completeness for that which is in
view.” Therefore, the genealogical listing from Adam to Enoch (Genesis
5:1-25) forms seven genealogies:

Adam 930 years (Genesis 5:5)
Seth 912 years (Genesis 5:8)
Enosh 905 years (Genesis 5:11)
Cainan 910 years (Genesis 5:14)
Mahalalel 895 years (Genesis 5:17)
Jared 962 years (Genesis 5:20)
Enoch 365 years (Genesis 5:23)

NoookrwbdPE

During Jared’s day, man’s wickedness upon the earth was great, as angels
in the kingdom of Satan took wives from the female descendants of
Enoch, Cain’s son [Genesis 6:1-4]. Therefore, God commenced
judgment upon the earth in order to cleanse it (with the Flood) from this
corruption of the human race, a distortion of the husband-wife relationship
that God had initially established. The disruption of this divinely
established relationship (the pattern in which man will conduct his
appointed rule in the future kingdom), was the way Satan selected to
prevent man from ascending the throne. However, before the Flood, God
extended a grace period of 120 years before expending His wrath.
Recorded in Genesis 6:3, the Lord says,
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"My spirit shall not strive with man forever, for he is indeed flesh;
yet his days shall be one hundred and twenty years."

The combined number of years in which each individual lived from Adam
to Enoch until the Flood (5,879 years plus the grace period of 120 years),
equal to 5,999 years — one year short of 6,000 years. Therefore, God
patterned these genealogies in specific order and highlighted these seven
individual’s life span for a specific reason — to reveal the timeline of the
end of the age. Furthermore, the three generations following Enoch, the
10th generation (the number “10” meaning completion), bring the whole
matter to a close, with Israel restored and the Messianic Era ushered in.

Note that this “grace period of 120 years” alone reveals the length of time
assigned for Man’s Day, a time from Adam to the end of this age. This is
the allotted time in which God gave man to work out your own salvation
(Philippians 2:12b).

Within the Levitical laws, God commanded that every fifty years be
considered one jubilee. The word jubilee is the Hebrew word yobel
(Strong’s #H3104) meaning “the blast of a trumpet; the signal of the silver
trumpets—rams horn, trumpet;” and terua (Strong’s #H8643) meaning
“acclamation of joy or a battle-cry; especially clangor of trumpets, as an
alarm.” On the fiftieth year (a jubilee) it was considered a Sabbath year of
rest. The Jewish people were to celebrate and keep the jubilee throughout
their generations, which had to do with redemption, both for individuals
and for land.

“That fiftieth year shall be a Jubilee to you, in it you shall neither
sow nor reap what grows of its own accord, nor gather the grapes
of your untended vine. For it is the Jubilee; it shall be holy to you;
you shall eat its produce from the field." (Leviticus 25:11)

In the year of Jubilee, every fiftieth year, the Israelites were to proclaim
liberty, which meant specifically that all debts were canceled, all Israelites
who sold themselves into slavery were freed, and all unredeemed land
reverted back to its original owner. The year of Jubilee then has to do
with the Jewish people who will one day be restored to their land. It has
to do with Christ, the Lamb slain, found worthy to open the scroll and
redeem the land, the earth, at the end of the age. It has to do with the
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redemption of the inheritance (the earth) and with marriage (God and
Israel; Christ and His bride).

Therefore, if you take one jubilee (50 years) and multiply it by 120 years
of Man's Day, the result is 6,000 years. Within this grace period of six
thousand years, God provided man the opportunity to follow Him and
allow the Spirit of God to do His work in order to prepare for the Sabbath
year of Rest — the Messianic Era.

Man has been given 6,000 years to show they are worthy to rule. At the
end of this time, the trumpet of God will sound proclaiming the end of the
age. Following the removal of the Church to the Judgment seat, the
overcomers (those shown qualified) will possess the covering of glory, in
the image and likeness of Christ (1 Corinthians 15:42-49). The Lord
will restore Israel back to their land, the redemption of the inheritance will
be completed, and a dual marriage will be consummated, both Christ and
His bride (a select portion called out from the Church) along with God and
His wife, Israel.

The following table shows Man’s Day of six thousand years from the

perspective of restoration week, the dispensations, and in Jubilees:

Restoration Week

4000 B.C. 3000 B.C. 2000 B .C. 1000 B.C. 1000 A.D. 2000 A.D. 3000 A.D.
Adam Abraham Jesus Present Kingdom
40 Jubilees 40 Jubilees 40 Jubilees 120 Jubilees

2000 years 2000 years 2000 years 6000 years

The first row shows the material creation restored within six days of work
and ending on the seventh day of rest. The second and remaining rows
show Man’s Day from Adam (4000 B.C.) to the present, which totals 120
jubilee years or 6,000 years, with Man’s Day coming to a close and the
Kingdom Age of one thousand years approaching.

God provides another example of the timeline in which Man's Day will
come to an end --- the Third Day. There is perfect order in the times and
events of God's actions. They are examples set for us so that we may
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know His plan and be prepared. One of these examples of the Third Day,
two thousand years of Man's Day followed by resurrection on the third
one-thousandth year (from Pentecost to the end of this age) is recorded in
the Book of Jonah:

Now the Lord had prepared a great fish to swallow Jonah. And
Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights.

Then Jonah prayed to the Lord his God from the fish's belly. And
he said: “I cried out to the Lord because of my affliction, and He
answered me. Out of the belly of Sheol I cried.....

... Yet You have brought up my life from the pit, O Lord, my God...
...Salvation is of the Lord.

So the Lord spoke to the fish, and it vomited Jonah onto dry land.
Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah the second time, saying,
" Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and preach to it the message
that | tell you.

So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the
Lord." (Jonah 1:17-2:2, 6, 9c, 10; 3:1-3)

Jonah is presented as two types: the nation of Israel and Christ. Jonah was
in the belly of the fish, in the sea (“sea” in Scripture either refers to
“Gentiles” or “the place of death”) for three days. On the third day
(signifying resurrection), Jonah was raised up out of the sea (place of
death) and was again called to be a witness in Nineveh. This time he
obeyed and immediately went to preach God’s word to the Gentiles.

This account forms a word-picture of Israel’s present condition, being in a
state of death because of their blindness and disobedience. However, on
the third day, at the end of this age, Israel will be raised up out of the place
of death and will finally fulfill that which they were initially called to do
— they will carry God’s message to the Gentiles.

In the Book of Matthew, when Jesus was ministering to the Scribes and
Pharisees, He brought up the significance of Jonah and the three days as a
sign for the coming of the Son of Man:



A Life to Overcome m

But He answered and said to them, “An evil and adulterous
generation seeks after a sign, and no sign will be given to it except
the sign of the prophet Jonah.

For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the
great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in
the heart of the earth.

The men of Nineveh (Gentiles) will rise up in the judgment with
this generation and condemn it, because they repented at the
preaching of Jonah; and indeed a greater than Jonah is here.

The queen of the South (Gentiles) will rise up in the judgment with
this generation and condemn it, for she came from the ends of the
earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and indeed a greater than
Solomon is here." (Matthew 13:39-42)

In Matthew 13:39-42, Jonah is presented as a type of Christ. In verse 40,
Jesus is speaking of His own death and resurrection. He then speaks of
the ‘men of Nineveh’ or the saved from among the Gentiles who, unlike
the Jewish people, believed in the Son of Man and will rise up and rule on
the Third Day, following two thousand years from Christ's resurrection.

We can also see the significance of the Third Day with Jesus’ death and
resurrection. Jesus died and was buried for two days and on the third day,
He was resurrected. The number of days of Jesus' death and resurrection
symbolize the number of years (in thousands) of the rapture and
resurrection of the Church, as well as Israel’s resurrection.

From that time Jesus began to show to His disciples that He must
go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief
priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised the third day.
(Matthew 16:21)

For | delivered to you first of all that which | also received: that
Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures [Old Testament
Scriptures], and that He was buried, and that He rose again the
third day according to the Scriptures. (1 Corinthians 15:3)

Come, and let us return to the Lord; For He has torn, but He
will heal us; He has stricken, but He will bind us up. After two
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days He will revive us; On the third day He will raise us up,
that we may live in His sight. (Hosea 6:1, 2)

Hosea 6:1, 2 is a prophecy directed to the nation of Israel, a prophecy
indicating that after two thousand years from Pentecost, after being
scattered and held captive amongst the nations, Israel will be resurrected
and restored. Yet this prophesy will inevitably affect Christians as well, as
God will revive and raise them up after two thousand years from
Pentecost, on the Third Day, to heaven.

Another example of the Third Day (and the Seventh Day) is revealed in
Lazarus' death and resurrection. Four days after Lazarus sickness and near
death, Jesus is called to come and heal him. However, Jesus stays away
two more days, and on the third day, He raises Lazarus from the dead.
This typifies two thousand years from Pentecost until the end of the age
and a total of six thousand years from Adam. It typifies the time when the
Lord is away and when Israel is in a state of sickness until the Lord
returns. On the third day, Israel will be restored and the earthly promises
made to them will be realized.

When Jesus heard that, He said, "This sickness is not unto death,
but for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified
through it."

Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. So, when He
heard that he was sick, He stayed two more days in the place
where He was.

Then after this He said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea
again.”...

“Our friend Lazarus sleeps, but | go that I may wake him up."
(John 11:4-7, 11b)

God's timing to accomplish His purpose is perfect. Man's Day, which
includes six thousand years from Adam to Christ’s second return, or two
thousand years from Pentecost to Christ's second return, is surely coming
to a close.
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God allotted this time for the purpose of accomplishing His work in
redeeming man by and through the guidance of the Holy Spirit. God calls
on those who will hear His Word, believe in Christ, and overcome their
lives by being faithfully obedient to Him until the end. All of which is
necessary in order to have a part in Christ’s Millennial kingdom.

HISTORY OF MAN

HISTORY OF MAN
6000 YEARS
(360-Year Calendar)
Three Dispensations

(2000 Years) 3874 BC to 1902 BC 1st Dispensation (Destruction- Tower of Babel)

* (1993 Years) 1902 BC to 63 AD ~ 2nd Dispensation (Destruction of Jerusalem- 70 AD)
(2000 Years) 63 AD to 20?2? AD 3 Dispensation (Judgment Seat of Christ)

* (7 Years) 202? AD to 20?? AD Tribulation to Christ’s 2™ Coming

*Israel’s setting aside in 63 AD left 7 years remaining of their 2000 year dispensation, which will be
completed yet future.
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CHAPTER FOUR - PART TWO

DAY OF THE LORD: MESSIANIC ERA

(Continuation of the Prologue)

Seated on His heavenly throne, Christ Jesus announces:

"Our mission is to bring order out of disorder and to bring peace
out of chaos. From the heavens, we will rule over the nations of
the earth until all Gentile rule, all authority and power is put down.
All enemies will be put down, and war will not exist among the
nations any longer. You are kings and priests, and you shall
possess power to rule over the nations. Rule over your designated
cities and execute true justice, showing mercy and compassion to
all. Beginning this day, govern in peace and righteousness. | will
dwell on my Holy Mountain Zion in the midst of My people and
sit on David's throne, as well as My Own throne with you in My
kingdom in the heavens. The twelve tribes of Israel will possess
the land of Israel and will also rule over the Gentile nations under
your authority.”

At that moment all the saints rise and say,

"Blessed be our King, blessed be our Rock, forever and ever! We
serve You, we praise You, we glorify You, O Lord! Let the
heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; and let them say among
the nations, The Lord reigns!" "

The crowd breaks up from the Messiah's announcement and proceeds to
their places. As Brave Heart walks over to his section, someone pats him
on the back to get his attention. He turns around to see who it is, and to
his surprise, is thrilled to meet up with his most favorite group of saints.
He recognizes his earthly wife and his friends that were part of his Church
on earth. Joy fills his heart and he screams,
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KINGDOM OF HEAVEN/1000 YEAR REIGN OF CHRIST
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"Praise God! How awesome this is!"
He hugs everyone and they begin to converse about their experiences.

On earth, Israel has been restored and is placed as the head of the nations.
As promised from the Lord, the borders of the land are divided as an
inheritance among the twelve tribes. A portion of the land is set aside for
the Lord, the Holy District. The priests reside in the Holy District, with
the center being the sanctuary of the Lord. The Holy City contains twelve
gates named after the twelve tribes of Israel and the name of the mountain
is: THE LORD IS THERE. The Lord will reign on the Holy Mountain and
dwell in the midst of Jerusalem. Jerusalem is called the City of Truth and
the remnant of His people shall be blessed. They shall be given the fruit
of the vine and the increase of the ground. No longer will they ever bear
the curse among the nations, but will be strong and prosperous over them.
And Israel will carry God's message to the ends of the earth for one
thousand years. They shall do no unrighteousness and speak no lies, nor
shall a deceitful tongue be found in their mouth, for they shall feed their
flocks with truth.

The Gentiles who survived the Tribulation make up the nations on the
earth. Since they still possess the old sin nature, they bear children who
also need to be redeemed. Israel's priestly role will be to feed the nations
with God's message. At this time, God restores a unified pure language
amongst all nations in the worship of Him. And all of God's people come
from all nations to worship Him at Mount Zion.

Many nations arrive and say,

"Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, He will teach
us His ways, and we shall walk in His paths."

The tabernacle that is called the “Holiest of All” has the ark of the
covenant overlaid on all sides with gold. Inside the ark of the covenant
contains the golden pot of manna, Aaron’s rod that budded, and the tablets
of the covenant. Above the ark is the cherubim of glory overshadowing
the Mercy Seat. And sitting on the Mercy Seat is Christ Jesus, filling the
temple with all of His glory! He rules and reigns, executes judgment and
righteousness on the earth. The wolf dwells with the lamb, the leopard
lies down with the young goat, the calf and the young lion are together;
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and, a little child leads them. The cow and the bear graze alongside each
other, as their young ones lie down together. The lion shall eat straw like
the ox. The nursing child plays by the cobra's hole, and the weaned child
puts his hand in the viper's den. They shall not hurt nor destroy on His
holy mountain, for the earth is full of the knowledge of the Lord and all is
peaceful.

Back in the kingdom of heaven, Brave Heart delights in his priestly rule
over the cities to which he is assigned. In spirit, he travels to earth to
oversee the people and to promote righteousness. His responsibility is to
govern the cities with justice and peace, to encourage all to keep God's
statutes, to exalt the Lord and worship at His footstool.

It never ceases to amaze him as he shares the actual throne with Christ, the
riches of glory and splendor of the kingdom. He is now in the place he
has always dreamed of. He is ruling and reigning with Christ!

The glory of the Lord needs no tabernacle filled with the golden censor or
the ephod, the breastplate, the golden lampstand, table of showbread, the
altar of incense or the bronze laver, for the Lord Himself replaces all these
things. He alone provides the Light, the cleansing, the sacrifice and the
life.

Furthermore, Brave Heart receives the supernatural sustenance that comes
from the Manna and the Tree of Life that enables him to function
effectively as co-ruler in Christ's kingdom. And the most awesome part of
the kingdom is the ability to be with Christ, to have a special intimacy
with Him.

....Now the thousand years is finished and God releases Satan, who
deceives the nations of the earth once again. And as a result of Satan's
deceptive acts, the world's armies gather for battle against God as they had
done before. Brave Heart knows that this is God's ultimate plan that will
close out the Messianic Era, to make an end of sin, to finish the
transgression, and to seal up vision and prophecy. He will deliver the
kingdom to God the Father, after He puts an end to all rule, all authority
and all power. Christ must reign until He has put all enemies under His
feet and the last enemy to be destroyed is Death, so that God His Father
may be all in all.
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The nations gather together, with millions and millions of soldiers, and
surround outside the city of Jerusalem.

Brave Heart tells the others,
"Why do the nations rage, and the people plot such a vain thing?"
The nations counsel together against the Lord and against His Son, saying,

"Let us break their bonds in pieces and cast away their cords form
us."

And the Lord God who sits in the heavens laughs at them and holds them
in derision. With the breath of God, fire comes down out of heaven and
devours them all. The devil who deceived them is cast into the lake of fire
where the beast and the false prophet are, and they are tormented day and
night forever. Then, the earth and the works that are in it are burned up, as
the elements melt with fervent heat and all creation is dissolved.

Afterwards, Brave Heart and the other saints enter the throne room of God
to witness the Great White Throne Judgment. First, the sea delivers up the
dead and then Hades delivers up the rest of the dead. A great multitude is
now present before God's throne. God the Father, Christ by His right hand
side and all the saints arrayed in white linen are seated. God is ready to
commence judgment on the unsaved.

Books are opened and the dead are judged according to the things which
were written in the books; according to their works. Then Death and
Hades are cast into the lake of fire. And anyone not found written in the
Book of Life are also cast into the lake burning with brimstone forever.

Immediately following, a great noise is heard and the heavens are seen
passing away, being on fire, as their elements dissolve. Brave Heart
stands watching in amazement as he witnesses this occurrence, saying,

"The end of the Millennium is here, now all things are made new."

(Prologue to be continued in Chapter four, part three)
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For the Unsaved -- LAKE OF FIRE
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The kingdom of heaven is near; within our reach. The Seventh day, the
Third day, will begin the Day of the Lord — the Messianic Era. The
Seventh Day is a reference to the Day of Rest, which will begin after
6,000 years from Adam (the first Adam), that which is foreshadowed by
the seven days in Genesis 1:1- 2:3. The Third Day is a reference to the
Day of Resurrection and will begin following 2,000 years from Pentecost
(from Christ’s Resurrection; the last Adam), that which is foreshadowed
by the third day of restoration in Genesis 1:9, 10 (the waters signifying
baptism and resurrection).

Note that Scripture equates the Day of the Lord with the Lord’s Day.
Within the context of Revelation 1:10, it is clear to see that John’s
reference to the “Lord’s Day” is a reference to the future “Day of the
Lord.” Their meaning is one and the same.

John was not only raptured to heaven but he was transported forward in
time to the end of this dispensation where he saw Christ as Judge in the
midst of the Church. From this point forward, matters surrounding first
the Church and then Israel have to do with judgment and redemption
during the Lord’s Day, the Day of the Lord. The prophecies recorded in
the Old Testament associate the Day of the Lord with the Lord’s judgment
and with redemption (Joel 2:1-11; Amos 5:16-27; Zephaniah 1:2-18;
Zechariah 14:1-15; Malachi 4:1-6). At the end of 6,000 years of Man’s
Day, “the kingdoms of this world” will become “the kingdoms of our
Lord, and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever!”
(Revelation 11:15).

The redemption of the inheritance will be completed at this time. The
bride will be revealed as Christ’s wife. Satan and his angels will no longer
hold the scepter of rulership over the earth. Christ the King with His
consort queen will finally hold the scepter.

The Day of the Lord, the Messianic Era, is referred to as “the times of
restoration of all things,” in Acts 3:19-21:

Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted
out, so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the
Lord,
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and that He may send Jesus Christ, who was preached to you
before,

whom heaven must receive until the times of restoration of all
things, which God has spoken by the mouth of all His holy
prophets since the world began.

At present, Christ is acting as High Priest according to the order of Aaron.
During the Day of the Lord, a period of one thousand years, there will be a
restoration of all things through Christ’s work of judging as Priest and
King, according to the order of Melchizedek (Hebrews 7:15).
Melchizedek, a type of Christ, was a king-priest in Salem (Genesis 14:18).
Salem is an older, shorter name for Jerusalem. The word is based on the
root from which we get the word, shalom, meaning “peace.” Christ will
administer cleansing and judgment over the nations of the earth until He
(along with His bride and God’s wife, Israel) has put down all rule, all
power and all authority.

“For He must reign till He has put all enemies under His feet.”
(1 Corinthians 15:25)

Christ will have a dual reign during this time. Christ's rule from the
heavens will include His co-heirs (His bride taken from His body, the
Church), who will have power and authority over the nations of the earth.
Christ's rule on earth will include Israel (God’s wife), who will be at the
head of the nations. The kingdom that man was created to rule will
consist of two realms -- an earthly realm and a heavenly realm:

Earthly Realm (Israel):

For the Lord of hosts will reign on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem
and before His elders, gloriously. (Isaiah 24:23)

Heavenly Realm (Church):

For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly
wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. (Philippians 3:20)

The two realms of the kingdom can clearly be identified within the Book
of Revelation chapter five concerning the redemption of the inheritance,
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which had to do with both heavenly and earthly realms of the kingdom
about to exist under Christ, His bride, and Israel over the Gentile nations.

God’s perfectly divine plan is revealed using many different forms, i.e.,
using numbers, types and antitypes, metaphors, and parables. For
example, the number three represents divine perfection and the number
seven represents completion. ‘“Three” reflects the trinity, the third day of
Christ's resurrection, and the third one thousand year period from
Pentecost -- the Kingdom Age. “Seven” reflects the Seventh day of rest,
the Sabbath, and the seventh one-thousand year period from Adam --- the
Kingdom Age.

An example of the redemptive timeline associated with the Seventh Day is
recorded in chapter six in the Book of Joshua, a passage that pertains to
the destruction of Jericho:

Now Jericho was securely shut up because of the children of
Israel; none went out and none came in. And the Lord said to
Joshua: See! | have given Jericho into your hand, its king, and the
mighty men of valor. You shall march around the city, all you men
of war; you shall go all around the city once. This you shall do six
days. And seven priests shall bear seven trumpets of rams' horns
before the ark. But the seventh day you shall march around the
city seven times, and the priests shall blow the trumpets.

It shall come to pass, when they make a long blast with the ram's
horn, and when you hear the sound of the trumpet that all the
people shall shout with a great shout; then the wall of the city will
fall down flat. And the people shall go up every man straight
before him." (Joshua 6:1-5)

But it came to pass on the seventh day that they rose early, about
the dawning of the day, and marched around the city seven times
in the same manner. On that day only they marched around the
city seven times. And the seventh time it happened, when the
priests blew the trumpets,that Joshua said to the people: “Shout,
for the Lord has given you the city!" (Joshua 6:15, 16)

In Joshua 6:1-26, the typology has to do with Israel. It has to do with
Israel’s repentance at the end of the Tribulation and their faith in the Lord.
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The account of Joshua and the destruction of Jericho is a similar picture of
what will occur at the end of this age with Israel and the destruction of
Gentile world power. Upon Israel’s repentance at the end of the
Tribulation, Christ will return, gather the whole of Israel, restore them
back to their land, and bring down Gentile domination. At this point in
time, Israel will gain the city of Jerusalem forever.

By the same analogy, at the end of six thousand years immediately prior to
the Tribulation, at the sound of His trumpet and His great shout (Psalm
47; 1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17), God will raise the Church to heaven to be
judged. Upon decisions and determinations at the Judgment Seat of
Christ, those who had remained faithful during their earthly tenure will be
chosen as the bride of Christ and will be rewarded with inheriting the
kingdom. On the Seventh Day, Israel will inherit the earthly portion of the
kingdom, and the bride of Christ will inherit the heavenly portion of the
kingdom.

Therefore, it will be our faith that will bring about our victory in gaining
the kingdom in the age to come, just as it was Israel’s faith that brought
about the fall of Jericho, allowing them their victory in gaining the earthly
kingdom. We see this recorded in Hebrews 11:30:

By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they were encircled
for seven days.

On the Seventh Day, after six thousand years from Adam, the Messianic
Era will begin. The rest in Hebrews chapters three and four is patterned
after God's own rest on the seventh day in Genesis 2:1. It signifies a
future rest associated with entering the kingdom of heaven, which will be
awarded to overcomers who have finished their work for God while living
on earth. Therefore, this rest is not automatic; but is conditional, requiring
diligence and faithful obedience to God. The truth is that most Christians
today, like the Israelites of the past, will not qualify.

Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says: Today, if you will hear His
voice, Do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion, in the day of
trial in the wilderness, Where your fathers tested Me, tried Me, and
saw My works forty years.
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Therefore | was angry with that generation, and said, 'They always
go astray in their heart, and they have not known My ways."'

So | swore in My wrath, they shall not enter My rest.' "
(Hebrews 3:7-11)

Since the time of Israel’s crucifixion of their Messiah and their subsequent
setting aside as a nation, the Jewish people today find themselves in an
unsaved state. And because Christ’s High Priestly ministry is a present
work on behalf of believers (the Church), the Jewish people cannot
presently avail themselves of any cleansing from defilement. They could
not go to Christ and receive cleansing, for the Mosaic Law had to be of the
Levitical line and Christ is not of this line. Christ is from the tribe of
Judah. However, Christ can conduct a ministry for Christians during the
present dispensation, as Christians are not under the Mosaic Law.

Not until that Day, at Christ’s second coming, will Israel experience her
national Passover — through applying the blood which was shed 2,000
years ago under the new covenant. Today, Israel has yet to apply the
blood, a firm belief in the Lord (as opposed to the first generation
Israelites under Moses, though disobedient afterwards, did apply the blood
at Passover under the first covenant — though the first covenant failed as it
involved works of the flesh. Hence, the reason for Christ’s first coming
and a new covenant).

But in that future Day, Israel’s eyes will be opened; the nation as a whole
will experience the birth from above when they look upon the One “whom
they have pierced.” Only then will cleansing occur and Israel be saved.
God will put a new spirit in them and they will walk in truth and
righteousness. Therefore, Israel today will remain in her present blinded
condition until the end of the Tribulation. The nation still remains in
unbelief and will not be able to find rest in the Promise Land during the
present day. Christ must first terminate His present ministry after the
order of Aaron for Christians and return as King-Priest after the order of
Melchizedek. Only then can Israel be cleansed and be free to return to her
land, within a theocracy.

For the nation of Israel, God’s rest will be the entrance and inheritance of
the earthly land, the Millennial kingdom. For qualified Christians, God’s
rest will be the entrance and inheritance of the heavenly land, the
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Millennial kingdom. And by understanding the Third Day and the
Seventh Day as it relates to the Day of the Lord, we can begin to discern
the signs of the times, the end of this age.
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CHAPTER FOUR - PART THREE

ETERNAL AGES

(Continuation of the Prologue)

At the end of the Millennium, after all things have been brought under
subjection, Christ will then deliver the kingdom and place all things,
including Himself, under subjection to God the Father, as the last enemy,
Death, is destroyed (1 Corinthians 15:24-28).

Brave Heart recalls the vision, witnessing God out of heaven pouring
down fire at the multiple millions who make up the world’s armies, who
surround the beloved city, Jerusalem, and the saints. God saves His
people, the saints from the Holy City and the redeemed from the Gentile
nations. He then witnesses the devil and his angels being cast into the lake
of fire, who will be tormented day and night.

Brave Heart then witnesses the Great White Throne judgment, where all of
the unsaved are cast into the lake of fire with the devil and his angels. He
then observes the destruction of the earth and the heavens with fire; and,
after the elements of the earth and heaven melt away, Brave Heart
witnesses the formation of a new heaven and a new earth. God brings
down the holy city, New Jerusalem, to be the capital of the new earth.

While Brave Heart and all the saints from the kingdom of heaven witness
in amazement the marvelous works of God, suddenly they hear a loud
voice saying,

“Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell
with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with
them and be their God. And God will wipe away every tear from
their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying.
There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed
away.”

Christ rises from His throne and declares,
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“Behold, I make all things new. It is done! Iam the Alpha and the
Omega, the Beginning and the End.”

Brave Heart and the others stand and shout,

“Great and marvelous are Your works, Lord God Almighty! Just
and true are Your ways, O King! Praise You, Lord! Praise You
forever and ever!”

Then one of the seven angels walks up to Brave Heart and the rest of the
bride saying,

“Come bride of Christ, I will show you the great city, the New
Jerusalem, having the glory of God.”

They stand in awe at the great and high wall that encompasses the city. It
has twelve gates with twelve angels standing at the gates, and names
written on them, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the children
of Israel. The city is laid out as a square having three gates on its east
side, three gates on its north side, three gates on its south side, and three
gates on its west side. The wall of the city is founded on twelve enormous
stones and on them are the names of the twelve apostles of Christ.

The bride enters in, following the angel. The angel has a tool to measure
the city, its gates and its wall. The city is shaped as a cube. Each section
of the wall measures 1400 miles wide and 1400 miles high. Each section
is 200 feet thick. Brave Heart moves to a higher level in order to view the
city. The city gives out its light, as a very bright shining jasper stone and
clear as crystal. It is made of pure gold and the foundations of the wall are
covered with all kinds of precious stones. The twelve gates are made of
pearl and the street leading up to the city is paved of pure gold.

The new earth seems twice as large as the one it replaced, with the New
Jerusalem in all its glory positioned on top of it. There is no need for a
temple inside the city, for the Lord God Almighty and Christ Jesus are
there. And there is no longer a sun or a moon needed for light, for the
glory of God gives a far superior light to the city. As the multitudes of
believers come out of their places, either from the lake of fire or from
outer darkness, they are gathered together in front of the city to enter the
gates. The angels escort them according to their assigned areas. Brave
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Heart and the rest of the bride are inside the city square waiting for all of
the believers to walk in and join them. All those who are written in the
Lamb's Book of Life will dwell in the New Jerusalem with God the Father
and His Son. They all are joined together with Brave Heart and the rest of
the bride.

As the multiple thousands of believers walk into the city, they are escorted
to the throne of God and of His Christ. From now on they shall see death
no more, nor sorrow, nor pain. There will be no more crying, for God has
wiped away every tear from their eyes. Their days past are forgotten and
there is no memory of them ever again. As the believers approach the
throne, they are speechless. A pure river of the water of life, clear as
crystal, flows from the throne. In the middle of the street and on both
sides of the river, are trees of life, each bearing twelve fruits every month.
The leaves of the trees are for the healing of the nations; therefore, there is
no longer a curse on the land or the people. Those who compose the bride
have now put on the image and likeness of God. They are blessed forever.
They see God face to face, and His name is placed on their foreheads.
They shall all serve and reign with Him during the Eternal Ages that
follow, a period of time which has no end.

(End of Prologue)

At the end of the Seventh Day the Eternal Ages will begin, when Christ
Jesus delivers the kingdom to God the Father so that the Father may be
“all in all” (1 Corinthians 15:24-28). There will be a “new heaven and a
new earth.” (Revelation 21:1). New Jerusalem, the capital of the earth,
will stand on the earth and will be the center of government. (Revelation
21:2) God the Father will dwell in this city, with His Son, and will
administer the rule of the heavens and earth through His servants.
Therefore, man will not only rule over the new earth but the entire of the
heavens as well.

When the Eternal Ages begin, there will be a complete restoration of the
land and a complete restoration of man, without sin and death. At this
point in time, God's plan and purpose relative to mankind and the rule of
the heavens and the earth will be accomplished.
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All Christians will possess the image and likeness of God as it was in the
beginning when God first created man. They will possess a glorified,
spiritual (animated by the Spirit, not blood) and immortal body, which will
remain throughout the Eternal Ages. No longer will man be bound by a
mortal or natural body requiring food and water, or subject to pain and
suffering.

And as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also
bear the image of the heavenly Man (Christ). (1 Corinthians
15:49)

The Eternal Ages will be the perfect picture beyond the Millennium, a
restoration of righteousness, after complete order once again exists in
God's kingdom. And man, in that day, will finally realize God's purpose
for His creation. During the Eternal Ages, man will exercise positions of
power and authority throughout the entire heavens and earth in God's
kingdom. And at this time, the saved Gentile nations and those Christians
not holding positions of rulership during the Millennium will be brought
into and have a part in this eternal rule. All Christians, with bodies
animated by the Spirit, will serve and worship God the Father throughout
the Eternal Ages.

In light of the story of Brave Heart, knowing the sequence of things to
come and what must shortly take place, we should make it our aim to live
for God daily, to pattern ourselves after Christ. We must plant in our
minds the events that are forthcoming and realize the purpose of our
creation. Upon understanding the events yet future, do we realize that we
are called to a place SO great that we cannot even wrap our minds around
it, for nothing here and now can be closely compared to it? The promise
of a glorious inheritance is not something to take lightly. Christ paid the
price in order that we may be partakers of the throne with Him in that
future Day. He left us an example that we are to follow — death followed
by resurrection — the loss of our life now that we may gain our life in the
age to come.

Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people with His
own blood, suffered outside the gate.

Therefore let us go forth to Him, outside the camp, bearing His
reproach.
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For here we have no continuing city, but we seek the one to
come. (Hebrews 13:12-14)

Throughout the Gospels, while Jesus walked the earth and ministered to
the people, the center of His teachings was this:

Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. (Matthew 4:17)

God sent His Son to preach the message of the forthcoming Millennial
kingdom, not the Eternal Ages. Actually, little is mentioned in the Word
about the events of the Eternal Ages following the Millennium. However,
Scripture does reveal that the beginning of the Eternal Ages marks the end
of all things on earth — all things will pass away. For the overcomers
who will qualify to rule and reign with Christ during the Millennium, they
will continue to have positions of rulership throughout the Eternal Ages.
They will have the privilege and honor to be with Christ and see all things
come to pass during and after the Millennium. They will be co-heirs with
Christ for one thousand years before the Eternal Ages, possessing glorified
bodies. And following this, they will continue ruling (in a different
capacity) with Him in the New Jerusalem, serving God the Father in honor
and glory throughout the Eternal Ages.

And this is why the whole counsel of God is so important to know, to
retain and to minister -- all of the Good News: the Gospel of grace
(salvation of the spirit) and the Gospel of glory (salvation of the soul).
The Gospel of glory is the good news concerning the establishment of the
Millennial kingdom, which will come first in order to restore all things for
the opening of the Eternal Ages.

...and that He may send Jesus Christ, who was preached to you
before,

whom heaven must receive until the times of restoration of all
things, which God has spoken by the mouth of all His holy
prophets since the world began. (Acts 3:20, 21)

The Day of the Lord (the Messianic Era) will be a time before the Eternal
Ages to bring order to all things and to cleanse God’s people so that at the
close of that Day, all things will be restored, enemies will be put down and
righteousness will dwell. The present heavens and earth will be burned.



A Life to Overcome m

Then, the new Heavens and new Earth will be formed. The descent of the
Holy City, the New Jerusalem (with the bride - Revelation 21:2, 9a), to
the new Earth, will mark the beginning of the Eternal Ages.

THE NEW JERUSALEM

ETERNAL AGES
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CHAPTER FOUR - PART FOUR
WHAT TIME IS IT?

Since God is omniscient, there is no such thing as an unknown event to
Him.

Remember the former things of old, for I am God, and there is no
other; I am God, and there is none like Me,

declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times
things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and |
will do all My pleasure. (lsaiah 46:9, 10)

God planned the end from the beginning of time. The end is revealed in
the beginning of Genesis within the six days of work. The six days
followed by a seventh day of rest foreshadow six thousand years, followed
by a seventh one-thousand year period of rest. God’s revelation to man is
structured around this foundation, pointing to a coming seventh day of rest
-- namely, the future Messianic Era. The following eighth day marks the
beginning of the Eternal Ages.

God’s supreme wisdom is shown declaring the end from the beginning in
a “type,” which is seen in the first few pages of the Book of Genesis. In
light of His omniscience, omnipresence and omnipotence, we can realize
that God’s view of time and space, along with its components, is not
limited.

~
7

Eternity Past Present Eternity Future

For example, as you see the line—graph above, you are able to view the
entire graph at once. You can see events in eternity past, present and
eternity future all at the same time.

In like manner, God is able to view the future, as well as the present and
past, and declare the end from the beginning. It is absolutely astounding!
And before the foundation of the world, all of God’s works were planned
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and completed. God planned everything with man’s redemption in view,
from eternity past to eternity future.

Though we do not know, nor will we know, the exact day and hour in
which the Lord will return, God did provide prophetic insight to His
prophets, revealing many signs in Scripture to give us ample warning of
the nearness of His return. Many Bible students have prophesied on the
actual date of the time of the end, yet none have succeeded. We are not to
be consumed with the exact day and hour of His return. Rather, we are
warned throughout Scripture to be well prepared for His return, ready to
stand unashamed at the Judgment seat of Christ.

Everything in Scripture moves toward the goal of the coming kingdom,
things having to do with Christian preparedness in view of Christ’s return.
Christians are to watch for Him daily and be prepared with good works.

The words concerning the redemption of the inheritance during the time of
the end have been closed up and sealed until the time of the end (Daniel
12:9); and, at that time, the Lamb of God will be proclaimed by His angels
to be worthy to open the seals and fulfill all prophecy once and for all
(Revelation 5:5). The signs of the times, however, do reveal the close
proximity of the end-time so that we can be prepared:

Then the Pharisees and Sadducees came, and testing Him asked
that He would show them a sign from heaven. He answered and
said to them, “When it is evening you say, "It will be fair weather,
for the sky is red’;

and in the morning, ‘It will be foul weather today, for the sky is red
and threatening. 'Hypocrites! You know how to discern the face of
the sky, but you cannot discern the signs of the times.” (Matthew
16:1-3)

God had revealed His plans and purposes to His prophets, which are
written in His Word, including the sequence in which His plans will come
to pass:

Surely the Lord God does nothing, unless He reveals His secret to
His servants the prophets. (Amos 3:7)
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And through the Word, God reveals these secrets to Christians.

When God dealt with man in the past and closed a dispensation in
judgment, He always gave ample warning. He gave many signs to make it
evident that some great event was about to take place. The building of the
Ark and Noah's preaching was a sure sign before the Flood. Before God
destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, He sent angels to warn believers to flee
to the mountains.

When Jesus entered the city of Jerusalem riding on a donkey accompanied
by His followers as they held the palms, all of Israel should have
perceived this sign as revealing their Messiah who would enter the city, be
crucified, and be resurrected. The Jews were given ample warning in the
Old Testament Scriptures, as seen in Zechariah 9:9:

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout, O daughter of
Jerusalem! Behold, your King is coming to you; He is just and
having salvation, Lowly and riding on a donkey, a colt, the foal of
a donkey.

And just as it was then, so it is in our generation. God has given us signs
of His coming and of the end of this age.

Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him
privately, saying, "Tell us, when will these things be? And what
will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?
(Matthew 24:3)

And the reason that Jesus wanted them to know the signs of His coming
was so that “no one deceives you” -- because of false Christs and false
prophets. Likewise, Christians can know the nearness of the Lord’s return
through the signs of the times. Christians, though, cannot know the day
nor the hour, for this has been reserved for God only.

“But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of
heaven, but My Father only.” (Matthew 24:36)

The way in which this verse reads (in the English text) has left many with
the thought that even Christ Himself did not know the day and hour of His
return, which would be a contradiction upon His deity. Because of this,
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many theologians have attempted to place limitations in connection with
Christ’s incarnation, having appeared in the “likeness of sinful flesh” on
earth. However, this verse actually teaches something quite different.
Correctly translated, this verse is directly addressing the deity of Christ,
revealing to the disciples that He was exactly who He claimed to be —
God. The Greek words “ei me,” translated “but” in both Matthew 24:36
and Mark 13:32 really mean “if not” [The Greek word ei means “if,” and
the Greek word me means “not.”]. This verse then could be understood to
mean, “If [ were not God as well as man, even I would not know the day
nor the hour.” Therefore, Mark 13:32 corrected would read:

“But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels in
heaven, neither the Son, if not the Father.”

In other words, Jesus said that if He were not the Father He would not
know. However, Jesus is the Father and therefore He does know this and
all things.

One of the prophetic signs concerning Christ’s second return is revealed in
Matthew 24:32-34 in the Parable of the Fig Tree:

Now learn this parable from the fig tree: When its branch has
already become tender and puts forth leaves, you know that
summer is near.

So you also, when you see all these things, know that it is near---at
the doors! Assuredly, | say to you, this generation will by no
means pass away till all these things take place.

This passage refers to events mentioned in Matthew 24:29-31. At the end
of the Tribulation, Christ will return and gather the Jews from the four
corners of the earth, bringing them back into their land. At this time,
Israel will be restored as a nation again, and this event is a sign of the end
of the age. Jesus said that the generation that sees the fulfillment of these
wars, famines, pestilences and earthquakes, followed by Israel becoming a
nation again, will see His return.

“All these things” mentioned in Matthew 24:1-31, which are to take place
in this generation, includes the Tribulation, the Antichrist and the
appearance of Christ in glory. And prior to these events of the
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Tribulation, the Church will be removed from the earth, known as “the
rapture” (Greek: Harpazo, meaning “caught up”).

In looking at all three dispensations, the author believes that Man’s Day of
six thousand years is soon coming to a close. From the crucifixion and
resurrection of Jesus Christ around 33 A.D. until the end of this present
dispensation totaling 2,000 years marks the near end of Man’s Day. The
signs in Scripture give ample warning concerning the end of the age.
Thus, we should prepare ourselves for His return at any moment.

The Book of Daniel is a testimony showing how God works out His
promises through His servants even in the courts of pagan rulers. Daniel
was given understanding and visions to foresee future events at the end of
Man's Day.

Daniel's visions for the Seventy Weeks Prophecy were given by God
during the Babylonian exile and during the reign of Darius in 539 B.C.,,
after the temple had been destroyed in 586 B.C., and for the purpose of
foretelling future events concerning the end of the age. Actually, all of the
Book of Daniel is prophecy concerning the time of the end, which is
further understood in corresponding passages, and which are revealed in
the companion Book of Revelation. Therefore, we will begin the seventy
weeks prophecy from Daniel's time and follow it through to the close of
this age.

THE SEVENTY-WEEKS PROPHECY

Now while | was speaking, praying, and confessing my sin and the
sin of my people Israel, and presenting my supplication before the
Lord my God for the holy mountain of my God, yes, while | was
speaking in prayer, the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision
at the beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, reached me about the
time of the evening offering.

And he informed me, and talked with me, and said, ‘O Daniel, I
have now come forth to give you skill to understand. At the
beginning of your supplications the command went out, and | have
come to tell you, for you are greatly beloved; therefore, consider
the matter, and understand the vision:
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Seventy weeks are determined for your people and for your holy
city, to finish the transgression, to make an end of sins, to make
reconciliation for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to
seal up vision and prophecy, and to anoint the Most Holy.

Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the
command to restore and build Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince,
there shall be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; The street shall be
built again, and the wall, even in troublesome times.

And after the sixty-two weeks Messiah shall be cut off, but not for
Himself;

And the people of the prince who is to come shall destroy the city
and the sanctuary. The end of it shall be with a flood, and till the
end of the war desolations are determined.

Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week; but in
the middle of the week he shall bring an end to sacrifice and
offering.

And on the wing of abominations shall be one who makes desolate,
even until the consummation, which is determined, is poured out
on the desolate. (Daniel 9:20-27)

In Daniel 9:1, Daniel prayed to the Lord, requesting that He bless the city
of Jerusalem and the people of Israel. It was 539 B.C. Daniel had no
temple to go to, for it had been destroyed; therefore, he asked God to
restore Israel and the temple, and rebuild the city. Then, in Daniel 9:21,
the angel Gabriel came to him, telling him that at the beginning of Daniel's
prayer and request to God, the command went out to give him the vision
of the end times, that Israel and the temple would be restored and the city
rebuilt.

The first temple, built by Solomon, was destroyed by the Babylonians in
586 B.C. In 516 B.C., the temple was rebuilt. This second temple was
lavishly renovated by Herod the Great and completed in 64 A.D. In 70
A.D., the temple was completely destroyed and the nation of Israel was
once again dispersed. The seventy years of the desolations of Jerusalem
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spoken through Jeremiah pointed to the Seventy weeks prophecy of 490
(seventy times seven) years -- then the end will come.
...that He would accomplish seventy years in the desolations of
Jerusalem. (Daniel 9:2)

In Daniel 9:24, the prophecy begins with the revealing of the time of the
end: “Seventy weeks are determined” for the people of Israel and for the
holy city. Seventy weeks may also be translated seventy “sevens.”
“Weeks” translated in the Hebrew language means “sevened, specifically
a week of years, i.e., seven years.” Therefore, a seventy week exile would
be expected to last for seven times seventy years — 490 years.

In Daniel 9:25, Gabriel tells Daniel “that from the going forth of the
command” (from verse 23) to restore and build Jerusalem until Messiah
the Prince, there shall be seven weeks (49 years) and sixty-two weeks (434
years), that the city of Jerusalem and its walls shall be built again.

This part of the prophecy was realized when King Artaxerxes | (464-424
B.C.) gave Nehemiah the order in 444 B.C. (on the 20" year of his reign)
to re-build Jerusalem and its wall (Nehemiah 2).

From the command to build the city and the wall in Jerusalem in 444 B.C.
to the crucifixion and ascension of our Messiah in 33 A.D, it totaled 477
years. But these are years of 365 days per year, and Scripture uses 360
days per year (Genesis 8:3, 4; Daniel 7:25). To convert, the number of
days must first be figured.

In calculating the number of days, we take 444 + 33 = 477 years.
Thus, 477 X 365.25 [.25 added for leap years] =174,224.25 days.
Then, we divide 174,224.25 by 360, which totals 483.94 years.

And by subtracting the beginning and ending dates of the years
between 444 B.C. and 33 A.D., the figure of exactly 483 years
would result.

Christ's crucifixion, resurrection and ascension followed, which set aside
God’s dealings with the nation of Israel, bringing in the creation of the
Church. God stopped Israel’s time clock until the future Tribulation. The
future Tribulation, lasting seven years (one week), will complete the 490
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years (seventy weeks) of God’s dealings with Israel and will bring the
present age to a close.

If Israel would have believed in their Messiah, the Millennial kingdom
would have been fulfilled at that time. However, Israel did not believe,
but rejected and crucified their Messiah (1 Thessalonians 2:14, 15).
Because of this, God’s dealings with Israel were set aside in early 63 A.D,
the people (Gentiles) destroyed their city and the temple in 70 A.D -- the
people of the prince who is to come shall destroy the city and the
sanctuary. The “prince who is to come” in this verse is a reference to the
Antichrist. Daniel 9:26 states '“the end of it shall be with a flood,” in
which the word “flood” is best translated “outrageous, overwhelming or
overflowing” and refers to the destruction of the city and the temple in 70
A.D, and will be the case during the last half of the future Tribulation.

It is interesting to note that in early 63 A.D. the offer of the heavenly
kingdom was strictly being offered to the Church (Acts 28:28) and no
longer to Israel. Seven years later, in 70 A.D., God’s judgment came upon
the nation of Israel with the destruction of Jerusalem. These two accounts
reveal the order in which the Lord will deal with Israel and the Church at
the end of this age. The Church will be removed first, and then God will
resume His dealings with Israel for seven years, bringing about their call
of repentance as well as their restoration. In calculating a 2000 year
dispensation from the year 63 A.D. (using 360 days per year), one can
determine the close proximity of the end of this age.

The Antichrist will arise opening the seven year Tribulation (verse 27),
and once again Israel's time clock will begin. At this time the Church will
have been removed to heaven and will no longer be in view. The
Antichrist will make a covenant of peace with Israel for seven years (one
week), allowing them to rebuild the temple in Jerusalem. But after three
and one half years, the Antichrist will break his covenant with Israel, take
away the daily sacrifices, and will commit “the abomination of
desolation” (verse 27; Matthew 24:15) in the new Holy Temple where
Antichrist will sit and proclaim that he is God whom all must worship,
until the consummation of the age (2 Thessalonians 2:4). Christ's return
will bring about this consummation.

Several current trends provide insight on just how close we are to the end
times. No one can dispute the fact that the present world system considers
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true Bible doctrine obsolete. The Church has essentially abandoned
biblical prophecy altogether, leaving the message of Christ's second
return, the Judgment Seat of Christ and the Messianic Era unspoken.
Today, the Church as a whole has completely fallen away from “the faith,”
i.e., the Word of the kingdom.

Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart
from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of
demons, speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their own conscience
seared with a hot iron, forbidding to marry, and commanding to
abstain from foods which God created to be received with
thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth. (1Timothy
4:1-3)

The world today, composed of an ungodly, evil society, is more closely
aligned with the enemy of our soul. An eye opener is the economic
downfall of world-wide societies. Corruption and deception in the world’s
financial markets and governments have led to this downfall. Greed, both
corporate and individual, has become prominent throughout the world.

The end times’ name used in the Book of Revelation to describe our
world today is "Babylon.” Although this will involve a literal place in the
future during the Tribulation, this name is also used as the symbol of a
godless world system, which will reach the pinnacle of God's wrath.

But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: For
men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud,
blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, unloving,
unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of
good, traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than
lovers of God, having a form of godliness but denying its power.

(2 Timothy 3:1-5)

God's chosen people, Israel, have been the center of attention in the world.
The enemies of the Jewish people are clearly seen in the news through the
spectrum of Biblical prophecy. But the evil ambitions of the nations who
rage against God, His city and the Jewish people will one day be brought
down. By comparing Biblical prophecy with current trends, it is evident
that we are very near the end of this age. The Middle East problem today,
with Israel in the midst of the Moslem nations (a place they are not
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supposed to be until Christ Himself returns them to their land) exists
because of Israel’s disobedience (lsaiah 1:2ff, described as “sick,
wounded”). Satan uses the surrounding Gentile nations, which are under
his control, in his effort to destroy Israel.

This is why there is an escalating problem in the Middle East today, one in
which the surrounding nations rage against Israel seeking to destroy her.
This Middle East problem, along with the present worldwide economic
turmoil, will end with Christ’s return.

As Christians, our viewpoint should be quite different than that of the
world. As we see these events unfolding and matters getting worse, we
are to be joyful in a sense because of that which is to follow — the return
of our Lord Jesus Christ and the removal of the Church. Our hearts should
be saddened by the ungodliness of this dark world, yet we are to be
excitingly joyful that God has a much better place prepared for those who
love Him. And those who want to live godly lives in the midst of an evil
world must be prepared for persecution and suffering. God does not
promise us deliverance from persecution and suffering, but deliverance
through it. He allows trials in order to develop our capacity to reign with
Him in His kingdom. Through God, we can overcome adversity in our
lives. We have much to look forward to, if we prepare ourselves and
patiently endure.
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DANIELS 70 WEEK PROPHECY

DANIEL 9:24-27

69 Weeks (483 Years) Daniel 9:25

70 Week (490™ Year) Daniel 9:24

>

“After 62 Weeks,
Messah will be

it off” (Danid
&:26a)
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OUTLINE OF GOD'S PLANS

1. The original creation of the heavens and the earth (Genesis 1:1)

2. Satan's rebellion and fall along with a third of the angels (Genesis 1:2a)

3. The earth restored in 6 days, followed by a 7" day of rest (Genesis 1:2b-2:25)

4. Creation of man in the image and likeness of God on the 6" day (Genesis 1:26-28)

. Satan's entrance into the Garden of Eden and the fall of man (Genesis 3)

. God's covenant with Abraham, the father of the nation of Israel (Genesis 11:31)

. The first advent of our Lord Jesus Christ (Gospels: Matthew 1:16; John 1:14)

. The kingdom of heaven rejected by Israel, Jesus Christ crucified, resurrected and ascended; Old
Testament saints resurrected [Christ the firstfruits] (Matthew 23:13; 27:35, 51-53; 28:1; Acts
1:9; 1 Corinthians 15:23)

9. The new creation in Christ, the Church formed (Gospels: Matthew 16:18; 2 Corinthians

5:17; Ephesians 4:24)

10. Removal of the Church to heaven; Day of the Lord in heaven (1 Thessalonians 4:16-18;

Revelation 1:7-10)

11. Judgment Seat of Christ in heaven (2 Corinthians 5:10; Revelation 2-4)

12. Seven year Tribulation on earth; Opening of the seven seals; the redemption of the inheritance

(Daniel 9:27; Revelation 6-18)

13. Ministry of the two witnesses during first half of the Tribulation (Revelation 11:1-6)

14. The Antichrist revealed (Daniel 7:8; Revelation 6:2-8)

15. Antichrist makes covenant with Israel; Israel rebuilds Holy Temple in Jerusalem (Daniel 9:27,

Amos 9:11, Acts 15:16)

16. Satan and his angels expelled from heaven and cast to the earth (Revelation 12:7)

17. Great Tribulation begins; middle of the week (middle of 7 years); Antichrist breaks covenant

with Israel; Antichrist sits in the Holy Temple and shows himself as God, known as the

“abomination of desolation” (Daniel 8:13, 14; 9:27; Revelation 13:15)

18. 144,000 Jews are sealed and preach the gospel of the kingdom to all the world (Matthew

24:14; Revelation 7:1, 8)

19. Seven trumpet judgments of God (Revelation 8:7-9:21; 11:15-19)

20. Reaping the Earth's Harvest: Judgment on the nations; fall of world powers and economies

(Joel 3:1-16; Revelation 14:14-16)

21. Reaping the Grapes of Wrath, which introduces the battle of Armageddon -- completing the

wrath of God (Revelation 14:17-20)

22. Antichrist, False Prophet, and the nations gather their armies together to prepare for the battle

of Armageddon against Israel (Revelation 16:14, 16)

21. Final fall of Babylon; Fall of Gentile world power (Revelation 18:1-24)

22. The marriage festivities of the Lamb and His bride in heaven (Revelation 19:6)

23. The second advent of our Lord Jesus Christ; Day of the Lord on earth (Revelation 19:11)

24. The nation of Israel restored to their land (Isaiah 61, 62; Ezekiel 39:25-29)

25. The battle of Armageddon; Christ defeats Antichrist, False Prophet and their armies; Antichrist

and False Prophet cast into the lake of fire (Revelation 19:17-21)

26. Christ defeats Satan and bounds him for 1000 years (Revelation 20:1-3)

27. The Messianic Era begins; a dual kingdom established: on earth (God’s wife, Israel) and in

heaven (bride of Christ); both rule and reign with Christ for 1000 years (Revelation 20:4)

28. After 1000 years, Satan released by God and deceives the nations once again (Revelation

20:7, 8)

29. Great battle (Gog and Magog — Gentile nations of the entire earth) against Israel; Satan cast into

the lake of fire (Revelation 20:8b-10)

30. The Great White Throne Judgment for the unsaved (Revelation 20:11-15)

31. The earth and the heavens destroyed and all things made new: The New Jerusalem; The Eternal

Ages beyond (Revelation 21-22:5)
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CHAPTER FIVE
CHARACTERISTICS OF AN OVERCOMER

Introduction

The following is a summary of the previous chapters:

1. Man was created for a purpose --- to have dominion with Christ in the
kingdom of the heavens over the earth.

2. Man was saved for the same purpose — to have dominion. As part of
His redemptive plan for mankind, because of His love for His creation,
God the Father offered His Son as the sacrificial Lamb in order to wipe
away man'’s sins, to cleanse man, to offer man eternal life (salvation of the
spirit), and to offer Christians an inheritance in Christ's kingdom
(salvation of the soul). He left Christians the Holy Spirit as a guarantee to
this offer, to guide them into all truth, so that they may be prepared with
good works at the Judgment Seat of Christ. The moment one believes in
the Lord Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit is made alive in his spirit, his eternal
salvation is secure; and through the act of baptism, he is born again.

3. The moment one is born again, he is entered into a race of faith, in
which he will be tested throughout his life. If he endures and produces
good works done through the power of the Holy Spirit, his soul will be
saved (salvation of the soul) at the Judgment Seat of Christ and he will
rule and reign in Christ’s heavenly kingdom for one thousand years. On
the other hand, if he produces works of the flesh during his lifetime, then
at the Judgment Seat of Christ he will suffer loss and be cast out of the
kingdom during the Millennium, a region known as “Outer Darkness.”
Apostate Christians will receive a stricter judgment, being cast to the lake
of fire for one thousand years. The unsaved will remain down in Hades
for one thousand years. Then, after the Millennium, they will be delivered
to the Great White Throne Judgment where their works will inevitably
cast them into the lake of fire burning with brimstone forever.
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4. During the Millennium, Christ will set up His dual kingdom -- one on
earth on the holy mountain in Jerusalem with the twelve tribes of Israel
ruling and reigning over the nations; and one in heaven, where the bride of
Christ (overcomers chosen from the Church) will rule and reign from
heaven over the earth.

5. From the creation of Adam, man has been given six thousand years to
dwell on the earth, be spiritually redeemed and work for their soul
salvation. Pentecost marked the beginning of the third dispensation,
lasting 2,000 years. At its completion, the Church will be removed to
heaven and the Tribulation upon earth will begin. After seven years,
Christ will return to earth to restore Israel, take down Gentile world power
and begin His rule. After one thousand years, He will deliver up the
kingdom to God the Father and then the Eternal Ages will begin and have
no end. All Christians will now have a part in the New Jerusalem during
the Eternal Ages.

6. From the creation of man until the present day, the close of six thousand
years is approaching. The 7th day, the 3rd day, is very near. We are in the
brink of the last days before the second return of our Lord Jesus Christ!

Realizing that the time is near when the Lord will return, what sort of
person should we be? Where will we choose to spend the coming
Millennium? If one chooses to overcome his life, he will have the peace
of God regardless of the circumstances around him. Throughout his
lifetime, various trials and tribulations may arise for the purpose of
maturing his faith. But for most Christians, choosing to overcome is a
road less traveled. Though Christians possess the capacity for spiritual
perception, many choose to follow the soulical rather than the spiritual
man. But if one endures the race of the faith, he will reap its rewards on
that coming Day. This is the encouragement that Paul gave the Church in
Galatia:

And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we
shall reap if we do not lose heart. (Galatians 6:9)

What does it mean to be an overcomer? The meaning of the term
to overcome is "to conquer”, "to win a victory" or "to prevail." It refers
to a contest or a conflict ending in victory.
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With each of the seven Churches in Revelation chapters two and three,
God ends His letter saying, “to him who overcomes.” The overcomers are
a separate and distinct class of Christians for whom God offers special
rewards and crowns. This clearly shows that not all Christians will
overcome. There are carnal and spiritual Christians, faithful and
unfaithful ones, overcomers and those who are overcome by the world, the
flesh and the devil. Overcoming is a life-long process and only in active
obedience through faith can one overcome.

1 John 5:3-5 says this:

For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And
His commandments are not burdensome. For whatever is born of
God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has
overcome the world---our faith. Who is he who overcomes the
world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

The first step in overcoming is accomplished by believing that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God. Second, it is accomplished by keeping His
commandments, which can only be done in obedience through faith,
allowing the Spirit to work through the Christian. He who believes in His
Word of the coming kingdom and the possibility of sharing it with Him
and he who acts in faithful obedience to His Word, it is he who
OVercomes.

By keeping our hearts and minds focused on the kingdom first, we have
the ability to overcome the world.  Although Jesus was persecuted and
crucified, He kept His focus on the kingdom of His Father, anticipating
His rewards, and therefore He overcame the world. He fulfilled His
Father’s will and finished the work.

“These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have
peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good
cheer, I have overcome the world."” (John 16:33)

“I have glorified You on the earth. I have finished the work which
You have given Me to do. And now, O Father, glorify me together
with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world
was.” (John 17:4)
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A life to overcome means a life or soul to win; to have victory over.
Another expression used is “soul winning.” Soul winning is winning
one’s life. We are currently running a race to obtain victory of our soul.
Because of Christ's resurrection, He was able to conquer both Death and
Hades for us. Death has no power over Christians, as we are able to
participate in Christ's victory. But we must also finish the work which
God has given us to do in order to be awarded a glorious body as kings-
priests and win our life in the age to come.

The race that Paul prepared himself for, the race that all Christians need to
prepare themselves for is the race of the faith.

| have fought the good fight, | have finished the race, | have kept
the faith. Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me
on that Day (Day of the Lord--the Millennial Kingdom Age), and
not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.”

(2 Timothy 4:7, 8)

Like any race, the winner receives a prize. The prize that Paul strived for
was for an imperishable crown in the kingdom of heaven. And like any
race, not all are winners. Paul recognized that the loss of the victor's
crown was a very real possibility for any believer, regardless of his or her
standing in the Christian community.

But | discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when |
have preached to others, I myself should become disqualified.
(1 Corinthians 9:27)

Paul did not assume that he would win the race. He continued to
discipline his body of flesh, and to fight against adversity, rejection and
spiritual warfare. This clearly shows that not all Christians will win the
race into the kingdom, but only those who truly remain steadfast in the
faith. Faith in Scripture means “believing what God has said.” Paul
called it “the faith” meaning to believe what God has said pertaining to
the message of the kingdom, of the inheritance.

We have as our greatest example of an overcomer, Jesus Christ, whom we
do well to follow:
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For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us,
leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps. (1 Peter
2:21)

The Book of Hebrews teaches Christians, during the course of their race,
to keep their eyes fixed on Jesus.

Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily
ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set
before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith,
who for the joy that was set before Him, endured the cross,
despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the
throne of God. (Hebrews 12:1, 2)

Jesus is our perfect example and role model. He focused on the joy that
was set before Him. His attention was not on the agonies of the Cross, but
on the crown; not on the suffering, but on the reward. The only way to
model Christ is to know Him. And the only way Christians can

have knowledge of Christ is through the study of His Word. Part of the
Christian race in which we are presently entered has to do with going from
immaturity to maturity (maturing in the knowledge of God's Word
concerning the kingdom), so that we will be able to produce good works.
Such works of faithful endurance produces what we see in 1 Peter 1:9:

...receiving the end of your faith--the salvation of your souls.

Maturing in the faith and producing good works through the Spirit is all a
process and comes from reading and studying the Word of God.

So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.
(Romans 10:17)

We must set aside time to read and study God's Word. Any distraction
away from the goal will invariably result in straying off the course leading
toward the goal. And Jesus said that a man who could not keep his eyes
fixed on the goal is not fit for the kingdom of God.

But Jesus said to him, "No one, having put his hand to the plow,
and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God." (Luke 9:62)
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Paul knew this and therefore did not wander back and forth; he had his
eyes fixed on the goal and he never looked back:

Brethren, | do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing
| do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching
forward to those things which are ahead, | press toward the goal
for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.
(Philippians 3:13)

As a Christian, this race is not optional. The moment one is spiritually
saved, he is entered into this race. If he ignores the gift of the indwelling
Holy Spirit and does not abide in God's Word, then he is setting himself
up for doom and failure when his race is finished.

We must realize that there is purpose in our lives. God has given each and
every Christian a future purpose and goal — the heavenly inheritance. If
our mindset is fixed on the things of this world, then we are living a life
without a care for our inheritance. But when our eyes are fixed on the
goal of the kingdom, there we will find our true purpose and fulfillment.
We can decide to get all our rewards here on earth which is short-lived, or
we can choose to work for future rewards in the kingdom, that which is
eternal.

Solomon drifted away from God during his lifetime, pursuing different
ways to achieve temporary satisfaction. Only after many years of futile
searching did he finally remember the true source of permanent fulfillment
and peace: a sound relationship with God. Satisfaction can be found only
in God and His purpose for us.

In the Book of Ecclesiastes, Solomon wrote:

So | became great and excelled more than all who were before me
in Jerusalem. Also my wisdom remained with me. Whatever my
eyes desired I did not keep from them. | did not withhold my heart
from any pleasure, for my heart rejoiced in all my labor;

And this was my reward from all my labor. Then I looked on all
the works that my hands had done, and on the labor in which | had
toiled; And indeed all was vanity and grasping for the wind. There
was no profit under the sun. (Ecclesiastes 2:9-11)
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Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter:

Fear God and keep His commandments, for this is man's all. For
God will bring every work into judgment, including every secret
thing, whether good or evil. (Ecclesiastes 12:13, 14)

In the following chapters, examples will be extracted from the Old
Testament and the New Testament of believers who overcame and those
who were overcome. By studying these believers of the past, we are able
to determine what it takes to obtain the characteristics of an overcomer.

Now all these things happened to them as examples, and they were
written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages have
come.” (1 Corinthians 10:11)

Let us therefore strive to achieve the salvation of our souls, keeping our
focus fixed on Jesus and on the goal of the upward call. And let us move
on with diligence in studying the characteristics of an overcomer.
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CHAPTER FIVE — PART ONE

OLD TESTAMENT EXAMPLES

Abiding in God’s Word can be proven difficult, especially when we
experience trials and suffering. We may want to turn back and leave the
uneasy, unpopular, narrow path for the comfortable, yet chaotic, familiar
life of the world. Can | say that this is not the right choice to make?

But we are not of those who draw back to perdition, but of those
who believe to the saving of the soul. (Hebrews 10:39)

The Lord says if we endure, our rewards will be great in heaven (Matthew
5:11, 12). The Old Testament has numerous valuable testimonies of
believers who were faithfully obedient to God. No matter what the cost or
what the circumstances were, they were determined to stay faithful to God
and to be obedient to His commands. They did this because they believed
everything He said and their eyes were fixed on a future inheritance in His
kingdom, a much grander life yet to come. They loved God with all their
heart, soul and mind. God was their first love. This unconditional love
and willing trust is that which pleases God. This is faith — believing what
God has to say about a matter (The Greek word [Strong’s #G4102] for
“faith” is pistis meaning “assurance, belief, reliance upon Christ for
salvation; believing in the truthfulness of God”). But not all believers
were faithfully obedient to God or endured until the end. This is what
ultimately determines who will be the bride of Christ and who will not.

SECTION 1—GENESIS TO RUTH

Example 1) Adam and Eve
Genesis 2:21

After God created the earth (Genesis 1:1) and subsequently brought it into
a ruined state because of Satan’s sin (Genesis 1:2), He then restored the
earth (Genesis 1:3-25) prior to man’s creation with the specifically stated
purpose of man having dominion over the earth (Genesis 1:26). Within
these plans, man was created a little lower than the angels as he must
prove himself worthy to replace the incumbent ruler, Satan. And man was
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not made to rule alone. God made a “helper” for man, a woman. The
Woman was taken out of the body of Adam. God caused a deep sleep to
come upon Adam and then He opened his side, took a small portion of his
body, a rib, out of which He formed Eve, Adam's bride. The Woman, who
was bone of man’s bones, and flesh of his flesh, had to rule with the man.
When Eve sinned, having been deceived by Satan in accordance to her
disobedience to God’s Word, Adam cleaved unto his wife as one flesh, as
a complete being. At this juncture, it would be correct to say that Adam
partook of sin to effect Eve’s redemption, with a view to both one day
partaking of the tree of life together (1 Timothy 2:14). Adam, as a type of
Christ (Romans 5:14), was obedient to the commands of God, who
remained with his bride and took on her sin. This is representative of
Jesus Christ who was put to sleep (died on the Cross and took on our sins)
before His side was also pierced to form the bride. All of the Church
make-up the body of Christ, but only a certain few who will be found
worthy will be taken out of the body (Church) to form the bride of Christ.
And this follows the pattern of Eve being taken out of the body of Adam
and becoming his bride. It presents a clear picture that only a selected
group out of the body of the Church will qualify to be the bride of Christ.
Therefore, Christ will also have a “helper” to rule with Him (Hebrews
3:14), as He would have to pattern the very thing that God established in
the beginning, before the foundation of the world. This is the manner in
which man is to rule in the future — Christ and His bride (those selected
from the Church); and God and His wife, Israel.

However, the consequence for man’s sin is made clear in Genesis 2:17:

“...but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not
eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”

There were two specifically stated trees in the Garden of Eden, the tree of
life and the tree of knowledge of good and evil. Both trees produced fruit.
The distinction between them was in the consequence of eating from them.
The tree of life produced life having to do with rulership and the other
produced death. The tree of life was offered to provide Adam and Eve
wisdom to be able to rule over the earth. The tree of knowledge of good
and evil was more closely aligned with Satan, who became wise in his
own eyes rather than being mindful of the things of God. Yet the woman
went against God’s commandments and instead followed the devil’s
advice when he said, “You will not surely die.” (Genesis 3:4)
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So what died that day? The three parts of man were affected. Their spirit
died, their soul became corrupted because of sin, and their body began to
decay. This required action on God’s part to deal with that death. Man no
longer possessed the image and likeness of God because of their sin.
Since God has no sin, they were no longer considered having the full
likeness of Him. We see this in Genesis 5:3:

And Adam lived one hundred and thirty years, and begot a son in
his (Adam's) own likeness, after his (Adam's) image, and named
him Seth.

This is when God’s plan of redemption came into effect. He clothed
Adam and Eve’s body with the coats of skin from animals, requiring death
and shed blood (Genesis 3:21) as they had lost the covering of glory
previously wrapping their bodies. In relation to man’s redemption, no
difference exists today from that which existed in the Garden of Eden
almost 6,000 years ago.

Christ is the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world, to effect the
Father’s plans and purposes in respect of rulership. This is the reason
Christ had to die in the flesh, as death and shed blood has always been
God’s means to satisfy man’s redemption, otherwise there could be no
redemption (Hebrews 9:22). Because of Christ’s death, the spirit is
reborn in the life of the believer; however the soul and body remain
unredeemed until a future day. The salvation of the soul, a present work
that will be realized in the future, requires death and shed blood as well,
but now it is death in relation to the individual, or the “old man.” And the
salvation of the body has to do with a future adoption, as first-born sons,
which deals part with the salvation of the soul and will be realized at the
Judgment seat of Christ.

Even today, Satan deceives many using the same temptations: “Has God
indeed said? ”(Genesis 3:1a), and “You will not surely die” (Genesis 3:4).
Christians need to realize that although their spirits will never die (Christ’s
finished work at Calvary), their soul and body does have that capability in
the age to come. The good news is that Christians who overcome their
present life can save their soul and body for the age to come. Overcoming
is accomplished when Christians align themselves with the wisdom of
God rather than that of the world, the flesh and the devil. In the age to
come, overcomers will be glorified in the image and likeness of God.
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Example 2) Cain and Abel
Genesis 4:1

The account of Adam's sons, Cain and Abel, portray an example of the
man of flesh and the man of spirit. One was disobedient and the other
faithful to God. Cain was the first-born with all rights of first inheritance,
but he worshipped God through his own will and efforts rather than
according to the will of God. Cain refused the sacrifice of God's substitute
lamb, which Abel offered. Abel was faithfully obedient to the will of God
and gave the correct offering.

By faith Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain,
through which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God
testifying of his gifts; and through it he being dead still speaks.
(Hebrews 11:4)

Both were to bring a “first-fruit” or “firstborn” offering to the Lord.
Abel’s offering was a sacrifice of “the firstborn of his flock and of their
fat” (Genesis 4:4). His sacrifice was acceptable to God because of His
faithful obedience, and he was therefore declared righteous (Hebrews
11:4). Cain, however, offered his sacrifice apart from faith, on his own
terms, without following God’s instructions. This example has to do with
the salvation of the soul, which requires one to follow God by faith; i.e.,
simply believing God’s Word and faithfully obeying His Word. In doing
so, the result will be works executed through the power of the Holy Spirit
and not through fleshly desires.

Cain typifies Israel, who is God's first-born son, who not only had the
promises of the land, but also the heavenly promises of the kingdom.
However, Israel refused to abide in God's commandments, refused the
offer of the heavenly kingdom and also refused the substitute Lamb of
God, Jesus Christ. Cain allowed sin (the flesh, the world and the devil) to
control his actions and therefore God did not accept him. Abel was
accepted by the Lord to be the seed by which Christ would come.

Out of anger, Cain killed his brother who was innocent of any crime. This
was Satan’s first attempt to interrupt the arrival of the Seed. In the same
way, Israel killed his Brother, Jesus Christ, who committed and knew no
sin. Therefore, Cain was cursed because of his sin, and so was Israel. But
God forbade anyone to kill Cain and forbade anyone to exterminate the
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nation of Israel, because He alone will deal with Israel in the future and
His plans and promises will come to pass to restore and redeem them.
Cain's portion of his inheritance was to be an earthly one. Likewise, the
nation of Israel in the Millennium will have an earthly inheritance.

The blood of Abel crying out from the ground (a cursed ground) is
representative of the blood of Christ speaking better things than that of
Abel (Christ, who died and shed His blood, able to redeem not only man
but also to ultimately redeem the ground from which Abel’s blood had
cried (Genesis 4:10; Hebrews 12:24). After Abel died, Adam and Eve
bore Seth, who would replace Abel as the seed by which Christ came.

And Adam knew his wife again, and she bore a son and named him
Seth, “For God has appointed another seed for me instead of Abel,
whom Cain killed.” And as for Seth, to him also a son was born;
and he named him Enosh. Then men began to call on the name of
the Lord. (Genesis 5:25, 26)

Like Cain and Abel, Christians are being tested today. Only those that are
faithfully obedient to God’s Word will actually obtain their offered
inheritance. Christians are sons of God with all rights of primogeniture to
inherit the kingdom of heaven. Will we choose to be like Abel or Cain?
Will we be faithful to God's commands, die to self, and allow the Holy
Spirit to work through us until the end? Or will we be like Cain, refusing
to do God's will and instead choosing to do what's right in our own eyes.
Cain was a believer, but he allowed Satan to control his body of flesh.
Cain lived for the world and not for God. Therefore, he was overcome by
the world, the flesh, and the devil. Abel, on the other hand, did not
conform to the world but loved God, so that it showed by his obedience to
God’s commands.

We also love God if we keep His commandments, allowing the Spirit to
work through us. Do not be deceived. Unconditional love for Him is not
based on our warm and fuzzy feelings (because they do change day to
day!"). If we think feelings for God are all we need, then we will be
deceived into thinking we can do whatever we want. The Word says you
do not love the Lord if you do not keep His commandments. This is the
love that God wants, that we keep His commandments and abide in Him
(His Word) and He in us (His Spirit in us). We must abide in His Word
daily.
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“As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you, abide in My love.
If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as |
have kept My Father's commandments and abide in His love."
(John 15:9, 10)

“For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments.
And His commandments are not burdensome. ” (1 John 5:3)

“I am the vine, you are the branches, He who abides in Me, and
in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. If
anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is
withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and
they are burned.” (John 15:5, 6)

"Abide" is the Greek word (G3306) "meno" which means “to continue; to
endure; to remain.” If we remain in His Word and act accordingly on a
daily basis, then we are producing good works for the saving of our soul.
But if we do not abide in His Word, then we are cast out at the Judgment
Seat, where our works will be tested through fire and will be burned. We
will suffer loss outside the kingdom during the Messianic Era. Without
Him, without His Word, we cannot produce any good works. Good works
are those according to His Word, done through the power of the Holy
Spirit.

Example 3) Enoch
Genesis 5:21

And Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God took him.
(Genesis 5:24)

Very few words are mentioned about Enoch in Scripture, but what is
clearly revealed is that Enoch is a type of the Church, i.e., the bride of
Christ. The basic meaning of the Hebrew word halak (H1980) translated
walk is "to go; exercise self; continually." It is a continual act of motion in
obedience to God's commands; a constant relationship with God. Enoch
had a life-long personal relationship with God. He remained faithful and
obedient to God for three hundred years and then God raptured him to
heaven. Enoch's remarkable experience is a hopeful reminder that those
who "walk with God" can look forward to the same experience --- their
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rapture and reward. In the Old Testament, only Enoch and Elijah were
raptured by God to heaven.

By faith Enoch was taken away so that he did not see death, ‘and
was not found, because God had taken him'; for before he was
taken he had this testimony, that he pleased God.

But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes
to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those
who diligently seek Him. (Hebrews 11:5)

Enoch pleased God with his faith. Enoch believed in God, diligently
sought Him, and trusted that He would reward him in the end. Enoch
knew God and the consequence for not following Him.

Now Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men
also, saying, '‘Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands of His
saints, to execute judgment on all, to convict all who are ungodly
among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have committed
in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which ungodly
sinners have spoken against Him.’ (Jude 14, 15)

During the seventh generation, Enoch was removed from the earth alive.
The number "seven" is a significant number in the Word and means
“completion for that which is in view.” This typifies a man being
removed from the earth at a "complete period of time." Enoch was
raptured before the Flood began (a time of God's judgment which fell
upon all those who remained on the earth). And this typifies the Church
being removed from the earth to heaven at the end of this dispensation
before the Tribulation begins, which will be a time of God's judgment
upon the entire world for a period of seven years. Like Enoch, all those
during this present dispensation who believe in the Lord will be raptured
to heaven before the flood (“overflowing judgment”) begins. Furthermore,
all those who believe in the Lord and are faithfully obedient to His Word
until the end will receive the reward of the inheritance.

Example 4) Noah
Genesis 6:8

In the tenth generation from Adam, after Enoch was raptured to heaven,
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God's judgment upon the entire wicked world transpired and He destroyed
all man because of their transgressions, all except Noah and his family.

A corruption of the human race was Satan’s goal at this time for the
purpose of preventing man from ascending the throne and taking over his
position. Satan’s effort was to corrupt that which God had established in
the beginning — a husband/wife relationship within the human realm—
the manner in which man was to conduct his rule over the earth. Angels,
however, had completely different principles in relation to the government
of the earth. In the angelic realm, angels did not marry, a principle set
forth by God prior to man’s creation (Matthew 22:30). Therefore, the co-
habitation of the sons of God (fallen angels) with the daughters of men in
Genesis 6:1-4 (known as the “giants” or “Nephilim”) was Satan’s efforts
to destroy that which God had established in order to prevent man from
ruling in his place:

Now it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the
earth, and daughters were born to them, that the sons of God saw
the daughters of men, that they were beautiful, and they took wives
for themselves of all whom they chose.

This corruption caused by the fallen angels before Noah’s day was Satan’s
second attempt to prevent the coming of the “Seed of the woman” (Christ)
foretold in Genesis 3:15:

“And | will put enmity between you and the woman, And between
your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, And you shall
bruise His heel.”

The fallen angels procreated strange hybrid offspring with human women,
known as the “Nephilim” (Strong’s #H5303 & H7497: Hebrew word
Nepil & Rapa: meaning “fo fall” and “tyrant”—a giant), also referred to
in the Bible as “giants,” “mighty men,” “Rapha or Rephaim,” and “sons of
Anak.” They were demons, monsters of iniquity; and being superhuman
in size and wicked in character, had to be destroyed. In response, God
reserved these fallen angels for special judgment (2 Peter 2:4; Jude 6)
and cleansed the earth with the Flood.

Noah, however, found favor with God, because during this generation
Noah was the only one who “walked with God.” Only Noah and his



A Life to Overcome m

family had preserved their pedigree pure from Adam (Genesis 6:9).
Therefore, God commanded Noah to build an ark to save him, his family
and two of every sort of animal as to God's specifications. And Noah
obeyed the Lord fully, without question or hesitation.

But I will establish My covenant with you; and you shall go into
the ark...Thus Noah did; according to all that God commanded
him, so he did. (Genesis 6:18, 22)

Noah typifies a remnant of Israel, whom God protected in an ark during
the Flood — and this worldwide destruction typifies the seven year
Tribulation.  God will protect a faithful remnant during the Great
Tribulation (Matthew 24:15, 16; Revelation 12:14). When Christ
returns, He will redeem lIsrael back into their land and the whole of Israel
will be restored.

By faith Noah, being divinely warned of things not yet seen, moved
with godly fear, prepared an ark for the saving of his household,
by which he condemned the world and became heir of the
righteousness which is according to faith. (Hebrews 11:7)

Noah was warned by God that destruction would come upon the whole
world. Noah took God's word seriously and with godly fear. He feared
for his and his family’s salvation and this motivated him to abide by God's
commands. In the antitype, Christ gives ample warning to Israel
(Matthew 24:15, 16) by providing events which will occur at the
beginning of the Great Tribulation. The Antichrist will sit in the Most
Holy Place proclaiming to be God. When this occurs, they are told to flee
to the mountains where God will provide a safe haven for them.

But many in the days of Noah paid little attention to the Lord and, as a
result, faced destruction. The exact scenario will be the case at Christ’s
return.
“And as it was in the days of Noah, so it will be also in the days of
the Son of Man. They ate, they drank, they married wives, they
were given in marriage,

until the day that Noah entered the ark, and the flood came and
destroyed them all...Even so will it be in the day when the Son of
Man is revealed.” (Luke 17:26, 27, 30)
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When the Lord returns to take down Satan and his armies, the world will
be exactly as it was in the days of Noah — the Nephilims will again
surface and man will be going about their wicked ways. The unique
events leading to the Flood are a prerequisite to understanding the
prophetic implications of our Lord’s predictions regarding His Second
Coming. By and through the Word of God, we have been warned
concerning all things to come. Therefore, we are to move with godly fear,
separating ourselves from this world and preparing ourselves for the
coming of the Lord.

“Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour your Lord is
coming. (Matthew 24:42)

The unholy alliance between the fallen angels and human women is
believed to have happened both before the Flood and after the Flood, as
we see recorded in Genesis 6:4,

There were giants on the earth in those days, and also afterward,
when the sons of God came in to the daughters of men and they
bore children to them. Those were the mighty men who were of
old, men of renown.

In Genesis 6:4, note the words “and also afterward.” This implies that
there were two incidents of co-habitation by Satan’s seed --- one before
Noah’s time and another after the Flood. The first incident transpired
through the lineage of Enoch, Cain’s son (Cain was cursed by God as a
vagabond and sent out from the presence of the Lord). The second
incident transpired through the descendants of Ham, the son of Noah.
Ham’s son, Canaan, was cursed because of his actions and the actions of
his father. Ham had entered Noah’s tent and had dishonored his father.
The incident was an act of disgrace and disgust, a sign of his wickedness.

Then he said: “Cursed be Canaan; A servant of servants he shall
be to his brethren.” (Genesis 9:25)

This was yet another attempt by Satan to corrupt the lineage of Adam.
Through the descendants of Ham, a race of giants once again populated
the earth and cohabitated with human women. The Nephilim’s were born
from the descendants of Ham, specifically of his sons, Cush (Cush begot
Nimrod, “the mighty one on the earth’), Mizraim (Mizraim begot six sons
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from whom came the Philistines [Genesis 10:13] as in Goliath the giant),
Canaan (Canaan begot the Jebusites, the Amorites and all the families of
the Canaanites to include the Rephaim [Genesis 10:15-18, 20] from whom
the Anakims or sons of Anak [Deuteronomy 2:11; Numbers 13:28, 29,
33; Joshua 15:14] and King Og descended [Deuteronomy 3:11]), and
Put (from the region of Libya (Ezekiel 27:10) or Africa today. His
descendants were known as Libyans or Chub (Ezekiel 30:5) and were
called “mighty men” (meaning ‘giants’) in Jeremiah 46:9, together with
the descendants of Cush (Ethiopians).

These giants dwelt all over the world and ruled over great cities. The
people worshiped them as gods and had many names, such as the
Sumerian god “Enki’ (from Anak), the Annunuki god, the god Baal
(Baalim), Ashtaroth (Judges 10:6) and many more. The ancient Greeks,
the Egyptians, the Hindus, the South Sea Islanders, the Incas Indians, and
most all others across the world have echoed these evil giants. The Book
of Jude speaks of them; Jude 14 records the prophecy of Enoch
concerning their future judgment. Even today, apostates wander all over
the earth performing the works of Satan, worshiping these ancient gods
(giants) and doing all kinds of evil in the sight of the Lord.

Example 5) Abraham and Isaac
Genesis 12:1

In order to properly understand the fashion in which God set forth His
plans and purposes, one simply calls attention to the types and the
antitypes, leaving the matter to rest upon the foundation of Scripture itself.
We will see with Abraham and his family, all were types covering the
complete story pertaining to God’s plans. Beginning with Abraham as a
type of God, then his wife, Sarah, as a type of Israel; his son, Isaac, as a
type of Christ; his servant, Eleizer, as a type of the Holy Spirit; and Isaac’s
bride, Rebekah, as a type of the bride of Christ. And part of God’s plan of
redemption for man centers around His covenant with Abraham.

God tells Abraham to leave his country and his father's house and go to
the land of Canaan where he would receive his inheritance.

Now the Lord had said to Abram:
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“Get out of your county, from your family and from your father’s
house, To a land that I will show you.

I will make you a great nation; I will bless you and make your
name great; And you shall be a blessing.

I will bless those who bless you, and | will curse him who curses
you; And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”
(Genesis 12:1-3)

The land of Canaan was already populated with the giants, a land that God
would give to Abraham as an inheritance. Satan’s plan was to occupy
Canaan with “his own seed” in advance of Abraham’s seed. For when
Abraham and His people entered Canaan, we read in Genesis 12:6¢, “And
the Canaanites [giants] were then in the land.”

Believing in all that God had said, Abraham obeyed and took his wife,
Sarah, and his nephew, Lot. This represents God’s calling to Christians
whereby they are to focus and move by faith from the land of their birth
towards the land of their calling, the heavenly land.

— just as Abraham “believed God, and it was accounted to him for
righteousness.” Therefore know that only those who are of faith
are sons of Abraham. (Galatians 3:6, 7)

Through Abraham’s lineage, all Christians will be blessed with the offer
of the promised inheritance. Because Christ came through the lineage of
Abraham, and Christians are “in Christ,” then they are part of the seed of
Abraham and have the rights to the promised future inheritance.

And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs
according to the promise. (Galatians 3:29)

However, once Abraham arrived in the Land of Canaan and realized that
the giants were already in the land, he went into the land but later moved
from there, journeying toward “the south.”  This is a pictorial
representation of a Christian’s journey to the land of his calling, where
trials and tribulations arise as a testing of his faith in the Lord. Abraham’s
faith was tested continually by the Lord in order that he would mature. It
took nearly sixty years before Abraham was ready to be faithfully
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obedient in all that God commanded.

God told Abraham that he would have a son from his own body and that
his descendants would be great. Yet Abraham’s wife, Sarah, was barren.
Sarah thought that the Lord had restrained her from conceiving because
she was up in age and had not borne any children. Sarah’s desperate ploy
to have a child resulted in Hagar, her Egyptian maidservant, becoming the
surrogate mother for Sarah. So Abraham had a son called Ishmael through
Hagar and God said He would multiply her descendants as well. However
they would be a “wild” group, unsettled and always at war, ultimately to
fulfill God’s plans and purposes.

And the Angel of the Lord said to her: “Behold, you are with child,
and you shall bear a son, You shall call his name Ishmael, because
the Lord has heard your affliction.

He shall be a wild man; His hand shall be against every man, And
every man’s hand against him. And he shall dwell in the presence
of all his brethren.” (Genesis 16:11)

This has indeed been the case today, for Ishmael’s descendants are the
Arab peoples who populate most of the Middle East. Very few of the
peoples of the Old Testament have survived to our own day. For example,
we see in Genesis 15:19-21 that all ten nations mentioned have ceased to
exist. But two peoples survive: Israel, the Jewish people, descended from
Isaac; and the Arabs, descended from Ishmael -- exactly as God had
planned it to be.

God declared Isaac the son of promise, the one who would inherit the
kingdom. After God gifted Abraham and Sarah with their son, Isaac, God
commanded the sacrificial offering of Isaac in Genesis 22:1. And this
typifies God’s offering of His Son, Jesus Christ, as the sacrificial Lamb; as
the Substitute for the sins of the world.

This time, Abraham fully obeyed God's command without hesitation.
Abraham believed in all that God told him. He believed God's covenant
with him concerning his blessings of the land and his people. He believed
God when He said,
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"But My covenant | will establish with Isaac, whom Sarah shall
bear to you at this set time next year." (Genesis 17:21)

When God commanded him to sacrifice his son, Isaac, Abraham knew this
would be a test of his faithful obedience to God and that "The-Lord-Will-
Provide."  He believed in God's promises and that He would raise up
Isaac from the dead.

By faith, Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he
who had received the promises offered up his only begotten son, of
whom it was said, "

In Isaac your seed shall be called," concluding that God was able
to raise him up, even from the dead, from which he also received
him in a figurative sense. (Hebrews 11:17-19)

We will remember that Abraham is a type of God the Father and Isaac a
type of Jesus, the Son of God. Abraham was willing to sacrifice His son
just as God the Father sacrificed His Son, both on the third day. Abraham
went on a three days journey to the mount and traveled back three days, a
total of six days, which is “Man’s Day. The number “three” in Scripture is
a significant number symbolizing “resurrection; divine completion.” On
the third day, Abraham lifted his eyes and came up to the mountain where
God had told him to go to sacrifice Isaac. But God stopped Abraham from
sacrificing his son, as He provided a substitute lamb in Isaac's place to
satisfy the shedding of blood as the sacrifice for redemption; to satisfy
God's test of faith to Abraham for the offering of the covenant.
Figuratively, Isaac died that day. Then, they arose and returned together.
And this typifies God sacrificing His Son, Jesus Christ, as the Substitute
Lamb without blemish, to save the world from sin and for the offering of
the new covenant to the "seed™ of Abraham (Israel and the Church) for the
inheritance of the Millennial kingdom. The difference with Christ as the
Sacrificial Lamb is that Christ wiped away the sins of the world
completely, whereas before, the shedding of blood of an animal sacrificed
by man only covered sin.

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the place
which he would receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not
knowing where he was going.
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By faith he dwelt in the land of promise as in a foreign country,
dwelling in the tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of
the same promise; for he waited for the city which has foundations,
whose builder and maker is God.

By faith, Sarah herself also received strength to conceive seed, and
she bore a child when she was past the age, because she judged
Him faithful who had promised. Therefore from one man, and him
as good as dead (the sacrifice of Isaac) were born as many as the
stars of the sky in multitude--innumerable as the sand which is by
the seashore. (Hebrews 11:8-12)

Because of our positional standing in Christ, we Christians are part of
Abraham’s seed and therefore connected to Abraham’s son, Isaac — the
son of the free woman and not through Ishmael, the son of the
bondwoman. We will realize that our first birth, that which is born of the
flesh is in opposition to God. Nothing connected with our first birth, the
son of the bondwoman, will have any inheritance in the kingdom. Only
that emanating from our second birth, the son of the free woman, being
born again in the Spirit, will have an offered heavenly inheritance. And
this is what is presented here with Sarah and Hagar.

Nevertheless what does the Scripture say?  “Cast out the
bondwoman and her son, for the son of the bondwoman shall not
be heir with the son of the freewoman. (Galatians 4:30)

It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing. (John 6:63)

After Abraham and Isaac returned from the mountain, Sarah died. Again
we will remember that Sarah, the wife of Abraham is a type of Israel, the
wife of God (Jeremiah 3:1, 14, 20). This typifies Israel’s death in a
figurative sense, as they were set aside temporarily upon their rejection
and crucifixion of Christ.

After Sarah died, Abraham began to seek a bride for his son, Isaac; after
Israel was set aside, God formed the one new man in Christ, the Church,
and sent the Holy Spirit to procure a bride for His Son, Jesus Christ.
Eleizar, Abraham's servant, was to seek the bride for Isaac only out of the
family of Abraham. And since Pentecost, God's Servant, the Holy Spirit,
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is seeking to procure a bride for Christ out from the family of God, the
Church.

When Abraham’s servant (a type of the Holy Spirit) finds Rebekah at the
well, he immediately begins to speak of his master, Abraham, and presents
her with some of his master's goods to show her that the chosen wife of
Isaac would inherit with him. Likewise, the Holy Spirit reveals to
Christians through the Word everything surrounding the coming kingdom
and the rewards ready to be given to those who are faithful. The Holy
Spirit is in the world today showing Christians all the glories which the
Father will give to His Son and His Son’s co-heirs. Note that Abraham’s
servant gives precious things to Rebekah’s brother and to her mother as
well. The Holy Spirit gives to all Christians the things of God through His
Word, but not all Christians will receive Him and make the journey.

After Abraham’s servant had procured a bride for Isaac, his instructions
were to return to his master with the bride. Once God’s allotted time is up
for the search of a bride for His Son, then He will raise those “in Christ”
by the power of the Holy Spirit and bring them to Him. Therefore, Eliezer
arose the next morning ready to make the journey back, but Rebekah's
brother and mother tries to detain her. Likewise, carnal Christians can
have an impact on the Holy Spirit’s work, as they try to hinder others from
making that life journey of faithful obedience. Rebekah had to choose
whether to go with Abraham’s servant to be the bride of Isaac. Likewise,
a Christian has to decide whether or not he will follow the Holy Spirit till
the end. So the question is asked of Rebekah, "Will you go with this
man?" (Genesis 24:58) And she said, “7 will go.”

It is remarkable to see that every detail of these events was arranged in
God’s perfect order, presenting a perfect word-picture of the Christian’s
calling and of things yet to come.

Abraham’s servant removed the bride along with her damsels. All of them
together rode on ten camels to meet Isaac. Therefore, Rebekah and her
damsels leaving on the ten camels shows ordinal completion, as the
number “ten” in Scripture denotes “all.” All went to meet Isaac, but only
Rebekah was later presented to Isaac as his bride. In the antitype, all
Christians will be removed and will be presented to Christ, but only the
chosen will be His bride, and crowned as His consort queen.
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It is interesting to note that the location in which Isaac and Rebekah meet
was between his home and her home and then they proceeded to his home.
And this typifies the Lord Jesus Christ and the Church meeting in the air
between heaven and earth and then proceeding to heaven to the wedding
hall, where a white garment must be worn (which is the righteous act of
the saints) in order to enter the wedding banquet.

As Rebekah and Isaac approach each other, Rebekah puts a veil over her
face. This typifies that judgment must occur before the bride is revealed
and a wedding garment must be worn showing righteous acts; showing
those who have passed the test of fire and have been chosen worthy in the
Son’s presence. The test is administered when Abraham’s servant
proceeds to tell Isaac all the positive things that transpired concerning
Rebekah. The wedding is then automatically consummated. Likewise,
the bride of Christ will make up those Christians who responded positively
to the Spirit’s mission as Rebekah did. And it was on the seventh day that
Isaac presented his bride, just as Christ will present His bride on that
coming Seventh Day. After the marriage of his son, Abraham remarries.
This typifies God’s remarriage to Israel when Israel will be restored to her
land again to reign over the nations on earth during the Millennium.

And Abraham gave all that he had to Isaac. But Abraham gave
gifts to the sons of the concubines which Abraham had (Hagar and
Keturah typifies Israel); and while he was still living he sent them
eastward, away from Isaac his son, to the country of the east.”
(Genesis 25:5)

In the antitype, God will give the grand share of the inheritance to His
Son, Christ Jesus and His bride. He will also give the earthly land to
Israel as their inheritance. Therefore, this typifies the bride of Christ
inheriting the heavenly kingdom and God’s wife, Israel, inheriting the
earthly kingdom. The accounts of Abraham and his family are examples
set for us today. The Day will come when the bride of Christ will be
chosen (called out from “the called” or Church) and those who are ready
and have their wedding garment on will be the ones who made the
decision in this life to follow Him to the end, through faithful obedience.

We have a choice. Will you go with this Man? Every Christian has a
choice whether he will follow the Holy Spirit and make the journey to the
meet the Bridegroom. The Holy Spirit takes the things of God and reveals
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them to the Christian. In and through the study of God's Word, one will
mature in the knowledge of God leading to his transformation and
assisting him in his journey to meet the Lord.

Example 6) Lot and his wife
Genesis 19:1

Lot is the example of an unfaithful Christian, the man of flesh. He
represents all those who are saved but live for self (carnal; fleshly). His
uncle, Abraham, is the example of a faithful Christian, who does good
works pleasing to God. While Abraham made the choice to walk with
God, Lot drifted away from the Lord and became a carnal Christian, even
though he traveled with Abraham and had seen the works of God. He
moved away from Abraham and made the choice to become involved in
the world. And this is exactly what is happening today just before Christ's
return. The unfaithfulness and wickedness of Christians today, which
counterpart the works of Lot, will ultimately result in loss. Lot was
eternally saved, but lost his inheritance.

Likewise as it was also in the days of Lot: They ate, they drank,
they bought, they sold, they planted, they built, but on the day that
Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven
and destroyed them all.

Even so will it be in the Day when the Son of Man is revealed. In
that Day, he who is on the housetop, and his goods are in the
house, let him not come down to take them away.

And likewise the one who is in the field, let him not turn back.
Remember Lot's wife. Whoever seeks to save his life will lose it,
and whoever loses his life will preserve it. (Luke 17:28-33)

In Genesis 13:10, 11, there was conflict between Abraham's and Lot's
herdsmen. Therefore, Abraham peacefully offered Lot his choice of the
land so that the herdsmen could be divided up amongst them. Because Lot
was carnally minded, he chose the land of Jordan for its rich soil and
flowing water. And the same is done so much in the world today, as
Christians become so involved in the things of this world rather than the
things of God. So we find in Genesis 13:12 that Lot settled in the city of
Sodom, the city of self-centered ambitions, wickedness and fleshly lusts.
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Because of Lot's presence in the city of Sodom and because he held office
there, he lost his testimony for the Lord. He was not walking in the ways
of the Lord so when he spoke of the coming judgment to his sons-in-law,
they thought he was peculiar and did not believe him. Although he was a
hearer of the Word, he failed to be a doer of the Word.

But be doers of the Word, and not hearers only, deceiving
yourselves. For if anyone is a hearer of the Word and not a doer,
he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror; for he
observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of
man he was.

But he who looks into the perfect (mature) law of liberty and
continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work,
this one will be blessed in what he does. (James 1:22-25)

Abraham, the man of the Spirit, did the opposite of Lot, for he did not
settle in Sodom, but rather moved his tent to the city of Hebron in the
Land of Canaan, the land that God had promised to give his descendants
as an inheritance, and there he built an altar for the Lord.

Before God destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, the angels warned Lot to get
out of the city and flee to the mountains with his family. His sons-in-law
perished because of their unbelief. Lot, his wife and two daughters
escaped, but Lot’s wife looked back (apostatized) and became a pillar of
salt. Though she was delivered from Sodom, she lost her life for the age
to come. This account forms a type of the future rapture of all Christians
before the Tribulation and their subsequent judgment.

In Luke 17:32, Jesus had been talking to his disciples concerning His
appearing and His judgment. He told them to remember Lot's wife,
because although she was delivered from the city of Sodom, her heart and
soul were for the things in Sodom (a type of the world). When Jesus told
His disciples to remember Lot's wife, He was warning them of the
possibility that although they would be raptured, they could lose their
rewards during the Millennial reign of Christ if they also looked back.

When Jesus told His disciples to remember Lot's wife, He was warning
them against the possibility of neglecting the hope of His return and
therefore not watching till the end.
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Jesus spoke numerous times to his disciples about being ready at any
moment for His return and to watch. Lot's wife did not keep her eyes
fixed on the kingdom of heaven, because she looked back. She believed
in the coming judgment and was obedient when they told her to flee, but
she was more mindful of the things of the world.

What does it mean when Lot's wife was changed to a pillar of salt? Every
reference in the Bible about salt is good. Salt is a preservative and was a
commanded ingredient to be used in the Levitical sacrifices. Lot's wife
being changed to a pillar of salt seems to signify that she was preserved
until the Eternal Ages; her spirit was saved, but her soul-life was not saved
during the Kingdom Age. She would suffer loss because of her
unfaithfulness. Every Christian has the potential to fall back if they do not
have their eyes fixed on Christ’s return. If one falls back, they too will be
"preserved” like a pillar of salt for one thousand years. For this reason
Jesus said to His disciples, "Remember Lot's wife."

In that Day, he who is on the housetop, and his goods are in the
house, let him not come down to take them away. And likewise the
one who is in the field, let him not turn back. Remember Lot's
wife. Whoever seeks to save his life (in this world or age) will lose
it, and whoever loses his life will preserve it (in the Kingdom Age
to come). (Luke 17:31-33)

When God instructed Lot to escape to the mountains, Lot disobeyed and
pleaded to be sent to a small city east of the Jordan called Zoar (H6819,
meaning “be brought low” ) with his two daughters. Lot failed to realize
the salvation of his soul. He found himself dwelling in a cave outside of
the Lord’s presence (outside of the kingdom, i.e. God’s temple).
Abraham, on the other hand, found himself dwelling in the presence of the
Lord and standing by His side.

The account of Lot and his family makes two things quite clear. First, it
reveals that all Christians, whether faithful or unfaithful, will be removed
prior to the Tribulation. Second, issues surrounding ones faithfulness or
unfaithfulness will be determined following the rapture, at the Judgment
seat of Christ. Upon these determinations, one will either be found in the
presence of the Lord or outside the presence of the Lord.
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Example 7) Jacob and Esau
Genesis 25:23

Isaac and Rebekah had twin boys, Esau and Jacob. God revealed to
Rebekah which of her sons would be His elect before they were even born.
He told her while her twins were in her womb struggling which one would
follow his father's footsteps and be blessed with the birthright of the
inheritance.

And the Lord said to her: “Two nations are in your womb, Two
peoples shall be separated from your body; One people shall be
stronger than the other, And the older shall serve the younger."
(Genesis 25:23)

And not only this, but when Rebekah also had conceived by one
man, even by our father Isaac (for the children not yet being born,
nor having done any good or evil,

that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of
works but of Him who calls), it was said to her, " The older shall
serve the younger. As it is written, "Jacob | have loved, but Esau |
have hated." (Romans 9:10)

And so it happened that Esau grew to be a skillful hunter, a man of the
field; but Jacob was a humble and mild man, dwelling in tents as Abraham
did. Esau and Jacob had contrasting temperaments and interests similar to
those of Cain and Abel. Esau, as the firstborn, had a birthright to a double
portion of the family estate. Moreover, he inherited from his father, Isaac,
the privilege of an everlasting covenant with God. But Esau had no
respect for this sacred covenant or for his birthright. And it came to pass
that when he came in from the field, exhausted and hungry, that he sold
his birthright to Jacob for a bowl of stew.

But Jacob said, “Sell me your birthright as of this day.”" And Esau
said, " Look, I am about to die; so what is this birthright to me?"

Then Jacob said, "Swear to me as of this day." So he swore to
him, and sold his birthright to Jacob.
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And Jacob gave Esau bread and stew of lentils; then he ate and
drank, arose, and went his way. Thus Esau despised his
birthright." (Genesis 25:31-34)

Esau considered his birthright of little value and sold it to his younger
brother, Jacob, to satisfy a fleshly desire. Like Esau, there are carnal
Christians today that dismiss the importance of this inheritance that God
has promised to the seed of Abraham (in which we have become a part
of).

"And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs
according to the promise.” (Galatians 3:29)

Neglecting this inheritance of the kingdom has immutable consequence in
the age to come. There will be no room for repentance at the Judgment
Seat of Christ. Carnal Christians will be cast out into the outer darkness
with shame and regret. For "how shall we escape if we neglect so great a
salvation?" (Hebrews 2:3) The answer is “we won’t.”

God is just. He will give a just recompense of reward when all Christians
are judged. We will get exactly what we deserve. Esau knew later the
wrong that he had done and regretted it, but it was too late. He had lost
his inheritance.

...lest there be any fornicator or profane person like Esau, who for
one morsel of food sold his birthright. For you know that
afterward, when he wanted to inherit the blessing, he was rejected
for he found no place for repentance, though he sought it diligently
with tears. (Hebrews 12:16, 17)

And like Esau, this will be the fate of many unfaithful Christians when
they stand in front of the throne of Christ and be rejected from the
inheritance.

"And cast the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness. There
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” (Matthew 25:30)

Do not be deceived into thinking that we are immune to judgment and that
we can go about our business as we desire. How we live our life right
now matters. We can eat our bread and stew, drink and go our way every
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day without one thought of all of this or we can choose to receive God’s
Word and live differently from now on. The first will bring dire
consequence and the last will yield reward. The choice is ours.

Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which cannot be
shaken, let us have grace, by which we may serve God acceptably
with reverence and godly fear. For our God is a consuming fire.
(Hebrews 12:28)

Example 8) Jacob and Rachel
Genesis 29:1

After Jacob received the blessings from his father Isaac, Esau was furious
and wanted to kill him. Therefore, Rebekah tells Jacob to leave their
home and go to her brother Laban's house in another city called Haran.
When he reached their land, he saw a well in the field and approached it.
There he sees Rachel and it was love at first sight. He had heard the story
of his mother's encounter at the well with Abraham's servant many times.
He knew this meeting with Rachel was a blessing from God. So he kissed
Rachel, and lifted up his voice and wept. He became Laban’s servant, a
shepherd of Laban’s sheep, and worked for Rachel for seven years (a
complete period of time). However, Jacob had to marry Leah, the older
daughter of Laban first because of the custom of the Jews in that she was
the firstborn. Leah typifies the law, the earthly people, and just as Christ’s
ministry was to the Jew first, Jacob had to marry Leah first. Rachel
typifies the gospel, the heavenly people, so she would be second in line.
So Jacob served another seven years for Rachel, and then he left Laban's
home and took his family back to his father's house in the land of Canaan.

In the antitype, the Holy Spirit is working for a complete period of time to
procure a bride from the Church. The heavenly portion of the kingdom
was offered to the Jews first: "Thus says the Lord: Israel is My son, My
firstborn." (Exodus 4:22). Then the kingdom was offered to the Church
following Israel’s rejection.

Leah typifies Israel and Rachel typifies the Church. Jacob had to work
seven years for each bride, a complete period of time — “fo the Jew first
and then to the Greek.”  The number “seven” in Scripture means “a
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complete period of time for that which is in view.” Jacob therefore
typifies Christ, coming in the form of a bondservant and working for a
complete period of time to win Himself His bride. When the work of
procuring a bride is complete, then the Church will be raptured, Christ will
return for His bride, and take her to His Father's house in the kingdom of
heaven. And just as Jacob loved Rachel more than he did Leah, so Christ
Jesus loved the Church and sacrificed Himself for her.

This is a complete word-picture of God's plan in the search for the bride of
Christ. After Christ ascended to heaven, the “one new man in Christ” was
created, no longer Jew or Gentile — faith in Christ superseded the law,
which is why Jacob loved Rachel more than he did Leah.

Example 9) Joseph
Genesis 37:1

Jacob loved Joseph the most of all his twelve sons because he was the
oldest of the two who were born from Rachel. This is a picture of the
unique relationship between God the Father and God the Son, especially
as we would see it during the Lord’s first advent with Jesus having been
begotten during His Father’s “old age.” He made Joseph a tunic of many
colors when he was seventeen years old, which led to the jealousy of his
brothers. The tunic represented favoritism, first in line to acquire the
inheritance. Within this picture, Joseph’s brothers typify the nation of
Israel who nationally hated Christ “for his dreams and for his words.”

Joseph’s dream looked forward to the day when his brothers in the land of
Egypt during the seven years of famine would bow down before him, but
looked forward even further to that Day when Israel, whom the brothers
picture, will bow down and acknowledge the dominion of their brother
Christ — the One whom they mistreated and sold into the hands of the
Gentiles. When they were away from their father's house, the brothers
sold Joseph to some Ishmaelites who were passing by on their way to

Egypt.

So it came to pass, when Joseph had come to his brothers, that
they stripped Joseph of his tunic, the tunic of many colors that was
on him. Then they took him and cast him into a pit. And the pit
was empty; there was no water in it. And thy sat down to eat a
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meal. Then they lifted their eyes and looked, and there was a
company of Ishmaelites, coming from Gilead with their camels,
bearing spices, balm, and myrrh, on their way to carry them down

to Egypt.

So Judah said to his brothers, “What profit is there if we Kkill our
brother and conceal his blood? “Come and let us sell him to the
Ishmaelites, and let not our hand be upon him, for he is our
brother and our flesh.”

And his brothers listened. Then Midianite traders passed by; so the
brothers pulled Joseph up and lifted him out of the pit, and sold
him to the Ishmaelites for twenty shekels of silver. And they took
Joseph to Egypt. (Genesis 37:23-28)

The account of Joseph pictures for us a 2000 year history from the Lord’s
death, burial and resurrection to the forthcoming seven year Tribulation.
The stripping of Joseph of his tunic is a picture of Christ’s humiliation
before His crucifixion, recorded in Matthew 27:28, 29:

And they stripped Him and put a scarlet robe on Him. When they
had twisted a crown of thorns, they put it on His head, and a reed
in His right hand. And they bowed the knee before Him and
mocked Him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!”

The empty pit with no water into which Joseph was cast is a picture of
Christ in the place of the dead. We also see Joseph being sold to the
Ishmaelites for twenty shekels of silver, a picture of the very thing that
Jeremiah prophesied would happen with Jesus when He was betrayed.

Then was fulfilled what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet,
saying, “And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the value of Him
who was priced, whom they of the children of Israel priced, and

gave them for the potter’s field, as the Lord directed me.”
(Matthew 27:9, 10; cf Jeremiah 32:6-9)

This was a picture of Judas Iscariot’s actions, one of the twelve disciples,
who sought to betray his Brother for a small price of 30 pieces of silver,
recorded in Matthew 26:14-16. And the Ishmaelites bearing spices, balm
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and myrrh was a picture of the spices used for Jesus’ body after he was
placed in the tomb (Mark 16:1).

The brothers went back to their father's house and told him that Joseph had
been killed by a wild beast. They showed him the tunic that they had
taken from Joseph and had covered in goat's blood. Jacob mourned for
days as Joseph was his favorite.

The Ishmaelites took Joseph to Egypt and sold him as a slave to an officer
of Pharaoh. But God protected Joseph and gave him the gift of prophecy
in dreams and the ability to interpret them. And Joseph prospered in
everything he did. So his master, the Egyptian officer, noticed that the
Lord had blessed Joseph. And because of this, the officer made him an
overseer of his household, all that he had. Therefore, the Lord blessed the
Egyptian's house for Joseph's sake.

And it came to pass that the wife of the master Egyptian had eyes for
Joseph because he was handsome. She made passes at him several times,
but Joseph refused because he was loyal to his master and to the
commandments of God.

But he refused and said to his master's wife, "Look, my master
does not know what is with me in the house, and he has committed
all that he has to my hand.

There is no one greater in this house than I, nor has he kept back
anything from me but you, because you are his wife. How then can
| do this great wickedness, and sin against God?" (Genesis 39:8,
9)

Joseph was faithful to his master and did not give in to temptation. His
master trusted Joseph with his entire household, had blessed him, and was
expecting Joseph to serve diligently, with loyalty in return. Likewise,
Christ was faithful to His Father in doing His will. Because of this, the
Father made Him ruler over His entire household (although He is not
exercising this rule at the present time). And from the time Christ
ascended to heaven, He has entrusted Christians with all of His goods, His
Word and the Holy Spirit. Jesus taught His disciples about this in the
parable of the faithful and evil servant, when He said,
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“Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his master made
ruler over his household, to give them food in due season?
Blessed is that servant whom his master, when he comes, will find
so doing.

Assuredly, | say to you that he will make him ruler over all his
goods. But if that evil servant says in his heart, 'My master is
delaying his coming," and begins to beat his fellow servants,

and to eat and drink with the drunkards, the master of that servant

will come on a day when he is not looking for him and at an hour
that he is not aware of, and will cut him in two and appoint him his
portion with the hypocrites. There shall be weeping and gnashing
of teeth.” (Matthew 24:45-51)

Jesus is speaking to Christians in this parable because He calls them
"servants." God is the master who has entrusted Christians to serve His
household, the family of God, i.e. the Church, by teaching them the meat
of the Word. The meat of the Word is the higher knowledge surrounding
Christ's second return and His millennial reign. It is important to rightly
divide the Word of God concerning milk and meat doctrines. They are
distinctly different and understanding them is a major part of correctly
understanding Scripture. Plainly, milk is the doctrine concerning Jesus'
first coming, which is the gospel of grace — belief in Christ for the
salvation of the spirit with eternal verities in view. Then, meat is the
doctrine that speaks of the second coming of Christ and the establishment
of His kingdom, which is the gospel of glory (also called the gospel of
Christ or gospel of the kingdom) with millennial verities in view.

For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of
righteousness, for he is a babe. But solid food belongs to those
who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have their
senses exercised to discern both good and evil.

Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary principles of
Christ, let us go on to perfection... (Hebrews 5:13-6:1)

After one has been given the gospel of grace and has believed in Christ,
God says that he must move on to maturity in the Word pertaining to the
message of the kingdom and refrain from repeating the elementary
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principles of Christ. And the reason why one needs to move on to
maturity is because the full knowledge concerning the kingdom to come
prepares him for Christ's return. Otherwise, he will not have a full
understanding and this will lead to confusion in the Scriptures and a life
not prepared for Christ. He will be like the evil servant whose heart is not
seeking Christ's return, but living a carnal life blinded by the world and its
lusts. He will be deceived into thinking that "My Master is delaying His
coming” (2 Peter 3:4), and will continue to eat, drink and play as if
nothing of significance is going to happen. A Scriptural warning to
“watch out!” is given for one who lives this way. The Lord will come as
a thief in the night and he will not expect Him. The consequence will be
dire.

After Joseph had resisted his master's wife, she plotted against him by
telling her husband that it was Joseph who made passes at her. So the
master put him in prison. But the Lord showed mercy towards Joseph and
blessed him there. God put a desire in the keeper of the prison to befriend
Joseph, thereby giving him authority over all the other prisoners. While
he was in prison, he interpreted the prisoners’ dreams they were having
with the condition that the prisoners would make mention of this to
Pharaoh so that Joseph would be released from prison. After two years
went by, the Pharaoh also had a dream and a former prisoner remembered
Joseph and told Pharaoh about him. So the Pharaoh released Joseph and
he interpreted Pharaoh's dream precisely.

And Pharaoh said to Joseph, "Can we find such a one as this, a
man in whom is the Spirit of God? Inasmuch as God has shown
you all this, there is no one as discerning and wise as you.

You shall be over my house, and all my people shall be ruled
according to your word; only in regard to the throne will 1 be
greater than you." (Genesis 41:38-40)

Within the overall type we have covered the rejection, death, burial and
now resurrection of Christ. After Pharaoh rewarded Joseph to be co-heir,
he gave him Asenath, an Egyptian, to be his Gentile bride. Joseph, who is
a type of Christ, was exalted to the right hand of the ruler, taking a bride of
Gentile lineage. And Joseph's brothers who plotted to kill him typify the
nation of Israel, who also plotted to kill their brother Jesus. But God's
plan through His Son will be to redeem the nation of Israel and to save the
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remnant out of the Tribulation, just as Joseph saved his brothers from the
famine and tribulation that struck the entire ancient world.

The picture of Asenath as Joseph’s Gentile bride follows the picture of
death, burial and resurrection — a time of plenty. The seven years of
plenty and the seven years of famine picture for us two complete periods
of time. The years of plenty is associated with Man’s Day, specifically the
last 2000 years of this dispensation. Then the period of time associated
with the seven years of famine typifies the Tribulation, the time of Jacob’s
trouble.

We will note that during the time of plenty, when Asenath is revealed to
Joseph, his brothers are not in view, which pictures the setting aside of
Israel during the period of time when Christ’s bride is being sought and
revealed. During this time, Joseph’s two sons are born. Manasseh was the
firstborn and through the association of his name with the “father’s
house” pictures for us the nation of Israel who is God’s first adopted
firstborn son, as we see recorded in Exodus 4:22,

“Then you shall say to Pharaoh, ‘Thus says the Lord: “Israel is
My son, My firstborn. ”

Ephraim was the second born and through the association of his name with
“fruitfulness” in the land of Joseph’s affliction, he would picture for us the
Church, and most particularly, those who would bring forth fruit for the
kingdom.

Israel was created first as a son of God and adopted as a firstborn son, a
status that remains current even though Israel’s condition at present is in a
state of disobedience or “sickness.” Then the Church was born by a
special creative act of God, also becoming sons of God, however their
adoption as firstborn sons await the events that surround the Judgment
Seat of Christ.

After the sons, Manasseh and Ephraim, are born, the seven years of plenty
ended bringing in the seven years of famine. In the antitype, this
represents all Christians being removed from the earth bringing in the
Tribulation.
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During the time when the famine is severe in all lands, Joseph’s brothers
have no choice, if they want to live, but to go to him to buy grain. In the
same way, Christ’s brothers, the nation of Israel, will have no choice
during the Tribulation if they want to live but to cry out to the God of their
fathers.

When Joseph's brothers first came to Egypt to buy grain Joseph
recognized them, but they did not recognize Joseph, for he was allured in
fine Egyptian clothing. So Joseph hid his identity from them and tested
them, to learn whether his brothers had changed their ways. He accused
them of being spies and kept them in prison three days. The number
“three” in Scripture is the number for “divine perfection and
completion/resurrection.” This timeframe is equivalent to the amount of
days that Jesus suffered, died, was buried and resurrected. Likewise, it is
the timeframe in which we must suffer and be tested in this world until
Christ's return (awaiting our resurrection), which is the third day from
Pentecost or the third one thousand-year period.

“..and you shall be kept in prison, that your words may be tested
to see whether there is any truth in you; or else, by the life of
Pharaoh, surely you are spies!"

So he put them all together in prison three days. Then Joseph said
to them the third day, “Do this and live, for | fear God..."
(Genesis 42:16)

Following the third day, Joseph released them from prison and demanded
that Benjamin, his full brother of younger age, be brought to him as a sign
of their honesty. The same will transpire on the third one-thousand year
period when Christ returns. He will release and gather the captive Jews
from across the world and bring them back to their land.

So Joseph kept Simeon, one of the brothers, in prison until they brought
Benjamin. The brothers realized that this test came from God as a
punishment for their actions against Joseph and it was then that they had
guilt for what they had done to him.

Then they said to one another, “We are truly guilty concerning our
brother, for we saw the anguish of his soul when he pleaded with
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us, and we would not hear; therefore this distress has come upon
us.

And Reuben answered them, saying, "Did | not speak to you,
saying, ‘Do not sin against the boy'; and you would not listen?

Therefore, behold, his blood is now required of us." But they did
not know that Joseph understood them, for he spoke to them
through an interpreter. And he turned himself away from them and
wept.”  (Genesis 42:21)

In the antitype, the nation of Israel will cry out to the Lord and repent at
the end of the Tribulation. God will hear their cry and Christ will return.
He will gather the elect from the four corners of the earth and bring them
back to their land. And all of Israel (as a whole) will see the Lord and be
redeemed.

All the brothers, except Simeon, went back to their father, Jacob, and
informed him of what happened. Jacob was hesitant in letting Benjamin
go for he feared for his son's life, the only son remaining from his wife,
Rachel. But the famine was great and they needed food, so the brothers
set off with Benjamin to Egypt. And when they arrived, Joseph spoke and
dined with them. As they were leaving with the grain, Joseph tested them
once again. This time he commanded his steward to place his silver cup in
Benjamin's bag. When the brothers were barely outside the city, Joseph
commanded his steward to follow, cease and accuse them of stealing his
silver cup. When the steward accused them, the brothers denied any
wrongdoing and they all dropped their bags for inspection.

And they said, "With whomever of your servants it is found, let him
die, and we also will be my lord's slaves." (Genesis 44:9)

And when the steward pulled the cup from Benjamin's bag, the brothers in
anguish tore their clothes and returned to Egypt. The tearing of the clothes
was a sign of grief and mourning. They could not let Benjamin die, for
their father would die of sorrow. So when they arrived in Egypt, they
pleaded with Joseph for Benjamin's life and told him what their father
Jacob had said,
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"You know that my wife bore me two sons; and the one went out
from me, and 1 said,

Surely he is torn to pieces’; and | have not seen him since. But if
you take this one also from me, and calamity befalls him, you shall
bring down my gray hair with sorrow to the grave.” (Genesis
44:27-29)

Through the outworking of circumstances and events, Joseph’s brothers
acknowledged and accepted responsibility for their previous treatment of
Joseph. It is following this confession that Joseph revealed himself to
them. In the antitype, we have recorded in Zechariah 12:10 the prophecy
of Israel acknowledging their sin and mourning for Christ.

“And I will pour on the house of David and on the inhabitants of
Jerusalem the Spirit of grace and supplication; then they will look
on Me whom they pierced. Yes, they will mourn for Him as one
mourns for his only son, and grieve for Him as one grieves for a
firstborn.”

Joseph wept loudly and told them not to fear, for it was God's will that he
ended up in Egypt. God worked through the brothers’ evil actions to
preserve not only Jacob's family but the lives of many throughout the
world.
And God sent me before you to preserve a posterity for you in the
earth, and to save your lives by a great deliverance.

So now it was not you who sent me here, but God; and He has
made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and a ruler
throughout all the land of Egypt. (Genesis 45:7, 8)

In the antitype, God sent His Son in the flesh knowing that He would be
crucified, to deliver the lives of many throughout the earth. This was done
for a purpose, with a view to Christ ascending the throne, being made
Ruler of all the earth and Lord of all of God's house in the kingdom.

Note that through all of Joseph's dealings with his brothers during their
famine and tribulation, his Gentile bride, Asenath (a type of the bride of
Christ), is never involved or present. This clearly shows that the bride of
Christ (the Church) will not be involved or be present with Christ's
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dealings with His brethren, the nation of Israel. As Asenath did not suffer
with Joseph's brethren, neither will the Church suffer with Israel or have
any part in the Tribulation. The Church will be removed to heaven prior
to the Tribulation on earth. Furthermore, the bride of Christ will not
accompany Christ when He returns to earth for the second time to avenge
his enemies and the evil one, but they will be in a place of safety in the
heavenly kingdom.

After Joseph’s father and his brothers settle in the land over which Joseph
rules, Ephraim and Manasseh are blessed by his father Jacob. Recorded in
Genesis 48:3, we see that Jacob adopts Joseph’s sons as his own and in
doing so, Ephraim and Manasseh each receive a full portion of the
inheritance (1 Chronicles 5:1). With regards to the nation of Israel,
Reuben was Israel’s firstborn son and therefore in line to inherit the rights
of the firstborn. However, as referenced in 1 Chronicles 5:1, Reuben
forfeited his firstborn right “because he defiled his father’s bed.”
Consequently, Reuben’s birthright was divided amongst three of his
brothers with rulership over the father’s house being given to Judah, the
priest in the father’s house being given to Levi, and the double portion of
the inheritance was given to Joseph. The tribe of Judah then would
produce the kingly line (Christ—Revelation 5:5); out of the tribe of Levi
would come the priestly line (Ezekiel 44:15) and the tribe of Joseph
would receive the double portion of the inheritance through Joseph’s two
sons, Ephraim and Manasseh (Ezekiel 48:4).

With regards to the twelve tribes of Israel ruling on the earth in that
coming Day, we see in Revelation 7:4-8 that Manasseh, who received a
double portion of the earthly inheritance, replaced Dan. Dan’s
descendants previously had abandoned their faith concerning their
inheritance (Genesis 49:17; Deuteronomy 33:22).  Consequently, the
tribe would not be able to receive their offered inheritance because of their
idolatry and disobedience against the Lord, for they sought to gain their
own inheritance (Judges 18).

Within the typological framework given to us through the account of
Joseph’s life, a clear word-picture is presented concerning the concluding
events of the Tribulation when Jacob’s adoption of Joseph’s sons is
realized with Israel and the Church, who is God the Father’s adopted
firstborn sons. Within the picture of Ephraim and Manasseh, each
receives a full portion of the Father’s inheritance — Israel receiving the
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earthly portion and the Church (bride of Christ) receiving the heavenly
portion, fulfilling the type of the house of Joseph receiving the double
portion.

During the Messianic Era, Christ as the Head, with Israel and the Church
as firstborn sons of God, will rule over the Father’s house as king-priests
and will receive a double portion of the inheritance, either earthly or
heavenly. Israel will be at the head of the nations, ruling on the earth.
They will also be priests in the Millennial Temple in Jerusalem on the
earth. This ministry as kings and priests will take place from within the
land promised to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and will extend to the four
corners of the earth as Israel’s double portion. For the Church, the role of
royal priesthood (king-priests) takes place from the heavens over the earth,
thereby also demonstrating the double portion.

In Genesis 48:13-20, Jacob gives a greater blessing to Ephraim, even
though Ephraim and Manasseh each receive an equal portion of the
inheritance. According to Scripture, “And thus he set Ephraim before
Manasseh.” Ephraim, the younger adopted son, is set before (set above in
terms of status within the family) Manasseh the older adopted son. We
see from our verses in Genesis 48:14 that Jacob guided his hands
knowingly to bless Ephraim above Manasseh and according to Hebrews
11:22, he did this “by faith.”

This indicates that God had revealed this to Jacob as His will, otherwise
this blessing could not have been given “by faith.” This presents a picture
of the Church, the younger adopted son, being set before Israel, the older
adopted son in terms of status within the family. Simply put, the Church’s
heavenly calling is a higher calling than Israel’s earthly calling. Israel
rejected the offer of the heavenly inheritance, the kingdom of the heavens,
at Christ’s first advent which the Church accepted. And because the
Church received the offer, they were given a much higher position as
joint-heir with Christ, a position not given to Israel in terms of inheritance.

But now they desire a better, that is, a heavenly country.
Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for He has
prepared a city for them. (Hebrews 11:16)
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“To him who overcomes | will grant to sit with Me on My throne,

as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.”
(Revelation 3:21)

Following Jacob’s death, the brothers sent messengers to Joseph begging
for forgiveness of their sin against him; for they feared now that their
father was dead Joseph would take revenge. But Joseph wept and
reassured them that he would continue to provide for them, saying:

But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God meant it for
good, in order to bring it about as it is this day, to save many
people alive. (Genesis 50:20)

God transformed the evil of Joseph's brothers into an exceedingly great
work. Joseph’s actions saved the lives of numerous people in the ancient
world, and Joseph was faithful until the end, in which he also testified to
the power and goodness of the living God. God works His good and
perfect plan even through the evil plans of people.

We are to heed the example of Joseph, who by faith, endured hardship and
tribulation, knowing that God was with him and had a bigger and better
plan for him. Joseph typifies Jesus, who by faith, endured persecution
knowing that God had a much bigger plan for Him. We also are to follow
the examples that Christ and Joseph left. We are to be ambassadors for
God. The word ambassador means “house-manager;” proclaiming His
message to His household. Joseph did not hide God's word, but revealed
it to everyone, even to Pharaoh, and he was not ashamed or afraid to do so.

When Pharaoh sent for him and asked him if it was true that he could
interpret his dream, Joseph boldly answered Pharaoh, saying,

“It is not in me; God will give Pharaoh an answer of peace."
(Genesis 41:16)

And like Joseph, we are called to be sons of the light that shines in a dark
place (the world), proclaiming the message of Christ's return to all
Christians.
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And so we have the prophetic word confirmed, which you do well
to heed as a light that shines in a dark place, until the day dawns
and the morning star rises in your hearts... (2 Peter 1:19)

Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good
works and glorify your Father in heaven. (Matthew 5:16)

God is the Word and the Light and we are sons of the Light. Through the
Word and the Spirit in us, we must bear witness of that Light.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God.

All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was
made that was made. In Him was life, and the life was the light of
men. And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
comprehend it. (John 1:1-5)

The prophetic Word is the Word of God which reveals all that the
prophets have spoken concerning the age to come, primarily the second
return of Christ and His millennial kingdom. It is the prophecy of the
Word that God wants us to heed as a light, to proclaim to all in this world.
This prophecy is the Word of the kingdom. It is not a separate doctrine,
for it encompasses the entire Word of God.

However, because of the tares that Satan placed within the Church, the
Word of the kingdom became corrupted and distorted. But the prophetic
Word, the Word of the kingdom, the gospel of grace and the gospel of
glory together is the whole counsel of God.

Example 10) Moses
Exodus 2:1

Seventy of Jacob's family was now in the land of Egypt. After Joseph and
his brothers died, the children of Israel multiplied. After four hundred
years, the number of Jews grew exceedingly great. The king of Egypt
feared that the nation of Israel would take over the land, so he treated them
harshly and made them slaves of hard labor. In order to stop the nation of
Israel from growing any further, Pharaoh commanded every Hebrew son
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born to be cast into the river Nile. It was then that Moses was born from
the tribe of Levi.

His mother hid him for three months and then put him in a floating crib in
the river. He was found by the Pharaoh's daughter who saw how beautiful
he was and adopted him. And this was no coincidence. God had a
purpose for Moses and therefore he was under His protection. God called
on Moses to perform a great work. And Moses chose to do God's will,
knowing the suffering that would follow, for he looked forward to the
reward. The faith of Moses was great and he lived his life to please God.

By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden three months by his
parents, because they saw he was a beautiful child; and they were
not afraid of the king's command.

By faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to be called the
son of Pharaoh's daughter, choosing rather to suffer affliction with
the people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin,
esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasure
in Egypt; for he looked to the reward. (Hebrews 11:23-26)

In Acts 3:22, 23, Moses is revealed as a type of Christ:

For Moses truly said to the fathers, “The Lord your God will raise
up for you a Prophet like me from your brethren.

Him you shall hear in all things, whatever He says to you. And it
shall be that every soul who will not hear that Prophet shall be
utterly destroyed from among the people.”

The following points of analogy between Moses and Christ are evident:

1) Both Moses and Jesus were born at a time when the kings had
commanded that the male children of Israel be put to death.

2) Moses was first rejected by his own brethren at his first coming.
Jesus was also rejected by His brethren at His first appearing.
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3) When Moses life was at risk, he arose on the third day and fled to a far
country. When Jesus life was at risk, he arose from the dead on the third
day and went into a far country, a heavenly country.

4) While Moses settled in a far country, he married a Gentile bride,
Zipporah. While Christ is in heaven, He is taking out of the Gentiles a
people for His name (Acts 15:14). On the 7" Day, Christ will settle in the
heavenly country and be married to His bride (the Church).

5) The trials of the children of Israel became so severe in the wilderness
during Moses' absence that they cried out to the Lord. The suffering of the
children of Israel will become so severe during the Tribulation during
Christ's absence that they will come to call upon the Lord.

6) God heard the cry of Israel, His firstborn son, and prepared to send
Moses back to deliver them from bondage and persecution under the
Assyrian Pharaoh. Likewise, God will hear the cry of the nation of Israel
during the future Great Tribulation and prepare to send Christ back to
deliver them from bondage and persecution under the Assyrian Antichrist.
(Isaiah 7:17; Micah 5:5, 6)

7) Moses' Gentile wife, Zipporah, (a type of the Church) did not have any
part in the sufferings of the children of Israel during the Exodus, as she
was sent to be with her father, Jethro (Exodus 18:1, 2—after this passage
she is not mentioned again). Neither will the Church have any part in the
seven year Tribulation while God deals with Israel nor will the Church
return with Christ at the end of the Tribulation to war against the Gentile
nations.

The accounts in the Books of Moses apply directly to Israel; however the
Church has been given these accounts as an example when covering the
journey of the Israelites from Egypt to the Land of Canaan (1 Corinthians
10:11). This dual message delivered to Israel and the Church has to do
with one thing —redemption. It has to do with deliverance “out of the
affliction and bondage of Egypt” (a type of the world) and deliverance
unto “a land flowing with milk and honey” (a type of the kingdom).

Israel, under Moses, was delivered from Egypt after God had completed
His ten judgments upon Egypt. After Moses returned from Median, after
the ten plagues, after Israel’s appropriation of the blood of the paschal
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lambs, and right before the complete destruction of power in Egypt, then
Israel was restored.

In the antitype, Israel in the near future, will once again be delivered from
their dispersion amongst the Gentile nations (out of the affliction and
bondage of the world) and be delivered unto their land, the earthly
kingdom. After the Tribulation, after Christ returns from heaven, after
Israel has appropriated the blood of the paschal lamb (belief in the Lord)
and has been judged, and immediately before the complete destruction of
Gentile world power, then Israel will be restored.

During the Tribulation on earth, the Church is not in view. They will have
been raptured to the heavens previous to God’s dealings with Israel and
the Gentile nations. And when Christ returns the second time to deliver
the children of Israel out from the Gentile nations, the Church will not
accompany Him. We see this when Moses returned to deliver the children
of Israel out of Egypt, his Gentile bride Zipporah did not accompany him,
as she was sent to her father. After Moses delivered Israel, he was
reunited with his new, faithful bride, and so will our Lord be reunited with
His newly chosen bride after He has dealt with Israel.

After Israel placed the blood of the paschal lambs over the doorposts
showing their belief in the Lord, their “three days’ journey” out of Egypt
to the land of Canaan began.

The Lord God of the Hebrews has met with us; and now, please, let

us go three days’ journey into the wilderness, that we may sacrifice
to the Lord our God. (Exodus 3:18)

This account symbolizes the beginning of a Christian’s three days’ journey
immediately after he places his belief in the Lord Jesus Christ. And just as
we saw with Israel, this “three days’ journey” that we need to make
requires a lifestyle of self-sacrifice implemented day by day, looking for
the rest out ahead of us. The three days’ journey requires a two day period
of choosing to crucify our flesh, which would enable us to function in that
symbolized by the third day, the resurrection power of the spirit. In the
third day, at the end of our journey, a rest is in view. Those who have
been faithfully obedient to this calling will find themselves resurrected to
a position of power with Christ in His heavenly kingdom.
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The events with Israel during their passage through the Red Sea and the
wilderness are examples for Christians, as 1 Corinthians 10:11 makes
clear:

Now all these things happened to them as examples, and they were
written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages have
come.

The crossing of the Red Sea typifies the place where the dead are to be
buried and is the place occupied by the Gentile nations (“Sea” in Scripture
usually means “Gentiles”). This experience is a picture of baptism — first
as a burial, following a removal from the waters representing a
resurrection.

Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death,
that just as Christ was raised form the dead by the glory of the
Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. (Romans
6:4)

A Christian’s baptism therefore symbolizes his commitment in putting to
death his flesh, i.e., “the old man” and walking according to the Spirit, i.e.,
“the new man in Christ.” This journey lasts throughout the duration of a
Christian’s lifetime. We will realize that our first birth, that which is born
of the flesh (our sin nature) is connected to this world and therefore to the
god of this world, Satan, putting it in opposition to the things of God.
Therefore, nothing connected with our first birth will have any inheritance
in the kingdom of the heavens.

Israel’s journey through the wilderness under Moses involved trials and
testing. God allowed Israel to be tested for forty years to determine their
faithfulness. Christians are being tested with trials and tribulation to
determine their faithfulness as well. Our faithfulness or unfaithfulness is
determined on whether we are being mindful of the things of God or if we
are being mindful of the things of men (the flesh) and the world. We can
see this matter with regards to Israel. God provided Israel all that was
necessary for food on their journey to the Promised Land — the Manna
from heaven. But Israel grew tired of it, longing instead for the
cucumbers and the melons they ate in Egypt. They were being mindful of
the things of men and of the world and not of God.
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We remember the fish we ate freely in Egypt, the cucumbers, the
melons, the leeks, the onions and the garlic; but now our whole
being is dried up; there is nothing at all except this manna before
our eyes!...

Then Moses heard the people weeping throughout their families,
everyone at the door of his tent; and the anger of the Lord was
greatly aroused; Moses also was displeased. (Numbers 11:6-10)

Rejecting the Bread of Life that came down from heaven, preferring to eat
what they were given in Egypt and forgetting that they were in bondage
there, Israel was actually rejecting God.

Their continued disobedience finally led to their overthrow in the
wilderness following their actions at Kadesh-Barnea. Likewise, Christians
have been given the opportunity to choose whether they will be mindful of
the things of God and not of men or of the world; whether they will desire
what God has given them — the Bread of Life — to sustain them in their
journey to the kingdom.

Then Jesus said to them, “Most assuredly, | say to you, unless you
eat the flesh of the Son of Man [referring to His Word] and drink
His blood [referring to His Spirit], you have no life in you...

This is the bread which came down from heaven—not as your
fathers ate the manna, and are dead. He who eats this bread will
live forever.” (John 6:53)

Another example of Israel’s disobedience in the wilderness is during the
time when Moses went up to Mount Sinai to receive the laws of God. The
Israelites looked away, fulfilling the desires of their flesh, because they
perceived that Moses delayed coming down from the mountain. Their
unfaithfulness resulted in the Israelites worship of the gold calf revealing
their apostasy towards God.

Now when the people saw that Moses delayed coming down from
the mountain, the people gathered together to Aaron, and said to
him, “Come, make us gods that shall go before us, for as for this
Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do
not know what has become of him.” (Exodus 32:1)
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The expression, “This Moses,” is spoken of in demeaning tones, reflecting
Israel’s turn against him. They did not wait on God, that is, they did not
continue their hope in Him. Tragically, they abandoned the living God for
a false god at the very time that God was reaching out to them. It is the
very exact thing that Christians do when they focus on the things of this
world as oppose to the things of God. When they seek their fleshly desires
first, they are making that their god, committing idolatry against the Lord.
Christ had prophesied this in the parable of the faithful and evil servant in
Matthew 24:48, 49 when He said,

But if that evil servant says in his heart, “My master is delaying his
coming,” and begins to beat his fellow servants, and to eat and
drink with the drunkards ...

Again we see this in 2 Peter 3:3:

...knowing this first: that scoffers will come in the last days,
walking according to their own lusts, and saying, “Where is the
promise of His coming?”

Because of their continued disobedience, Israel faced their impending
judgment in the desert. And just as it happened to Israel, so it will be with
unfaithful Christians when they stand in judgment before the Lord.

Moses chose to suffer the indignities associated with God’s people,
instead of embracing the worldly pleasures of Pharaoh’s kingdom. Christ
Himself chose to suffer for the world in order that God’s will be done.
Christians are to model Christ, which means choosing to suffer for doing
God’s will. And like Moses and Christ, who obtained a good testimony
through faith, we also are to move forward with faithful endurance having
the hope of reward.

And all these, having obtained a good testimony through faith, did
not receive the promise, God having provided something better for
us, that they should not be made perfect apart from us. (Hebrews
11:39, 40)
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Example 11) Joshua
Numbers 27:12

Before Moses' death, God asked him to go up to Mount Abarim to see the
Promised Land which He had given to the children of Israel, but not to
enter. Moses had one request. He asked God to appoint a successor to
guide the children of Israel into the land flowing with milk and honey.

Then Moses spoke to the Lord saying: "Let the Lord, the God of
the spirits of all flesh, set a man over the congregation, who may
go out before them and go in before them, who may lead them out
and bring them in, that the congregation of the Lord may not be
like sheep which have no shepherd.” (Numbers 27:15-17)

There were two candidates who were considered to succeed Moses and
lead the nation of Israel: Joshua and Caleb. God chose Joshua, because he
was full of the Holy Spirit.

And the Lord said to Moses: "Take Joshua the son of Nun with
you, a man in whom is the Spirit, and lay your hand on him; set
him before Eleazar the priest and before all the congregation, and
inaugurate him in their sight. And you shall give some of your
authority to him, that all the congregation of the children of Israel
may be obedient. He shall stand before Eleazar the priest, who
shall inquire before the Lord for him by the judgment of the Urim.

At his word they shall go out, at his word they shall come in, he
and all the children of Israel with him--all the congregation.”
So Moses did as the Lord commanded him. He took Joshua and
set him before Eleazar the priest and before all the congregation.
And he laid his hands on him and inaugurated him, just as the
Lord commanded by the hand of Moses. (Numbers 27:18-23)

Are not all believers in God filled with the Holy Spirit? The moment one
believes in the Lord Jesus Christ as the Messiah, his spirit is made alive by
the Holy Spirit, Who dwells in him. However, the believer now has a
choice whether he will allow the Holy Spirit to guide him into all Truth, or
whether he will do nothing with the gift of the Holy Spirit, continuing to
live a carnal life. God knew Joshua's heart and chose him to lead the
children of Israel into the land of Canaan. Joshua had allowed the Holy
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Spirit to work through him providing him the wisdom and guidance he
needed to lead the people of Israel. The name “Joshua” (Hebrew
Jehoshua) is an Anglicized form of the Hebrew name for “Jesus” (Greek
lesous). Joshua produced the fruit of the Spirit. Moreover, Joshua was an
Israelite, from the tribe of Ephraim through Joseph, and had great faith.
Caleb also possessed great faith in God, but was not an Israelite. He was a
descendent from Esau through Kenaz (Genesis 15:19), a Kenizzite. But
Caleb's wholehearted devotion to God was never in question, even in the
wilderness, he wholly followed the Lord (Joshua 14:8); therefore, he
inherited the land that he requested.

Joshua had been Moses assistant for many years and was taught by Moses.
With this preparation, he led Israel in much of the same way as Moses did.
Both were leaders of the nation of Israel and both were Israelites. In
comparing their leadership, both were reared in Egypt and became leaders
at around the age of eighty years old. Both led the people of Israel, one
through the Red Sea and the other through the Jordan River. Both
delivered a farewell address to the people of Israel and were called "the
servant of the Lord." God's presence appeared both to Moses at the
burning bush in Exodus 3:5, then again in Exodus 33:12 and to Joshua
before the destruction of Jericho in Joshua 5:13. Both were commanded
to take off their sandals before His presence. With Joshua, the Man
identified Himself as "the Commander of the Army of the Lord." This
could be no other than Jesus Himself, for God's face became visible to
human eyes only in the Man Jesus as John 1:18 indicates,

No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in
the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him.

But He said, “You cannot see My face; for no man shall see Me,
and live." (Exodus 33:20)

For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face. Now I
know in part, but then I shall know just as I also am known. (1
Corinthians 13:12)

As believers behold the glory of God in the Word of God, the Spirit
transforms them into the likeness of Jesus Christ, and in the age to come,
they will see God.
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In Matthew 5:8, Jesus proclaims,
"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God."

The believer's hope today should be to see the Lord face to face. Although
neither Moses nor any other human being was previously able to do so,
there will come a time when all believers will be able to see God face to
face!

They shall see His face, and His name shall be on their foreheads.
There shall be no night there. They need no lamp nor light of the
sun, for the Lord God gives them light. And they shall reign forever
and ever. (Revelation 22:3-5)

Both in the account of the Israelites under Moses at Kadesh-Barnea, and
again thirty-eight years later under Joshua after the Israelites had crossed
the Jordan River, the principle of faith and works is presented. The
Israelites, in both instances, were to go into the land and drive out every
inhabitant (Deuteronomy 7:11ff). They were to go into the land and
possess it, believing that God would deliver the inhabitants (Nephilim)
over to them (Deuteronomy 7:23, 24).

Though the Israelites would be slaying the enemy, acting by faith in God,
the Lord would actually be slaying the enemy. The Lord would act ahead
of them and deliver the enemies into their hands. However, under Moses
at Kadesh-Barnea, failure to exercise faith in the Lord is seen. Twelve
spies had been sent into the land to spy it out and bring back a report
concerning the land and the inhabitants of the land, a land flowing with
milk and honey that God would give them, even though the land was
inhabited by the Nephilim, a people of gigantic stature.

Two of the spies, Caleb and Joshua, rendered a positive report concerning
entering the land (Numbers 13:30). But the other ten spies followed with
a negative and false report concerning entering the land (Numbers 13:31).
The Israelites believed the false report of the ten spies and began to
complain against Moses. They sought to appoint a new leader and return
to Egypt (Numbers 14:1-4). Because of this, the Israelites fell away at
Kadesh-Barnea. Israel committed a sin with which there was no
repentance. And because this sin dealt with the land that God had
covenanted to them, God was not going to change His mind.
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The very next day, the nation of Israel under Moses repented (changed
their minds) and sought to enter the land and defeat the enemy. But God
did not repent, for He had to stay true to His word. At this point in the
account, God was no longer among them with respect to taking the land.
God would no longer act before them and deliver the enemy into their
hands. As a result, the Israelites attempting to defeat the enemy the next
day were themselves defeated and driven back. Their actions were their
own, not the Lord’s (Numbers 14:40-45). Their actions were not done in
faith, according to that which the Lord had commanded.

For the next thirty-eight years, the entire generation of Israelites twenty
years old and above, except Caleb and Joshua, died in the wilderness.
Then, under Joshua, the Israelites were again to return and take possession
of the land. This time the Israelites acted by faith in God, trusting that the
Lord would deliver the enemy into their hands. After crossing the Jordan
River, the first battle involved the destruction of Jericho. And the
Israelites, believing God, experienced victory (Joshua 6:1ff). The Lord
gave the victory. The battle is the Lord’s.

Two million Jews were led out of Egypt, but only two were found worthy
to enter the land of Canaan. Joshua and Caleb obeyed all that God had
commanded them to do. They completed the journey and were able to
cross over and inherit the land. The Word confirms that Christians will
also inherit the kingdom of heaven if they obey all that God has
commanded.

Example 12) Rahab
Joshua 2:1

By faith the harlot Rahab did not perish with those who did not
believe, when she had received the spies with peace. (Hebrews
11:31)

Rahab lived in Jericho, in the land of Canaan, a land that was devoted to
the worship of the god, Baal. Within this cult, base sex worship was
prevalent and religious prostitution even commanded as an act of
supposed union with Baal, Asherath and other pagan deities (descendants
of the Nephilims) under whose leader is Satan. Hence, could be why
Rahab was a Canaanite prostitute. Human sacrifice was common in this
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satanic occult and it was a frequent practice in an effort to placate their
gods — to burn children alive. This is why Joshua cursed any attempts at
re-building Jericho after its destruction:

Then Joshua charged them at that time, saying, “Cursed be the
man before the Lord who rises up and builds this city Jericho; he
shall lay its foundation with his first-born, and with his younger he
shall set up its gates.” (Joshua 6:26)

Joshua’s curse found a dramatic fulfillment many centuries later when
Hiel of Bethel laid its foundation and rebuilt Jericho’s gates at the cost of
his children’s death, seen in 1 Kings 16:34,

In his days Hiel of Bethel built Jericho. He laid its foundation with
Abiram his firstborn, and with his youngest son Segub he set up its
gates, according to the word of the Lord, which He had spoken
through Joshua the son of Nun.

Rahab lived in the midst of this evil and immoral community. When the
spies of Israel came to scout the city of Canaan, Rahab hid them from the
king of Jericho to protect them. She and her family had heard of the God
of Israel and how He had led the Israelites out of Egypt to give them the
land of Canaan (Joshua 2:8-10). Her great faith and fear in God was
pleasing to Him therefore He saved her and her family from death. Her
actions made her part of God's people, ultimately placing her in the line of
ancestry to David. As a result of her act of faith in the Lord, she later was
honored by God with becoming a mother in the line of Jesus (Matthew
1:5).

By hiding the spies, Rahab assisted Israel with the conquest of Canaan, a
task that God had blessed so that Israel could inherit the land. Rahab and
her family believed in God and His plan for Israel, therefore she was given
salvation. Before God destroyed the city of Jericho, Rahab and her family
were taken out safely and given the land as an inheritance.

Rahab spoke to the spies, saying,

“And as soon as we heard these things, our hearts melted, neither
did there remain any more courage in anyone because of you, for
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the Lord your God, He is God in heaven above and on earth
beneath.

Now therefore, | beg you, swear to me by the Lord, since | have
shown you kindness, that you also will show kindness to my
father's house, and give me a true token, and spare my father, my
mother, my brothers, my sisters, and all that they have, and deliver
our lives from death.” (Joshua 2:11-13)

Rahab was to bring her family to her house and place a scarlet cord to
hang out the window. Before God delivered the land of Jericho into the
hands of Joshua (Israel) and destroyed the city, the spies went in, saw the
scarlet cord outside of Rahab’s window and delivered her and her family
out of the city.

And the young men who had been spies went in and brought out
Rahab, her father, her mother, her brothers, and all that she had.
So they brought out all her relatives and left them outside the camp
of Israel. But they burned the city and all that was in it with fire.
Only the silver and gold, and the vessels of bronze and iron, they
put into the treasury of the house of the Lord. And Joshua spared
Rahab the harlot, her father's household, and all that she had. So
she dwells in Israel to this day, because she hid the messengers
whom Joshua sent to spy out Jericho. (Joshua 6:23-25)

Rahab, a Gentile, is a type of saved Gentile during the Great Tribulation,
acting in the realm of faith. And like Rahab, those who act by faith in God
will be rewarded as heirs to the kingdom of heaven. The story of Rahab
provides us with a picture of the events that will take place with respect to
a considerable number of saved Gentiles during the last three and a half
years of the Tribulation, years that lead into the total destruction of Gentile
world power. Rahab represents those saved Gentiles who act by faith
during this period of unparalleled persecution.

Rahab’s confession of faith in the living God and her good works of
receiving the spies with peace brought about her transformation from a
Gentile prostitute living in sin to a believer living by faith. And because
of her faith in God and her blessings to Israel, Rahab received salvation
and the inheritance.
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It is also of importance to note the timing God set for the destruction of
Jericho and how it relates to the timing of the coming Tribulation.

And the Lord said to Joshua: "See! | have given Jericho into your
hand, its king, and the mighty men of valor. You shall march
around the city, all you men of war; you shall go all around the
city once.

This you shall do six days. And seven priests shall bear seven
trumpets of rams' horns before the ark. But the seventh day you
shall march around the city seven times, and the priests shall blow
the trumpets.

It shall come to pass, when they make a long blast with the ram's
horn, and when you hear the sound of the trumpet, that all the
people shall shout with a great shout; then the wall of the city will
fall down flat. And the people shall go up every man straight
before him."  (Joshua 6:2-5)

Joshua did as the Lord commanded, waiting until the seventh day to blow
the trumpets and attack the city:

But it came to pass on the seventh day that they rose early, about
the dawning of the day, and marched around the city seven times
in the same manner. On that day only they marched around the
city seven times. And on the seventh time it happened, when the
priests blew the trumpets, that Joshua said to the people: "Shout,
for the Lord has given you the city!” (Joshua 6:15, 16)

The events that took place with the destruction of Jericho portray a word-
picture of that which will occur at the end of this age. For six days (six
thousand years), God has been preparing for Christ's kingdom, to conquer
the Gentile nations and the devil, and to make Christ Jesus King over the
earth. On the seventh day (seventh one thousandth year), an angel will
blow the seventh trumpet marking the end of the seven years of
Tribulation and the beginning of Christ’s kingdom, with triads of angels
proclaiming, the kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our
Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever! (Revelation
11:15c¢, d)
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The future rebuilt Babylon along with all Gentile world kingdoms of this
age will be brought down, referred to as Babylon's fall (Revelation 18:1-
24); and this will be the case for Jerusalem as well because of their
association with “Babylon.”

Ancient Babylon was the proverbial seat of apostasy and idolatry. It was
the principal city of ancient paganism. And it was there that the people,
under Nimrod (meaning “rebel” ruler, a “mighty one on the earth,” i.e.
Nephilim), began to build the Tower of Babel for the purpose of forming a
new world order. But Babylon became a site of confusion because there
the Lord confused the language and scattered the people, as they wanted to
glorify themselves and do their own will. Therefore, Babel or Babylon
serves as a name and symbol in the Bible for activities directed against
God by the nations of the earth. At the end of this age, God will once
again find the nations under these conditions. You do not have to look
hard to see that we are living in a type of Babylon today.

And like Rahab, those individuals coming out of the Gentile nations who
place their faith in the Lord during the Tribulation and endure “until the
end” will be found worthy to receive the inheritance in the age to come.
We see this pictured in Matthew 25:31-46 in the judgment of the Gentile
nations. A judgment of these saved individuals who come out of the
Tribulation alive, as with those slain in Revelation 20:4-6, occurs when
Christ returns. And, during this judgment of saved Gentiles, the faithful
will be allowed to enter the kingdom, but the unfaithful will be turned
away.

Rahab's actions demonstrated great courage and faith in God while in the
midst of a Babylon-like city (Jericho) whose people were against God.
Today, the nations of the world are representative of Babylon, with its
selfish ambitions, pride and arrogance, the love of money and material
consumption — all of which have become the people's god. World
leaders today are no different than the men of ancient Babylon, carousing
during the day, worshiping false gods at night, and conspiring together to
form a new world order without the leadership of God. These leaders are
under the rule of Satan and his seed, men who came from the lineage of
the “Giants” or “Nephilims,” (born from the fallen angels who had
relations with the daughters of men). They have the money and power to
control governments and people around the world. They have drawn the
majority of the population through the deceitfulness of television, radio,
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and the internet, having been blinded by Satan through the lusts of the
world. Christ prophesied saying,

“Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will He really find the
faith on the earth?" (Luke 18:8)

Jesus' question in Luke 18:8 denotes a negative answer, for He knows that
He will not find the faith on the earth when He returns. The prophecies
written in the Word have told us that in the end times the love of many
will grow cold for Christ and very few will be looking for Him. Do we
see this today? Most assuredly, yes. Though Christians will be removed
from the earth to heaven before the Tribulation begins, in order to obtain
Millennial life in God’s heavenly land, Christians must follow Rahab's
example by being faithfully obedient to the Lord in hope and fear,
awaiting Christ’s return and the establishment of His kingdom.

Example 13) Ruth

After Joshua's death, the nation of Israel fell into disobedience; they did
not follow God's command to complete the conquest of the land. The
altars of the Canaanites (Nephilim) remained and the Israelites dwelt
among them, something that the Lord told them not to do. Because of
this, the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord, and served the
Baals (Judges 2:11-15). Therefore, God sold them into the hands of their
enemies. Despite Israel's apostasy, God provided deliverers, the judges,
when Israel cried out for help. The Book of Ruth takes place during the
times of the judges --- a period filled with extreme spiritual and moral
decay in Israel.

The story of Ruth is one of the most inspiring stories in the Word. Ruth
was a Gentile who married into a Jewish family. Ruth’s mother-in-law,
Naomi, was an Israelite from Bethlehem and had moved to Moab when
the famine struck. But after Naomi's husband and two sons died
(signifying Israel’s death, set aside as a nation), she told her two daughter-
in-laws, Ruth and Orpah, that she would return to her land in Bethlehem
for she had heard that there was bread there.

It was during this time that Ruth and Orpah were given the choice to go
from the land of their birth to the land of their calling. For Christians, it is
understanding the goal of their spirit salvation — to journey to that
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heavenly calling of the kingdom. Therefore, they both chose to journey to
Bethlehem with her. But in the course of their journey, Naomi insisted
that they go back to Moab, each at their mother's house as she could no
longer provide husbands for them. In the antitype, Christians also have
been told in the Word of God that the journey to the salvation of their soul
is not an easy road, but one filled with trials and suffering. Orpah chose to
return to Moab, but Ruth was determined to go with Naomi and follow her
beliefs and her people to Bethlehem.

Ruth said, “Entreat me not to leave you, Or to turn back from
following after you;

For wherever you go, | will go; And wherever you lodge, 1 will
lodge;

Your people shall be my people, and your God, my God. Where
you die, I will die, and there will I be buried.

The Lord do so to me, and more also, If anything but death parts
you and me." (Ruth 1:16)

The Book of Ruth provides a complete word-picture of the Church and
the journey to the Millennial kingdom. It begins with our new birth, the
salvation of the spirit, pictured when Ruth and her sister-in-law Orpah
became members of a Jewish family by marriage. The moment of our
new birth, we, Christians, become part of a Jewish family as a result of
Christ’s death and shed blood, as we see in Galatians 3:29,

And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs
according to the promise.

The death of Elimelech and his two sons picture the end of the Theocracy
and Israel’s setting aside due to their disobedience and unbelief pertaining
to Christ and the offer and re-offer of the Kingdom.

The mother-in-law, Naomi, who is a type of the nation of Israel, also
represents that which came through the nation — the Scriptures.
Following Ruth and Orpah’s marriage to her sons (their new birth), Naomi
informs them of the land of their calling. Likewise, after an individual has
believed in the Lord and his spirit has been made alive, he must have a
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proper understanding of the goal of his spirit salvation, knowing as to why
he is to reach the heavenly land. Following their new birth, Ruth and
Orpah chose to believe in the Word of the kingdom and journey with
Naomi. Ruth faithfully wanted to continue the journey with Naomi to the
end. But Orpah fell back when she decided to return to her land in Moab,
a type of the world.

This typifies two types of Christians --- faithful and unfaithful (carnal).
One will overcome and the other will be overcome. One will finish the
race, the other will not. One will possess salvation of the soul and the
other will lose their soul in the age to come. The story of Ruth is very
similar to that of Abraham, in that both had forsaken their family and
homeland in response to following God's calling. Both were called out of
their country to go to a land that God would show them.

The story continues now solely with Ruth, a new believer in the faith, to
teach us the path of overcoming and reaching our goal. It is so important
that Christians, after they have received Christ, be told why they have
been saved, for what purpose, and be given instructions on their spiritual
journey so that they may overcome and finish the race to the kingdom.
Ruth understood what it meant to travel to a foreign land, for Naomi had
told her that God was there giving bread to all. Likewise, Christians must
know the reason for the journey -- to receive the Bread of Life and glory.

How can a new believer successfully make the journey to a foreign land, a
heavenly land, if he does not know why he has been saved? In addition,
how can he overcome the world, the flesh and the devil if he has no belt of
truth — no armor of God? Satan attacks Christians from the moment they
are saved because they are a threat to his rulership position, and more so to
those Christians who are mature, those who have the knowledge of the
kingdom and seek to gain the inheritance. This is evident in Scripture
when Satan attacked Jesus right after He was baptized by John the Baptist:

When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the
water; and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw
the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting upon Him.

And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, "This is My
beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased. "Then Jesus was led up
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by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.
(Matthew 3:16-4:1)

Even Jesus, when He was tempted by the devil, did not revile back but
used the sword of the Spirit (the Word of God) to resist him, acting in
obedience to God’s commands. Likewise, Christians are to be strong in
the Lord, by and through the study of His Word and act in accordance to
His commands. This is how Christians can successfully make the journey
to the heavenly kingdom.

When Naomi and Ruth arrived in Bethlehem at the beginning of barley
harvest, Ruth notices Boaz and seeks to work in his field. As Ruth gleans
in the field, Boaz notices her. To glean means to “gather up” and the field
references “a land.” Therefore, Ruth was being fruitful for Boaz (a type of
Christ) in his land. When Boaz noticed this, he gave her these
instructions:

Then Boaz said to Ruth, "You will listen, my daughter, will you
not? Do not go to glean in another field, nor go from here, but
stay close by my young women. Let your eyes be on the field which
they reap, and go after them." (Ruth 2:8, 9)

1) He told her not to glean in another field,

2) He told her not to leave from there,

3) He told her to stay close by his young women

4) He told her to keep her eyes on the field which they reap
5) He told her to follow them.

Ruth did as Boaz commanded. She worked in Boaz’s field from morning
to evening, showing a complete period of time. For Christians, this would
represent the time covered from the moment of their new birth to the time
of their physical death or rapture. Christians, immediately after their new
birth, are to work in the part of the field that belongs to Christ. In order to
qualify as Christ's bride, Christians also are to be fruitful through the Spirit
in preparation for Christ's kingdom and to stay close with His group, who
are believers of “the faith,” looking for the blessed hope and glorious
appearing of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

If we associate ourselves with others outside of the family of faithful
believers, then we will be tempted to fall away from the Word and from
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the goal of our calling. We are to work or produce fruit for the kingdom,
allowing the Spirit to work through us. The “works” that we are to do
relates to being faithfully obedient to the Word of God and is the same as
“walking in the Spirit” or “walking in the light” and not the flesh. Works
of the flesh are never pleasing to the Lord, as these works do not glorify
God but only glorify man; they are not done according to His will.

Ruth was to keep her eyes focused on Boaz’s land. Likewise, the Word of
God says Christians are to keep their eyes focused on His land, the
heavenly land, and to go after this, working to receive the full reward of
the heavenly kingdom.

Look to yourselves, that we do not lose those things we worked for,
but that we may receive a full reward. (2 John 8)

Ruth fell to the floor and asked Boaz why he had accepted her, since she
was a foreigner. Ruth was not an Israelite, but a Moabite. But Boaz
reassured her that she was no longer a foreigner, but belonging to the same
family as Israel and Israel's God. Likewise, Christ's death and shed blood
made possible the creation of the "new man in Christ." And since Christ
is Abraham's seed, Christians also become Abraham's seed and therefore
all part of the same family of God, having access to the inheritance.

Boaz explained that he favored her because of her blessings and loyalty to
Naomi, a type of Israel and the Scriptures, and because by faith in God she
had left her home and family to go with Naomi to a strange land.

And Boaz answered and said to her, "It has been fully reported to
me, all that you have done for your mother-in-law since the death
of your husband, and how you have left your father and your
mother and the land of your birth, and have come to a people
whom you did not know before. The Lord repay your work, and a
full reward be given you by the Lord God of Israel, under whose
wings you have come for refuge.” (Ruth 2:11, 12)

Likewise, Christians who leave all to follow Christ will receive a full
reward as we see in Matthew 19:29,
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And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father
or mother or wife or children or lands, for My name’s sake, shall
receive a hundredfold, and inherit eternal [age-lasting] life.

Within the OIld Testament, God provides examples that may have
secondary applications to its teachings. For instance, in Ruth 2:11, 12,
Ruth left all to follow Naomi, a type of Israel. Ruth was obedient to God's
covenant to Abraham when He said, "I will bless those who bless you, and
curse those who curse you” (Genesis 2:3). Ruth blessed Naomi, a type of
Israel, and dwelt with her even after they entered Bethlehem. Why bless
Israel? Because Israel was given the promises, the Word of God, and
from them came the Messiah, and they in turn will be Jehovah's witnesses
to the ends of the earth. The Gentiles have been 'grafted in' among the
Jews; and if any Gentile bears any fruit at all to the glory of God, it is
because it came first from the Jewish roots and out through the Gentile
branch (Romans 11:16-25) .

In your seed (Israel) all the nations of the earth shall be blessed,
because you have obeyed My voice. (Genesis 22:18)

Only by the blessings of Israel will all the other nations be blessed. God
has called both Jesus and lIsrael His firstborn, One begotten and one
adopted. And through Christ, the Church is also His firstborn through
adoption (a positional standing which will be realized yet future).
Jesus as Firstborn:
For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to
the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many
brethren. (Romans 8:29)
Israel as firstborn:

Thus says the Lord, "Israel is My son, My firstborn." (Exodus
4:22)

Church as firstborn:

But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living
God, the heavenly Jerusalem, to an innumerable company of
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angels, to the general assembly and church of the firstborn who
are registered in heaven, to God the Judge of all, to the spirits
of just men made perfect, to Jesus the Mediator of the new
covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling that speaks better things
than that of Abel. (Hebrews 12:22-24)

Therefore, all three: Jesus, Israel and the Church are God's firstborn Sons.
The Christian, through Christ, acquires a family relationship with Israel.
God recognizes the Christian as a wild olive tree that was grafted in to the
good olive tree (Israel). Naomi, in this case, gave Ruth instructions just as
the Jewish prophets gave instructions to the Gentiles by and through the
Word of God. Israel is the nation God called to be witnesses to the
Gentiles. And Ruth obeyed all that she said. Naomi instructed her on
sanctification, to prepare herself for Boaz, a type of Christ. Another
example to show that Naomi was a type of Israel is when she mentioned to
Ruth that Boaz was a close relative of hers. Scripture calls God the
Redeemer (“close relative”) of Israel in Isaiah 60:16 and Jesus the
Redeemer of all believers in 1 Peter 1:18, 19. Therefore, Boaz (a type of
Christ) was a close relative of Naomi (a type of Israel and the Scriptures).
Ruth clung to Naomi; and Christians must also cling to the Scriptures in
order to be properly prepared for Christ.

The first application of Naomi as a type of Israel is presented with Ruth
(Christians) blessing Israel and hearing the prophets. The second
application of Naomi as a type of the Scriptures is presented with Ruth
(Christians) allowing the Holy Spirit to lead and hearing the Scriptures.

Ruth, at this point in the type, has worked in Boaz’s field throughout the
time of the harvest. She was allowed to bring forth fruit in relation to the
kingdom, allowed to glean a provided harvest in the field. Yet, she waited
upon the Lord of the harvest to supply the grain (individuals), and at the
same time, she kept her eyes on the field while walking in the Spirit
(dying to flesh) and patiently enduring trials. After Ruth had gleaned in
the field throughout the day, she “beat out what she had gleaned,” leaving
about an “ephah of barley” (Ruth 2:17). After gathering the grain left for
her, she worked with that which she had gleaned, removing the grain from
the stalk until the valuable part alone remained.

And so it is with Christians today. They are not to confine themselves to
just one part of their servitude to Christ in the field (the land, the world).
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In other words, they are not to cease their work following the message of
salvation by grace through faith. Rather, once a person has been saved,
they are then to proclaim the message surrounding the gospel of the
glories of Christ. They are to continue this work until individuals have
been brought from immaturity to maturity, until they have been brought to
maturity in the Word of the kingdom.

So Ruth chapter two, dealing with the harvest, covers one part of the
picture of the Christian working in the field. The beginning of chapter
three deals with preparation for meeting the Lord on His threshing floor at
the end of the harvest, and covers another inseparably related part of the
picture --- together having to do with an inheritance in another land.

Naomi proceeded to instruct Ruth on how to prepare herself for meeting
Boaz at the threshing floor at the end of the harvest, to show that she
wanted to be his bride. This typifies Christians preparing themselves in
this life for the end of the age, when they will stand before Christ at His
judgment seat showing their works for the qualification as His bride.

Then Naomi her mother-in-law said to her, "My daughter, shall |
not seek rest for you, that it may be well with you? Now Boaz,
whose young women you were with, is he not our relative? In fact,
he is winnowing barley tonight at the threshing floor. Therefore
wash yourself and anoint yourself, put on your best garment and
go down to the threshing floor....” (Ruth 3:1-3)

Ruth chose to be faithfully obedient to Naomi’s instructions:

And she said to her, ™ All that you say to me | will do.” (Ruth
3:5)

Ruth truly was an overcomer. She represents faithful Christians who have
made the choice to abide in God’s word and who say, "All that you say to
me | will do."

Christians are to be preparing as Ruth did. It is evident that the Book of
Ruth typifies the Church from the beginning to the end. The “rest” that
Naomi refers to signifies the “Sabbath Rest” or the “7th Day,” the
“Millennial Kingdom,” as seen in Hebrews 4:1:
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Therefore, since a promise remains of entering His rest, let us fear
lest any of your seem to come short of it.

Preparation for meeting Christ at His judgment seat is presented in Ruth
3:3 when Naomi instructs Ruth to do three things: wash thyself...anoint
thyself...put on thy best garment.

WASH THYSELF:

Washings were part of the Mosaic Law performed by the Levitical priests,
priests from the tribe of Levi. A one-time initial washing of the complete
body was done. Because they possessed a sin nature and ministered under
these conditions, the need for continual partial washings of the hands and
feet were necessary. And the same process was done again when Jesus
washed the disciple's feet at the Last Supper, in order to cleanse them and
prepare them for the kingdom. And Christ, who died for our sins and
thoroughly cleansed us from all unrighteousness, is in heaven acting as
Mediator for us, as our High Priest according to the order of Aaron.
Christ's present ministry is for the "one new man in Christ;" for the saved
and not the unsaved. Christians received a complete washing at the time
they were saved, based on Christ’s past work at Calvary. Then, Christians
must be washed daily, through Christ, from all unrighteousness. In other
words, they must confess their sins to the Lord so that He will forgive
them of their sins and cleanse them. This is part of their preparation.
And, apart from these continual partial washings, Christians can have no
part with Christ in His future kingdom (John 13:8, 10; cf Isaiah 1:16-20).

But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship

with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses
us from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness."” (1 John 1:7-9)

We find in the Book of 1 John the teachings of washing or cleansing
oneself through confession of sin in order to have a relationship with
Christ and ultimately to have a part with Him in the kingdom. And if we
say we do not sin, then we are not speaking the truth, as the Word so
testifies:
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If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His
word is not in us. (1 John 1:10)

The Word says that everyone sins, as all are born with a sin nature:

And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins....
(Ephesians 2:1)

Not until we have overcome and have received our glorified bodies in the
Millennial kingdom will we be completely without sin. Therefore, we
confess our sins to the Lord and practice putting it away, allowing the
indwelling Holy Spirit to transform us.

ANOINT THYSELF:

The Old Testament prophets used oil to anoint themselves in order for the
Holy Spirit to come upon them. “Oil” in Scripture refers to the Holy
Spirit (1 John 2:20). In the parable of the wise and foolish virgins in
Matthew 25:1-13, all ten virgins had the same amount of oil in their
lamps, but only five of them had an extra supply of oil in their vessels
along with their lamps, qualifying them to be ready for the Lord, the
Bridegroom, and enter the kingdom. The other five virgins did not make
it into the kingdom because they were not prepared. Another important
issue to address is that all ten were "virgins,” meaning all ten were saved.
The moment we were saved, we received the oil, the Holy Spirit,
indwelling in us. However, not all Christians are filled with that extra oil
or Spirit. Only if we allow the Spirit to work through us, to bring us to a
mature understanding of the Word, to teach us all things and lead us into
all truth, will we have that extra filling of the Holy Spirit.

But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My
name, He will teach you all things, and bring your remembrance
all things that I said to you. (John 14:26)

However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you
into all truth, for He will not speak on His own authority, but
whatever He hears (from the Lord) He will speak; and He will tell
you things to come. He will glorify Me (Christ Jesus), for He will
take of what is Mine and declare it to you. All the things that the
Father has are Mine. Therefore | said that He will take of Mine
and declare it to you. (John 16:13-15)
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Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and has anointed us
is God, who also has sealed us and given us the Spirit in our hearts
as a guarantee. (2 Corinthians 1:21)

We therefore have the Spirit in us, but we are not automatically filled with
the Spirit. We have the choice to fill it or not. Just as all Christians have a
heavenly calling, we also have the choice whether we want to be a part of
that calling and make the journey. Spiritual growth unto maturity is
equally related to being filled with the Spirit. This is a requirement for
Christians if they are to be prepared for meeting Christ at His judgment
seat and to qualify as His bride.

PUT ON THY BEST GARMENT:

Naomi was instructing Ruth to be prepared to meet her bridegroom;
therefore a future wedding was in view. And in order for her to be
accepted, she had to put on her wedding garment. Likewise, Christians
must have on their wedding garment before they can be accepted by the
Bridegroom, Christ. This wedding garment is known as "the righteous
acts of the saints,” noted in Revelation 19:7, 8. Being righteous means
"right living," being like Christ, the Light, holy and acceptable to God.

Little children, let no one deceive you. He who practices
righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous. (1 John 3:7)

One can obtain righteousness through practice. Only by knowing Christ
can we be like Him.

Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, "l am the light of the
world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the
light of life." (John 8:12)

As the believer lives by faith, God continues to save him from the power
of sin to live righteously. This is accomplished by first confessing our sin
(washing ourselves), spiritual growth unto maturity; allowing the Holy
Spirit to teach us all things by and through the study of the Word of God
(anointing ourselves) and finally, working daily to live righteously
through faith in Jesus Christ and looking forward to His return and to be
His bride. This also involves faith through trials, tribulations and through
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spiritual warfare. And this daily work is the righteous acts (putting on
the wedding garment) which will be required at His Judgment seat.

Appearing before Christ at His judgment seat without a wedding garment
will result in not entering the wedding festivities and not becoming His
bride. This is presented in the Parable of the Wedding Feast in Matthew
22:1-14:

So he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you come in here without a
wedding garment?' And he was speechless. Then the king said to
the servants, 'Bind him hand and foot, take him away, and cast him
into outer darkness; there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’
"For many are called, but few are chosen."

In the parable of the wedding feast, the king is Jesus Christ who calls the
man, “friend.” Therefore, this man was eternally saved, for Christ would
not call an unsaved individual His friend. Besides that, the man was in
heaven. The unsaved will not be raptured to heaven at Christ’s return.
Because this believer was unprepared, the king declared him unworthy.
This resulted in the believer being sent out of the banquet hall and into
outer darkness (darkness outside of the kingdom). And the man began to
weep and gnash his teeth in deep despair. For many are called to Christ's
wedding, but only those who heed His call and come prepared will be
chosen as His bride.

Clear instructions concerning the necessary preparation have been given in
the Word of God. For those Christians who ignore these instructions,
there are clear warnings for them in the Word which will occur at the end
of this age. Christians who do not believe that these warnings apply to
them have placed a veil over their eyes, have put wax in their ears and as
Paul called the Galatians, are “foolish,” meaning “stupid” in the Greek.
The Day will come when they will find themselves naked and cast out.

After Ruth prepares herself to meet Boaz by washing, anointing, and
putting on her wedding garment, she is to wait until he is done eating and
drinking and he has laid down to rest, then she is to lay down next to him
and wait for him to tell her what to do next. In like manner, Christians,
after they have prepared themselves by washing (confessing of sin),
anointing (seeking the Word to maturity and allowing the Holy Spirit to
teach), and putting on the wedding garment (righteous works done
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according to the Spirit), they are to eagerly hope and wait for the return of
our Lord Jesus Christ, until He has finished building His kingdom and He
is ready to enter into His rest. When that Day of rest has come, they will
be told what to do next, at the Judgment seat of Christ.

Boaz awoke at midnight to see Ruth lying next to him. The word
"midnight” in Scripture usually denotes judgment. So this is when the
beginning of judgment for Ruth would take place, presenting a word-
picture of Christians standing before Christ at His judgment seat. In Ruth
chapter three, Ruth appears before Boaz on his threshing floor, at the end
of the harvest, in a prepared and ready manner. And Ruth can be seen
appearing after Boaz has completed his work. Because of Ruth’s prior
actions, she was now in a position to make her request. Boaz is pleased
with Ruth and tells her that she is blessed by all that she has done for him.
He in turn will reward her and give her all that she has requested. But
first, he had to offer her and the land of her father to a closer relative, due
to the custom in those days. If the closer relative refused to redeem her,
then he would gladly do it. (Ruth 3:12, 13)

Like Ruth, Christians who eagerly wait and are prepared for Christ's return
will also be blessed and rewarded. At His judgment seat, Christ will be
the One worthy to redeem both man and the land. He will take the scroll
(title deed of the earth) from God the Father, who is the closer relative.
An exact occurrence of this is pictured in Revelation chapter five.

Boaz proceeded to redeem Ruth by speaking to the closer relative. He
offered the relative to buy back the land, but he also must redeem Ruth, a
Moabite (Gentile). The relative said he could not, otherwise he would ruin
his own inheritance. So Boaz was the next in line worthy to redeem Ruth
and the land. (Ruth 4:1-8)

Likewise, Jesus Christ takes the scroll from God the Father. God the
Father, the closer relative, gave Christ the authority to redeem both man
and the earth for two reasons:

1) God could not redeem the Church as His wife because Israel is already
God's wife. (Jeremiah 3:1, 14, 20)

2) Christ was found worthy by the shedding of His blood to redeem the
earth and the Church, His wife.



A Life to Overcome m

And just as Boaz and the closer relative had witnesses present, so also
Christ and God will have witnesses present before the throne to
acknowledge the redemption of the inheritance:

Now when He had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and
the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each having a
harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of
the saints. And they sang a new song... (Revelation 5:8, 9)

The witnesses for Boaz:

And all the people who were at the gate, and the elders, said, “We
are witnesses. The Lord make the woman who is coming to your
house like Rachel and Leah, the two who built the house of Israel:
and may you prosper in Ephrathah and be famous in Bethlehem.
(Ruth 4:11)

Therefore Boaz redeems Ruth and takes her for his wife, just as Christ will
take out the faithful ones from the Church as His wife and redeem the
earth.

And just as Ruth became the heir to the Davidic line, the Messianic line,
so also will the bride of Christ. The bride of Christ, whom God will
transform into a spirit of glory, will reign with Christ as His bride for one
thousand years, as heirs to the Davidic line, the Messianic line.

SECTION 2 — DAVID TO ECCLESIASTES

Example 14) David and Saul
1 Samuel 16:1

The prophet Samuel was from the tribe of Ephraim and ministered before
the Lord as a child, wearing a linen ephod -- a garment worn by priests.
He later had two sons whom he made judges over Israel, but they were
dishonest and took bribes. Therefore, the people of Israel refused to listen
to Samuel or to God's word. Rather, they preferred a king to rule over
them, one like the other nations. Although God had given the people of
Israel His word, the prophets and the judges to guide them, the people
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wanted to follow the practices of their neighbors instead of the living God.
God eventually gave them a king like those of the other nations.

God chose Saul, a man from the tribe of Benjamin, to be the first king of
Israel. He was very tall and handsome and was pleasing in the eyes of the
people of Israel. God told Samuel to anoint Saul and proclaim him king in
the presence of the people. And Samuel did as the Lord commanded.

Samuel also said to Saul, “The Lord sent me to anoint you king
over His people, over Israel. Now therefore, heed the voice of the
words of the Lord.” (1 Samuel 15:1)

Saul, a type of Satan, fell into disobedience and chose to do his own will
instead of God's will. Saul's sinful choices resulted in tragedy each time.
In the beginning of his reign, he chose to offer his own sacrifices before
the Lord, instead of obeying the Lord's commandments in preparing for
battle. He made a foolish oath to his army which also caused him to go
against his own son, Jonathon. He disobeyed God's instructions by not
completely destroying King Agag, king of the Amalekites (an evil people
in the sight of the Lord — a tribe of Nephilim). Therefore, God was
displeased with Saul and disqualified him as king. Samuel informed Saul
of his replacement and that he was rejected as king by the Lord.

Then Samuel said: “Has the Lord as great delight in burnt
offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord?
Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed than the fat of
rams. For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is
as iniquity and idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of
the Lord, He also has rejected you from being king.” (1 Samuel
15:22)

Like Saul, Christians can make the exact error of rejecting the Word of the
Lord if they choose to do their own works, works of the flesh. Christians
can be deceived into thinking that there is a part of their carnal nature that
is good and believing that this can be pleasing to God. But Scripture says
otherwise.

For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is
life and peace. Because the carnal mind is enmity against God;
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for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be. So then
those who are in the flesh cannot please God. (Romans 8:6-8)

Saul confessed his sins and pleaded that Samuel would return to him, but
Samuel (a type of the Holy Spirit) did not return. It was too late for Saul.
God’s judgment was already in place and there was no room for
repentance. The Lord had already chosen another king to lead Israel.

God chose David to replace Saul as king, one who would walk right and
obey His commandments. But Saul, though disqualified, remained on the
throne until God had prepared David, son of Jesse, as the replacement. In
this we see a principle of Biblical government whereby even a rejected
ruler is allowed to continue his rule until God’s allotted time, as only God
can appoint and replace crowned rulers. The account of David and Saul is
a pictorial representation, a type of the circumstances that exist with
regards to Christ and Satan. Satan was God’s anointed ruler over the
earth— “You were the anointed cherub who covers; I established you;
You were on the holy mountain of God; You walked back and forth in the
midst of fiery stones” (Ezekiel 28:14).

However, after Satan’s fall, God made manifest His plan for the
redemption of man by sending His Son, Jesus Christ, declaring Him
incumbent ruler over Satan. However, Christ is not exercising this rule
yet, not until God’s allotted time, the 7th Day, the Millennial reign of
Christ, a time patterned after the six days of work, followed by a seventh
day of rest in the Genesis account. At the end of this age, Christ will
redeem the inheritance and will take the crown from Satan. It will be then
that Christ will wear the crown and ascend the throne as Ruler of all
people. When the time came for David to take the scepter he was anointed
king by Samuel, and Saul was removed from the place of rulership.

In the intervening period we see David exiled from the kingdom of Saul,
and while in a distant place many who were dissatisfied with conditions in
Saul’s kingdom left all they had to join David.

David therefore departed from there and escaped to the cave of
Adullam. And when his brothers and all his father’s house heard
it, they went down there to him. And everyone who was in distress,
everyone who was in debt, and everyone who was discontented
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gathered to him. So he became captain over them. And there were
about four hundred men with him. (1 Samuel 22:1, 2)

These were Jews who had aligned themselves with David, making life
choices with a view to David one day taking the crown from Saul,
exercising the kingly authority he was given, and they by his side also in
positions of authority. They lived their lives by faith based upon what
God had said concerning the future rule of the son of Jesse.

In the antitype, between the time of Satan’s rejection and Christ redeeming
the inheritance, Christ remains in a distant place. Those Christians who
are faithful are the ones who are distressed and dissatisfied with affairs in
Satan’s kingdom, who are leaving all they have to join Christ as outcasts
of this world.

“If you were of the world, the world would love its own. Yet
because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world,
therefore the world hates you.” (John 15:19)

Faithful, mature Christians are looking to the time when Christ shall
ascend His throne and when they as coheirs shall ascend the throne with
Him.

“To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne,
as I sat with My Father on His throne.” (Revelation 3:21)

And just as David became the captain of those drawn to him so we find
this of Christ—

For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things and by whom
are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to make the captain
of their salvation perfect through sufferings. (Hebrews 2:10)

After David began his kingship position, Saul continued on his path of
unrighteousness by personally trying to kill David. God sent a distressing
spirit against Saul, yet he again tried to kill David, attempting to get his
son Jonathan to assist. After Samuel died, Saul cried out to the Lord, but
the Lord no longer answered him. So Saul consulted a witch to awaken
Samuel for help. But Samuel told him that his days were over and that the
Lord had departed from him. The following day when the Philistines
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attacked and killed his sons, Saul committed suicide by falling on his
sword.

David began his reign in Judah for three years, and then he became king
over all Israel. David ruled a total of 40 years, a period of completeness.
As a type of Christ, David acted as prophet Acts 2:29-34), priest (2
Samuel 6:14) and king (2 Samuel 5). He fully obeyed the Lord.
Therefore God made a covenant with David, a promise that He would
establish a throne for David's seed, a kingdom that shall be established
forever.

When your days are fulfilled and you rest with your fathers, I will
set up your seed after you, who will come from your body, and I
will establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for My name,
and | will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. | will be his
Father, and he shall be My son. (2 Samuel 7:12-14)

And your house and your kingdom shall be established forever
before you. Your throne shall be established forever. (2 Samuel
7:16)

We can see this covenant being fulfilled in Matthew chapter one, which
names all the seed of David beginning with his son, Solomon and ending
with Jesus, the Christ.

Satan, though disqualified, presently holds the scepter. However, the Day
will come when Christ with His bride will take over Satan's position as
ruler. God has given man an allotted time to show himself worthy, and
when the time is up, God will replace Satan with His first-born Son/sons:
Christ, the bride (Church) and Israel. And in that Day, God will have
fulfilled the Davidic covenant, and His kingdom will be established
forever. Knowing this, Satan continues on his path of thwarting God's
plan for man by deceiving man to bring about his disobedience, thereby
disqualifying him. But in the end, Satan will be put down and Christ with
His co-heirs will reign forever.

As a type of Christ and His bride, we have revealed in 1 Samuel 25 the
relationship between David and his wife, Abigail. Abigail is presented as
a wife to a lost man, Nabal, and is kept from the presence of David and of
the sacrifices he offered. But Abigail was willing to listen to the servant
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when he told of David's sacrifices. So she left Nabal to go and meet
David. When she met him, she fell at his feet, and confessed her sins.

In 1 Samuel 25:32-33, Abigail’s confession was acknowledged, her sins
were forgiven and she was accepted by David. In verse 37, Nabal, the
unfaithful believer, was struck by God and died. David then invited
Abigail to be his bride. As she approached David, she offered to be his
servant and wash his feet, but David made her queen instead. Abigail, as a
type of the bride, represents individuals who become saved by grace
through faith in Christ, who are faithfully obedient to God’s word,
performing good works through the Spirit, ultimately to be found worthy
to be Christ's bride.

Example 15) Solomon
1 Kings 3:1

Solomon, son of David and Bathsheba, was anointed king of Israel and
Judah following David’s death. Solomon loved the Lord just as his father
David, and God appeared to Solomon twice. The first time He appeared
to Solomon, God blessed him with a gift offering. This is what Solomon
requested:

Therefore give to Your servant an understanding heart to judge
Your people, that | may discern between good and evil. (1 Kings
3:9)

The speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked this thing.
Then God said to him: "Because you have asked this thing, and
have not asked for long life for yourself, nor have asked riches for
yourself, nor have asked the life of your enemies, but have asked
for yourself understanding to discern justice, behold, | have done
according to your words;

See, | have given you a wise and understanding heart, so that there
has not been anyone like you before you, nor shall any like you
arise after you. And | have also given you what you have not
asked: both riches and honor, so that there shall not be anyone like
you among the kings all your days. So if you walk in My ways, to
keep My statutes and My commandments, as your father David
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walked, then I will lengthen your days.” (1 Kings 3:10-14)

God granted Solomon wisdom and prosperity. During his reign, all of
Israel and Judah prospered and there was peace among them. It was
during this time that God allowed Solomon to build the holy temple,
following 480 years from the Exodus. The temple was built according to
plans that David received from the Lord and passed on to Solomon.

In the future, God's plans for the Millennium will involve anointing His
Son, Jesus Christ, as King of kings who will build a much bigger and
better temple, one that will never be destroyed. God's example in
Solomon was to give us a type of Christ, except that Christ would be the
One to overcome.

The queen of the South will rise up in the judgment with the men of
this generation and condemn them, for she came from the ends of
the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and indeed a greater
than Solomon is here. (Luke 11:31)

All the earth sought the presence of King Solomon to hear him speak and
he surpassed all the kings of the earth in riches and wisdom. God had
appeared to Solomon the second time, after he finished building the
temple. And the Lord said to Solomon,

“Now if you walk before Me as your father David walked, in
integrity of heart and in uprightness, to do according to all that |
have commanded you, and if you keep My statutes and My
judgments, then | will establish the throne of your kingdom over
Israel forever, as | promised David your father, saying, 'You shall
not fail to have a man on the throne of Israel.’

But if you or your sons at all turn from following Me, and do not
keep my commandments and My statutes which | have set before
you, but go and serve other gods and worship them, then I will cut
off Israel from the land which I have given them; and this house
which | have consecrated for My name | will cast out of My sight."”
(1 Kings 9:4-7)

Solomon made the crucial mistake of not heeding God's warning. Taking
many wives violated the standard of monogamy established by God in the
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beginning (Genesis 2:24, 25). He marries many foreign women outside of
the people of Israel, something that God had forbidden Israel to do. God
had warned the people of Israel not to intermarry with the outside, since
they would be enticed to follow their gods. And this is exactly what
happened to Solomon, who went after Baal, Molech, and other gods of all
his wives; and built altars, temples and made wooden images of them.
Solomon worshiped these gods and fell completely away from the One
and Only True God.
And he had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three hundred
concubines; and his wives turned away his heart. For it was so,
when Solomon was old, that his wives turned his heart after other
gods; and his heart was not loyal to the Lord his God, as was the
heart of his father David.

For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians,
and after Milcom the abomination of the Ammonites. Solomon did
evil in the sight of the Lord, and did not fully follow the Lord, as
did his father David.

Then Solomon built a high place for Chemosh the abomination of
Moab, on the hill that is east of Jerusalem. And for Molech the
abomination of the people of Ammon. And he did likewise for all
his foreign wives, who burned incense and sacrificed to their gods.
(1 Kings 11:3-8)

The Lord became angry with Solomon and told him that He would take
away most of the kingdom out of his hand, except one. God would keep
one for the sake of his father David and it would be given to his son so
that the Davidic line would continue to be a lamp to the nations until the
Messiah comes. And so it happened that Israel later was divided into two
kingdoms, the north and the south. The northern kingdom of Israel
collapsed in 722 BC when the Assyrians destroyed its capital, Samaria.
The southern kingdom of Judah fell to the Babylonians in 586 BC.

The example of Solomon provides a great lesson for Christians. Faithful
Christians are to assemble in fellowship with one another and not
associate with the unfaithful, otherwise they also may turn away from the
Lord. In time, because of their close association with the unfaithful, they
may be enticed to follow their sinful ways.  And there is serious
consequence for living this way. Rather, Christians must heed God’s
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commands just as He commanded Solomon in 1 Kings 9. Despite all of
his wisdom and possessions, Solomon made foolish and grave choices. In
writing the Book of Ecclesiastes, Solomon gave both warning and
encouragement so that his readers could avoid his mistakes.

Example 16) Elijah
1 Kings 17:1

As a prophet similar to Moses, Elijah had a mission to fulfill for God. The
first time he is mentioned in 1 Kings 17, he is there to denounce the
worship of the pagan god, Baal, to the evil King Ahab and the people of
Israel. He performed signs and miracles to prove that there is only one
true Living God. Elijah had no fear in man, for he knew the power of
God. Because the Canaanite belief was that only the pagan god, Baal,
could control the rain, Elijah announced to King Ahab that he would cause
no dew or rain to fall on the earth, except by his command from God.

And Elijah the Tishbite, of the inhabitants of Gilead, said to Ahab,
“As the Lord God of Israel lives, before whom I stand, there shall

not be dew nor rain these years, except at my word.” (1 Kings
17:1)

Elijah performed another miracle in front of the Jewish people at Mount
Carmel - challenging the prophets of the god, Baal, to cause fire to appear
under the wood. If the pagan god could not perform this, then he would
show them that the True God could.

“Then you call on the name of your gods, and | will call on the
name of the Lord, and the God who answers by fire, He is God.”
(1 Kings 18:24)

And so it happened that the god, Baal, did not answer the people's call or
perform the miracle of fire. So Elijah mocked the prophets of the god,
Baal.

And so it was, at noon, that Elijah mocked them and said, “Cry
aloud, for he is a god; either he is meditating, or he is busy, or he
IS on a journey, or perhaps he is sleeping and must be awakened.”
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So they cried aloud, and cut themselves, as was their custom,
with knives and lances, until the blood gushed out on them. And
when midday was past, they prophesied until the time of the
offering of the evening sacrifice. But there was no voice; no one
answered, no one paid attention. (1 Kings 18:27-29)

But when Elijah prayed to the Lord, the Lord heard him and answered his
call.

“Hear me, O Lord, hear me, that this people may know that You
are the Lord God, and that You have turned their hearts back to
You again.”

Then the fire of the Lord fell and consumed the burnt sacrifice,
and the wood and the stones and the dust, and it licked up the
water that was in the trench.

Now when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces; and they
said, “The Lord, He is God! The Lord, He is God!”

And Elijah said to them, “Seize the prophets of Baal! Do not let
one of them escape!” So they seized them; and Elijah brought
them down to the Brook Kishon and executed them there. (1 Kings
18:37-40)

Following this great victory over paganism, Elijah told his servant to go
check for rain seven times (denoting completion; the 7th day) and after the
seventh time, heavy rain appeared. When King Ahab's evil wife, Jezebel
(who had previously massacred the prophets of the Lord) heard of this, she
responded with revenge and sought to Kill him.

Jezebel was a powerful person and exceedingly evil. She could influence
King Ahab to be wicked, to follow her beliefs and pagan ways; to follow
her god, Baal. Her father was both king and priest of Baal in Sidon;
similarly, she was princess and priestess of Baal. King Ahab became a
full-fledged worshiper of Baal, the Canaanite (Phoenician) deity, in which
he established an altar, a temple and a wooden image. In this, King Ahab
went a considerable distance in establishing the Baal cult as the state
religion of Israel. The sin that King Ahab and his wife Jezebel brought
into the nation of Israel was great -- a total rejection of the Living God.
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Elijah escaped from Jezebel and it was at this time that God told him to go
to the mountain before Him. God gave Elijah instructions to anoint kings
for Israel and anoint a successor, Elisha in his place as Israel's prophet.
Elijah had done all that the Lord commanded, completing his mission. In
the Lord’s time, He raptured Elijah to heaven, as recorded in 2 Kings
2:11,

Then it happened, as they continued on and talked, that suddenly a
chariot of fire appeared with horses of fire, and separated the two
of them, and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven.

In the Old Testament, the only other prophet ever to be raptured to heaven
alive besides Elijah was Enoch.

The Book of Matthew mentions Elijah again. The context of Matthew
17:1-13 is with a view to the second coming of Christ. Jesus wanted the
disciples to know that after six days, or six thousand years, He will return
in glory. Before Peter, James and John, Jesus was transfigured in glory
just as He will be when He returns:

Now after six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John his brother,
led them up on a high mountain by themselves, and He was
transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and His
clothes became as white as the light. (Matthew 17:1, 2)

This vision of Christ transfigured in glory revealed Him as King of kings
at His second coming and was for the disciple's testimony after Jesus'
death and resurrection. Jesus told them not to mention the vision until
after His resurrection, so that believers would understand their purpose in
Christ --- a picture of their resurrection when Christ returns in glory for all
believers. If they told the vision before His death and resurrection, then
the people would not understand because the mission had not yet been
accomplished. Immediately after His transfiguration, Moses and Elijah,
two of the firstfruits that have already been resurrected with Christ,
appeared talking with Him.

And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking with Him.
(Matthew 17:3)
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Then, the voice of God came out of the cloud from heaven to recognize
Jesus, God's beloved Son. When the disciples heard the voice, they were
terrified and fainted. But Jesus touched them and told them to “Arise, and
do not be afraid" (a picture of the rapture and resurrection of the saints).

Jesus gave Peter, James, and John an eyewitness view of the end of the
age — Christ’s return in glory, Moses and Elijah present with Him and
their own resurrection. In his Epistle, Peter confirms the vision, being an
eyewitness to it, that it was a preview of the power and coming of the Lord
Jesus Christ in glory:

For we did not follow cunningly devised fables when we made
known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but
were eyewitnesses of His majesty.

For He received from God the Father honor and glory when such
a voice came to Him from the Excellent Glory: "This is My beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased.” And we heard this voice which
came from heaven when we were with Him on the holy mountain.

And so we have the prophetic word confirmed, which you do well
to heed as a light that shines in a dark place, until the Day dawns
and the Morning Star rises in your hearts... (2 Peter 1:16-19)

The disciples thought that the vision of Elijah appearing to them was the
sign of the end of the age. When Jesus commanded them to tell no one of
the vision until after His death and resurrection, the disciples were
confused. They asked Him why the scribes say that Elijah must come
first.

Jesus answered and said to them, “Indeed, Elijah is coming first
and will restore all things. But | say to you that Elijah has come
already, and they did not know him but did to him whatever they
wished. Likewise the Son of Man is also about to suffer at their
hands.” Then the disciples understood that He spoke to them of
John the Baptist. (Matthew 17:11-13)

John the Baptist was the one who ministered "in the spirit and power of
Elijah™ in preparing the way for Christ (Luke 1:17). John was the anti-
type of Elijah, yet the religious leaders of Israel not only rejected him, but
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also murdered him and their Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus affirmed to the
disciples that Elijah is coming first and will restore all things (Malachi
4:5, 6). And because the restoration of the people of Israel has not yet
happened, we could understand this to mean that Elijah will appear once
again during the Tribulation and may be one of the two witnesses. The
two witnesses are mentioned in Revelation 11:3-6,

These have power to shut heaven, so that no rain falls in the days
of their prophecy; and they have power over waters to turn them to
blood, and to strike the earth will all the plagues, as often as they
desire. (Revelation 11:6)

These two witnesses will have the authority to prevent rain during the days
of their prophecy, identifying them with Elijah, whose prayer caused it not
to rain for three and a half years (1 Kings 17:1; James 5:17). Turning the
waters into blood (Exodus 7:17-21) and striking the earth with plagues
(Exodus 7-11) is reminiscent of Moses.

Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed earnestly
that it would not rain; and it did not rain on the land for three
years and six months. And he prayed again, and the heaven gave
rain, and the earth produced its fruit. (James 5:17, 18)

Elijah was truly an overcomer; one who was faithfully obedient to God's
commands. When he finished the race and completed his mission, God
raptured him to heaven. We also, who are faithful to the end, should look
forward to our rapture and reward.

Example 17) Ezra and Nehemiah
Ezra 7:1/Nehemiah 1:1

The Books of Ezra and Nehemiah go hand in hand, two people God sent
to exhort the remnant of Israel to obey His law. The remnant returned to
the ruins of Jerusalem with the hope of rebuilding the nation. God brought
His people back from Babylon, rebuilt the temple, and restored the
conduct of true worship.

Both Ezra and Nehemiah were commissioned by King Artaxerxes. Ezra
led the group of returning Israelites in 458 B.C. as priest, scribe and
reformer. Nehemiah led the group afterwards in 444 B.C. as appointed
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governor. Both worked in restoring worship and dedicating the newly
rebuilt wall in Jerusalem.

The Book of Ezra and the Book of Nehemiah reveals the restoration of
the nation of Israel and their subsequent falling away. The prophets
Jeremiah and Daniel among others had prophesied the restorations of
Israel and the desolations that would follow throughout the generations, all
due to Israel’s disobedience towards God. At the end of this age, Israel's
final restoration will take place.

For thus says the Lord: “After seventy years are completed at
Babylon, 1 will visit you and perform My good work toward you,
and cause you to return to this place.

For | know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the Lord,
thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.

Then you will call upon Me and go and pray to Me, and | will
listen to you. And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search
for Me with all your heart. | will be found by you, says the Lord,
and | will bring you back from your captivity; | will gather you
from all the nations and from all the places where | have driven
you, says the Lord, and I will bring you to the place from which |
cause you to be carried away captive." (Jeremiah 29:10-14)

Jeremiah 29:10 relates to Israel at the end of Man's Day, when God will
once again deal with Israel unto repentance, to restore them back to their
land. Israel will finally be established in their land as a nation, within a
theocracy, ruling with Christ, and they will finally have peace.

Both Nehemiah and Ezra describe the events leading to the return of the
Judeans from captivity in Babylon. Both Books describe the restoration
process of the people and the city --- a prophecy revealing how the
restoration will take place at the end of this age. God will build His
temple and His kingdom where Christ will rule and reign for one thousand
years on the Holy Mountain Zion, and dwell in the midst of Jerusalem.
Worship will be restored and all the nations will come to see Him
(Jeremiah 30, 31; Isaiah 11:11-15). Most of the prophets, beginning
with Isaiah, speak of Israel's final restoration and Christ's earthly kingdom
to be set up in Jerusalem in the coming age.
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The extraordinary prophecy of God's promised restoration of His people is
recorded in detail in the Books of Ezra and Nehemiah. It is a realization
of how awesome and powerful God is, when He will gather together a
multitude of His people from all over the world and bring them back to
their Promised Land. The message in Ezra's and Nehemiah's day, as well
as for today, is that the God of Israel is faithful to His promises. He will
completely restore His people when they seek and call upon Him. And we
can be rest assured this extends to Christians as well.

Example 18) Esther
Esther 1:1

The Book of Esther presents a complete history of God's dealings with
the nation of Israel — past, present and future. It provides detailed
information pertaining to events that will take place in the future, during
the Tribulation — that which coincides with Daniel’s Seventieth Week
and with events in the Book of Revelation. The Book of Esther begins
during a time when the Israelites were once again under Gentile
subjection. King Ahasuerus of Medo-Persia (modern day Iran) ruled
during the years 486-465 B.C. He made a great feast to make mention of
his power and riches in his kingdom. Those in positions of power in the
kingdom were invited to the feast and it was proclaimed on the third year
of his reign to those both small and great (Esther 1:4).

The feast lasted for seven days. On the seventh day (the number “seven”
showing “completeness for that which is in view”), the command was
given to bring Queen Vashti to him, but she refused to come at the king's
command, so the king became very angry. Because of the actions of the
queen, a decree was issued to set aside her position and replace it with
another.

...that Vashti shall come no more before King Ahasuerus; and let
the king give her royal position to another who is better than she.
(Esther 1:19)

Then the king’s servants suggested that a search be done to replace
Vashti—...a woman who pleases the king be queen instead of Vashti.
(Esther 2:4)
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In the Book of Esther, King Ahasuerus is presented as a type of God the
Father and Queen Vashti as a type of Israel. Esther chapter one has to do
with 1) God and a province in His kingdom, 2) with Israel’s calling
relative to this province, 3) with Israel’s refusal to come at the King’s
command, 4) and that which the King did about the matter.

The reference to the third year and the seventh year in Esther chapter one
and two is associated with the foundational framework in the beginning of
Genesis. From Genesis 1:1, God's dealing with man involved six days
(6,000 years) of restorative work followed by a seventh day (7th 1000 year
period) of rest (Messianic era). Since Adam's fall, God began his work of
restoring man back to the position for which he was originally created ---
to rule and reign. Throughout this course of restoration, God called
Abraham to be the one through whom all nations would be blessed. But
God called Israel a "disobedient people,” a people who had rejected Him
and His Word through the sin of unbelief. Though God sent Moses to
bring them out of Egypt and into the land of Canaan as an inheritance, the
nation of Israel fell into disobedience. This disobedience was brought to a
climax at Christ's first coming, when they rejected and crucified their
Messiah. Since Israel's invitation from Jesus to "Repent, for the kingdom
of heaven is at hand” was refused, God punished Israel by setting her
aside as a nation and scattering her among the Gentiles. This is what
Esther chapter one typifies when Vashti refused to come at the king’s
command.

Because of Queen Vashti's refusal to come, she was rejected as queen. On
the third year, her royal standing was taken from her and given to another
that is better than she. And this account typifies Israel, who, because of
disobedience to God during the time of Christ's first coming, was rejected
as queen. Israel's royal standing in the heavenly kingdom was taken away
and given to another nation who would bear fruit — the Church. God’s
dealings with Israel had been set aside temporarily and the Church was
now in view until the end of the sixth year.

“Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken from you
and given to a nation bearing the fruits of it.” (Matthew 21:43)

“Therefore let it be known to you that the salvation of God has
been sent to the Gentiles, and they will hear it!" (Acts 28:28)
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Israel was called into existence to occupy a particular position at a
particular time. Israel refused, and the nation was set aside. This is what
Esther chapter one is about.

However, the day is coming when God will once again turn to Israel and
complete His dealings with this nation, establishing Israel in the position
to which the nation was called, during a time that God has established.
This is what Esther chapter two is about.

The appointed times given in the Book of Esther — the third year on the
seventh day (Queen Vashti) and the seventh year on the tenth day (Queen
Esther) are all appointed times set by God that coincide with Man's Day to
the Millennium, for Israel and the Church. This is the reason why the
Book of Esther (type of Israel) and the Book of Ruth (type of the Church)
had appointed times for the women to prepare for their redeemer:

Each young woman's turn came to go in to King Ahasuerus after
she had completed twelve month's preparation, according to the
regulations for the women, for thus were the days of their
preparation apportioned: six months with oil of Myrrh, and six
months with perfumes and preparations for beautifying women.
(Esther 2:12)

Esther chapter two is about the search for a new queen and placing that
queen in a royal position in the kingdom. Proper preparations had to be
made for meeting the king for a period of twelve months. This typifies
God’s wife, Israel. At the close of this age, God will once again deal with
the nation of Israel, to complete their restoration and place them in a ruling
position in God’s earthly kingdom. This will be the seventh one-
thousandth year from Adam, on the tenth day (the number “ten” showing
“completeness; all.”)

During the search for a new queen, Esther had properly prepared for her
meeting with the king and therefore was chosen above the other maidens.

Esther chapters three through ten provide further commentary to the
events leading to Israel’s restoration at the end of this age. Mordecai, who
raised Esther, was seated in the king's gate outside the palace. Both he
and Esther typify Israel in regards to future regality. They both had royal
positions awarded to them, but they were not yet exercising regal power.
At the appointed time both positions of Esther and Mordecai are then
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exercised. And the same thing applies to Israel.

After Israel calls upon the Lord and after Christ returns, then they will be
restored, exercising regal positions in the King's gate over the Gentile
nations of the earth. It will happen at God's appointed time --- the 7th day.

By comparing the woman in Revelation 12 to Israel, we can see that she
was wearing a crown, like Esther, specifically, a "Stephanos" crown,
which means “a prize, a symbol of honor.” This type of crown will be
worn by the nation of Israel on earth and the bride of Christ in heaven. A
"Diadem" crown, which means “to bound permanently about the head, to
succeed, to come after ---- exercising regal power,” will be taken by force
from Satan and be worn by Christ (Revelation 19:12).

Haman is mentioned beginning in Esther chapter three, who is said to
have been promoted to the seat above other princes in the king's palace.
He is identified as an "Agagite,” which associates him with Agag, the
Amalekite king who lived during Saul's day and sought to destroy the
Israelites. The Amalekites were the first of the nations to war against
Israel after the Exodus. Both the Amalekites and Haman were enemies of
the Jewish people and sought to destroy them. Therefore, Haman in the
Book of Esther typifies the Antichrist, who also will be in a ruling
position during the Tribulation. And just as King Ahasuerus appointed
Haman, so also God the Father had appointed Satan in the beginning to his
position of power in His kingdom, therefore he will be wearing a diadem
crown and will give power and authority to the Antichrist who will seek to
destroy the Jews.

The Gentile nations openly exalted Haman by bowing down to him, but
Mordecai refused to bow down. For Mordecai to bow down to Haman
would have meant an open display of worship to Haman, resulting in an
open denial of his faith in the One and Only True God. This is the reason
Haman sought to slay not only Mordecai but all of the Jews as well, since
they refused to worship him. And this same exact occurrence is seen in
the Book of Revelation with the Antichrist seeking to destroy the Jewish
people. The 144,000 Jews who will be sent by God to preach His message
over all the earth will also refuse to bow down and worship Antichrist.
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And the dragon was enraged with the woman and he went to make
war with the rest of her offspring, who keep the commandments of
God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ. (Revelation 12:17)

When Haman saw that Mordecai did not bow or pay him homage,
Haman was filled with wrath. But he disdained to lay hands on
Mordecai alone, for they had told him of the people of Mordecai.

Instead, Haman sought to destroy all the Jews who were
throughout the whole kingdom of Ahasuerus--the people of
Mordecai. (Esther 3:5, 6)

Haman is able to get the king to sign off on a decree for the annihilation of
all the Jews throughout all the land. This decree brought the Jews into a
terrified state — they fasted, wept and wailed. Esther commanded a three
day fast among the Jews (Esther 4). Their fasting denotes a strong but
veiled appeal to God to intervene in a time of severe crisis.

This account typifies Israel’s suffering during the Tribulation when God
will finally bring them to a place of repentance and they will cry out
calling upon the Lord.

On the third day, Esther goes before the king unannounced. Although this
IS going against the law bringing her life in jeopardy, she calls upon the
king in order to save the Jewish people, since she is also a Jew. The king
finds favor in her sight and asks her,

"What is your request? It shall be given to you—up to half the
kingdom!" (Esther 5:3)

Like Esther, Israel will have the same call to the Lord in the future and He
will deliver them. The things having to do with the Antichrist’s reign will
occur so that God’s purpose for Israel may be fulfilled. God will deliver
the Jewish people into Antichrist’s hands for a period of time, so that
Israel may repent and realize their calling.

Haman was put down and Antichrist will also be put down when Christ
returns the second time. Following this, Esther and Mordecai were given
authority to exercise rulership in place of Haman. In the antitype, Israel
will replace Antichrist and will exercise power and authority over the
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Gentile nations. Haman was hanged by the gallows he had prepared for
Mordecai, and likewise, the Antichrist will be thrown in the lake of fire
burning with brimstone forever.

After Haman was put down, the Jews assembled together and celebrated.
In the antitype, during the Messianic kingdom, Israel will also enjoy rest
and feasting with the Lord.

And Mordecai wrote these things and sent letters to all the
Jews, near and far, who were in all the provinces of King
Ahasuerus, to establish among them that they should celebrate
yearly the fourteenth and fifteenth days of the month of Adar,

as the days on which the Jews had rest from their enemies, as the
month which was turned from sorrow to joy for them, and from
mourning to a holiday, that they should make them days of feasting
and joy, of sending presents to one another and gifts to the poor.
(Esther 10:20-22)

And, in keeping with the preceding, Scripture clearly reveals when God
will restore His people, Israel and their land ---- that is, not until Antichrist
is revealed, is reigning and is brought down at the second coming of Christ
at the end of Man's Day --- a time that still remains yet future.

Example 19) Job

We have covered the history and spiritual content of the nation of Israel
from the Book of Genesis through Esther, and now we begin to view the
personal experiences of God's people from the Book of Job.

There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that
man was blameless and upright, and one who feared God and
shunned evil. (Job 1:1)

Job was strong in the Lord and was faithfully obedient to His Word. He
knew God's plan and purpose; therefore, he feared God, for he knew one
day he would have to account for his works before Him.
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The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and the
knowledge of the Holy One is understanding. (Proverbs 9:10)

Job was blessed with a large family, prosperity, and wealth. He was
known as "the greatest of all the people of the East" (Job 1:3). Yet he
stayed faithful to God, gave offerings to God for all he had, and lived
righteously.

The Book of Job begins with a description of Job's character and his
possessions. Then it directs the reader to the throne of God in heaven.
The angels, including Satan, came before the Lord to present themselves.
Satan, although a rebel ruler, still had access to God's court. Presently,
Satan continues to rule the earth directly under God, with the power and
authority to rule coming from God's throne. But the time will come when
Satan will be thrown out of heaven forever, will be defeated on earth by
Christ and ultimately be cast into the lake of fire.

"But the court shall be seated, And they shall take away his
dominion, To consume and destroy it forever.

Then the kingdom and dominion, And the greatness of the
kingdoms under the whole heaven, Shall be given to the people, the
saints of the Most High.

His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, And all dominions shall
serve and obey Him." (Daniel 7:26, 27)

Though the Lord knew Satan's whereabouts, He proceeded to ask Satan
where he came from, so that Satan could give an account of his actions to
the Lord.

And the Lord said to Satan, “From where do you come?” So
Satan answered the Lord and said, "From going to and fro on the
earth, and from walking back and forth on it." (Job 1:7)

A similar function of the question was posed to Adam after the fall:

Then the Lord God called to Adam and said to him, “Where are
you?” (Genesis 3:9)
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Ever since his rebellion against God, Satan accuses, deceives and tempts
believers to stray them away from God and from their calling. Satan is
indeed the enemy of our soul. In fact, the Hebrew word for Satan means
"Adversary."” God warns us to be strong in the Lord in order to resist him.
Satan's main focus has been to walk the earth seeking to disqualify
Christians from their high calling, which is to rule and reign with Christ.
This present world is Satan's territory, and he does not want to give it up.

Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks
about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. Resist
him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are
experienced by your brotherhood in the world. (1 Peter 5:8, 9)

God proceeded to tell Satan about His servant Job and how faithful he
was. Satan questioned Job's motives for fearing and serving God; since
God had protected him and his household, what did Job have to fear?
Satan asserted that Job would surely curse God if his prosperity and
blessings were removed. Since Satan holds the scepter, he had the power
under God's authority to test Job, but his power was limited to God's
sovereign control. God allowed him to test Job, but he could not harm
him.

Job loses his property, his servants and his children-- all in one day. Job
showed intense grief over his loss, and then he acknowledged God's all-
powerful control over all circumstances.

Then Job arose, tore his robe, and shaved his head;
and he fell to the ground and worshiped.

And he said: "Naked | came from my mother’s
womb, And naked shall | return there.

The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away;
Blessed be the name of the Lord." In all this
Job did not sin nor charge God with wrong.
(Job 1:20-22)

The tearing of his robe signified that Job was in deep grief, yet in a
voluntary act of humility, he fell to the floor to acknowledge God's
sovereign control. He did not blame God for his tragedies but humbly
accepted God's will.
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Job is an excellent example of one who is faithful under trials and
suffering. God’s aim for allowing Job's faith to be tested, and that of
every believer, is to refine and mature. Trials are for the purpose of
preparing children for the Millennial Kingdom as firstborn sons. Part of
this preparation involves our sanctification, separating ourselves as
pilgrims of this world. It is also the realization that all that we have,
whether material possessions or family, belongs to God our Creator and
we must trust in Him in all things.

In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be,
you have been grieved by various trials, that the genuineness of
your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes,
though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory
at the revelation of Jesus Christ, whom having not seen you love.

Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy
inexpressible and full of glory, receiving the end of your faith--the
salvation of your souls. (1 Peter 1:6-9)

Peter tells us to greatly rejoice when we have been stricken with trials, as
it is another opportunity for us to mature in the faith and overcome. At the
end of our faith we will receive the salvation of our soul.

James also knew this mystery of rejoicing in trials, for he looked forward
to his reward in the future kingdom of heaven:

My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,
knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. But let
patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and
complete, lacking nothing. (James 1:2, 3)

The word “patience” means “to stand fast.” The more we learn to stand
fast during affliction, the more we become perfect (mature) thereby
making us complete (whole). How we handle the trials in this life will
determine our fate at the Judgment seat of Christ --- for our faith, or lack
of, will be tested by fire. If our works pass the test then we will be found
worthy to enter the kingdom. If we do not endure with good works, we
will not be able to enter the kingdom of heaven for 1000 years.
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Satan incited God against Job the second time by attacking his health.
And the Lord allowed Satan this test, but he was to spare Job's life. So
Satan struck Job with painful boils from head to toe, but Job remained
faithful to God and did not sin. Even his wife rebelled against him for
holding on to his faith. But Job answered:
"Shall we indeed accept good from God, and shall we not accept
adversity?" (Job 2:10a)

When Job's three friends came to visit and comfort him, they tore their
clothes and wept when they saw him for they could not recognize him.
Because of his pain, Job cursed the day he was born and wished God
would let him die.

Though Job's three friends cared for Job, they judged him wrongly by
implying that his suffering was a result of his sins and therefore God was
punishing him. Job then calls them, "miserable comforters,” but Job
maintains his integrity and prays to God for relief. After being accused
from his ‘friends,' Job ends his conversation with them.

Then Elihu, another friend comes into the scene and accuses both Job and
his three friends. He is angry at the friends for condemning Job, however
he also accused Job of having only justified himself. In addition, Elihu
feels that the problem with Job is that he had been treating God as though
he were God's equal, for Job had questioned God's motives.

"How long? Will you not look away from me, and let me alone till
| swallow my saliva? Have | sinned? What have | done to You, O
watcher of men? Why have You set me as Your target, so that | am
a burden to myself? Why then do You not pardon my
transgression, and take away my iniquity?" (Job 7:19-21)

Christians also tend to question God when they are stricken with trials and
tribulations. They tend to treat God as though they are equal to Him.
Instead, they should humble themselves under the mighty hand of God,
asking for strength, endurance and patience to overcome. God is in
control and He cares for us. When we overcome adversity by faith, He
will exalt us in due time.

After Elihu had finished speaking, the Lord gives His answer to Job. God
overwhelms Job into submission in order to restore him as the Lord's
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servant. By revealing His omnipotence, God seeks to build Job’s trust and
security in Him. God asks him many questions, among which are:

"Where were you when | laid the foundations of the earth?"
“Shall the one who contends with the Almighty correct Him?
Would you condemn Me that you may be justified?" (Job 38:4)

After hearing what the Lord had to say, Job repents to God for questioning
Him. And after he repented, God spoke to Eliphaz and told him that he
and the others had not done right with their false accusations against Job
and that Job was right in maintaining his innocence. God restored Job as
His faithful servant and rewarded him by restoring his prosperity with
more wealth than he had before.

Now the Lord blessed the latter days of Job more than his
beginning... (Job 42:12)

Job, as a type of Christ, overcame his trials and tribulations just as Christ
overcame His sufferings, thereby being able to inherit more blessings in
the latter days than His beginning. The “latter days” is a reference to the
Seventh Day.

God gave Job a total of ten children (three daughters and seven sons), a
number showing completeness. The number “three” refers to
“resurrection,” revealing the daughters as the bride of Christ; and the
number ‘“seven” showing completeness, revealing the brothers as the
nation of Israel. Their “father” gave an “inheritance” to the daughters and
among their brothers.  This typifies the redemption of the inheritance
amongst the bride of Christ and the Father’s wife, Israel in the latter days,
the Seventh Day, the Messianic Era.

In all the land were found no women so beautiful as the
daughters of Job, and their father gave them an inheritance
among their brothers. (Job 42:15)

The trials of Job are examples set forth for our admonition. All Christians
will encounter suffering and trials. Under the authority of God, Satan
tempts. God allows His children to have their faith tested for the purpose
of qualifying them for the Millennial kingdom. God allows it for good.
Satan does it for evil.
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And we know that all things work together for good to those
who love God, to those who are the called according to His
purpose. (Romans 8:28)

Another example can be seen with the temptations of Jesus. Jesus
encountered trials of His faith, as God allowed Satan to tempt Him to
prove that Jesus was indeed the Son of God, absolutely incapable of sin.
God the Father permitted this to happen to His only begotten Son and
again to Job, for the reason that He could prove that they would remain
faithful under these temptations from the hand of Satan. And God knew
that Job would prevail, just as He knew Christ would. Job suffered
tremendously for the fight of his faith --- for the saving of his soul. Christ
also suffered greatly and died for us all.

Two factors determine that God knew Job's outcome. First, God is
omniscient; therefore He knows everything before it happens. Second,
God will not allow Christians to be tempted beyond what they can handle.
He will make a way of escape from their trials so that they are able to bear
it. When trials do come, He wants to see our faith in Him fully.

God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond
what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the
way of escape, that you may be able to bear it. (1 Corinthians
10:13a)

Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is
to try you, as though some strange thing happened to you; but
rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ's sufferings, that
when His glory is revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding

joy...

Therefore let those who suffer according to the will of God commit
their souls to Him in doing good, as to a faithful Creator. (1 Peter
4:12-19)

Christ cannot sin when tempted or tested. Jesus Christ is God the Father
manifested in the flesh. Jesus Christ, begotten by God, has within Him no
lust nor tendency or possibility to sin. But man does. Since the fall of
Adam, man is born in sin and therefore when he is tempted by Satan, he is
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drawn away by his own lust and when lust has conceived, it brings forth
sin (James 1:14, 15). For this reason, God instructs all Christians to put
on the whole armor of God, so that they will be able to stand against the
wiles of the devil.

Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand
against the wiles of the devil.

For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of
this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly
places.

Therefore, take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able
to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.
(Ephesians 6:11-13)

Satan is the one who tempts with evil intentions. However, when
Christians sin, God may chasten them afterwards, just as a father
disciplines his son, in order to teach them to live righteously. And He
does this for the salvation of their souls in that future Day.

Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been
approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has
promised to those who love Him. Let no one say when he is
tempted, "I am tempted by God;" for God cannot be tempted by
evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone.

But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires
and enticed. Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin;
and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death. (James 1:12-15)

In Matthew 4:1, Satan is revealed as the tempter:

Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be
tempted by the devil.

Again in Matthew 6:13, the prayer reveals Satan as the tempter:
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And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from the evil

one.
Many Christians have a difficult time understanding the Book of Job.
Why did God allow Job, a righteous and holy man, to suffer the loss of his
family and all of his possessions if he was serving and pleasing God?
How could God allow Satan to destroy all that Job had? In order to
properly understand the Book of Job, we must first have a deep
understanding of God’s Word and know God’s purpose for man in this
age. Many Church leaders give the false belief that God will always
reward the righteous in this age. But the Word says otherwise. Christians
will be allowed to be tested with various trials to determine their faith until
the end. If they endure, they will be rewarded during the next age -- the
Kingdom Age, when Christ returns for His bride.

The testing of our faith is essential for Christian maturity and necessary to
be found approved at the Judgment seat of Christ. A Christian who
endures trials is mature and has been promised the crown of life in the age
to come. How does one endure trials? He overcomes by faith in God. He
asks God for strength and wisdom through them. The wisdom God gives
provides the means to overcome them. Trials are tools which refine and
purify our faith, producing patient endurance. For this reason we are to
consider them opportunities for rejoicing, for when we pass the test, we
will be glorified in that future Day. Like Christ, Job was faithful to the
end even under such devastating circumstances, because of the hope that
was set before him.

For I know that my Redeemer lives, And He shall stand at last on
the earth. (Job 19:25)

Example 20) Book of Psalms

Though the Book of Psalms leads us through the lows and highs of human
experience, primarily Israel's experience, it is mainly prophetic. Psalms
2:8, 9 tells of the day when Christ Jesus shall rule with a rod of iron. A
companion Scripture can be seen in Revelation 19:11-21, which tells of
the day when “Christ rules with a rod of iron and treads the winepress of
the fierceness of the wrath of Almighty God.” Psalms 24 speaks
prophetically of the Lord Jesus Christ and Psalms 2 and Psalms 110 share
a focus on the return of the Lord Jesus Christ to establish His kingdom.
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Psalms 50 speaks of the return of the Lord and His righteous judgment
upon His people.

In addition, the Book of Psalms gives instructions on how to attain the
salvation of the soul. King David wrote most of the Psalms, which was
used for songs, prayers and worship in ancient Israel. Today, the Psalms
continue to be used in worship as they provide guidance for the Christian.
Many of the Psalms can be identified as certain types by their theme:

1) The royal Psalms often point forward to the coming rule of the Savior
King, Christ Jesus.

2) The Psalms of Zion focus on the prophecies of Jerusalem. They
emphasize Jerusalem as God's choice for the site of His holy temple
during the Millennium.

3) The penitential Psalms are confessions of sin and requests for
forgiveness to the Lord.

4) The wisdom Psalms, also found in the Book of Proverbs, present
instructions on soul salvation, providing sharp contrasts between the
righteous and the wicked.

5) The imprecatory Psalms contain prayers for guidance, asking God for
protection from the wicked. A subcategory would be a lament Psalms,
which is in a time of distress, usually asking God for protection from
enemies.

6) The Passover Psalms, also prophetic, celebrate the great acts of the
Lord in delivering His people from Egypt and points forward to the
deliverance that will come through the second coming of Christ Jesus.

7) The Hallel Psalms, named from the Hebrew word "praise,” form the
final group of Psalms at the end of the Book. These Psalms praise God
Almighty for His works, His Word, His salvation and judgment.

Overall, the Psalms cover Christ’s second return, the establishment of His
kingdom and how to attain the salvation of the soul.
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Psalms 1, a wisdom Psalm, distinguishes between an overcomer and one
who is overcome -- the way of the righteous and the way of the wicked:

Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly,
Nor stands in the path of sinners, Nor sits in the seat of the
scornful;

But his delight is in the law of the Lord, And in His law he
meditates day and night. He shall be like a tree, Planted by the
rivers of water, That brings forth its fruit in its season, Whose leaf
also shall not wither; And whatever he does shall prosper.

The ungodly are not so, But are like the chaff which the wind
drives away. Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the
judgment, Nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous.

For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, But the way of the
ungodly shall perish.

In the same manner of introduction in the Beatitudes of Matthew chapter
five, this first Psalm begins with the word blessed, which means
"fortunate” and is linked to receiving divine favor in Christ's future
kingdom. Likewise, the Beatitudes provide instruction on how to inherit
Christ's kingdom.

A person who walks means to "walk beside™ or "behave." Instructions are
given not to behave or become deeply involved in the counsel of the
ungodly or in wickedness. Therefore, an overcomer should not behave
like sinners and the scornful.

The only consistent way to overcome the sinful desires of our human
nature (the flesh) is to live in the power of the Holy Spirit as He works
through our spirit. Walking each moment by faith in God's Word under
the Spirit's control assures absolute victory over our sinful nature.

| say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the
flesh. (Galatians 5:16)

Rather than finding enjoyment in associations with wicked persons or in
wickedness, the godly Christian finds deep enjoyment in associations with
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godly people and with the Word of God. This means that the godly person
continually seeks maturity in the Word on a daily basis. And as the person
matures in the Word (to include the Word of the kingdom, the whole
counsel of God) he allows the Spirit to produce works which are pleasing
to God and productive to His plan and purpose.

But ungodly Christians are unstable, who are easily affected by the world
and the sinful desires of the flesh. When judgment comes, the ungodly
will not stand; they will be cast out of the kingdom to outer darkness.
They will be separated from the righteous overcomers who inherit the
kingdom. God knows (has an intimate, personal knowledge) the righteous,
but He has no intimate connection with carnal Christians.

Recorded in Matthew 7:21-23, a word-picture is presented of carnal
Christians as they stand before Christ at His judgment seat:

“Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord, shall enter the
kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in
heaven.

Many will say to Me in that day, 'Lord, Lord, have we not
prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and
done many wonders in Your name?’

And then I will declare to them, 'l never knew you (had an intimate,
personal relationship), depart from Me (out of the kingdom), you
who practice lawlessness!" "

This is typical of Christians who did not walk (behave continually)
according to the Spirit, but according to the flesh. They attempt to do
works according to their own desires and not according to the will of God.
God never knew them or had an intimate, personal relationship with them
because they did not seek Him from the Word of God.

Other wisdom Psalms that provide instructions for the salvation of the soul
are: Psalms 14, 15, 27, 31, 34, 36, 37, 39, 41, 49, 52, 62, 63, 71, 73, 103,
104, 107, 111, 112, 119, 127, 128, 139, and 145.

Psalms 15 provides the characteristics required to obtain the salvation of
the soul in that future Day:
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The Character of Those Who May Dwell with the Lord

Lord, who may abide in Your tabernacle? Who may dwell in Your
holy hill?

He who walks uprightly, And works righteousness, And speaks the
truth in his heart; He who does not backbite with his tongue, Nor
does evil to his neighbor,

Nor does he take up a reproach against his friend; In whose eyes a
vile person is despised, But he honors those who fear the Lord;

He who swears to his own hurt and does not change, He who does
not put out his money at usury,

Nor does he take a bribe against the innocent. He who does these
things shall never be moved. (Psalms 15)

Psalms 15 begins with two questions: Who is qualified to assemble with
the Lord in His tabernacle? Who is qualified to reside with the Lord in
Mount Zion, the Messianic Kingdom?

Only those who are spiritually saved are entered into this race and
considered for qualification. For when one believed in the Lord Jesus
Christ, the Spirit of the Lord entered into his spirit. It is now up to the
believer to allow the Spirit to work through him for good works, works
done in accordance to the Word of God, thereby qualifying him for the
salvation of his soul and entrance into the kingdom to rule with Him in
that future Day.

What are the qualifications? Psalms 15 reveals the qualifications:

1) He who walks uprightly, and works righteousness, and speaks the truth
in his heart.

As we allow the Spirit to teach us the Word, our faith will grow and in
time it will change our character. Walking in the Spirit is walking
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uprightly.  This means going against the flesh. Galatians 5:19
distinguishes between the works of the flesh and the works of the Spirit:

Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery,
fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, idolatry, sorcery, hatred,
contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions,
dissensions, heresies, envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and
the like;

of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past,
that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of
God.

But the fruit (good works) of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-
control...And those who are Christ's have crucified the flesh with
its passions and desires. If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in
the Spirit. (Galatians 5:19-25)

As one receives with meekness the Word of God and implants the Word in
his heart and mind, then he will have a renewed character. He will be
strong in the faith and produce the fruit of the Spirit which will be able to
save his soul. But if he chooses a life without the Word, walking in the
flesh, then he will produce works of “hay, wood, and straw,” and sin will
engulf his days so that his outcome will be the loss of his soul.

2) He who does not backbite with his tongue, nor does evil to his
neighbor, nor does he take up a reproach against his friend.

The sinful nature that inspires evil words is beyond our control. Only
through the work of the Holy Spirit within us can we bring this destructive
force under control.

But no man can tame the tongue. It is an unruly evil, full of dead
poison. With it we bless our God and Father, and with it we curse
men, who have been made in the similitude of God. Out of the
same mouth proceed blessing and cursing. My brethren, these
things ought not to be so. (James 3:8-10)

The Christian who possesses godly wisdom will meekly show it with
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works, not just words. They will be slow to speak and quick to act, in love
and care to all fellow believers. An evil tongue produces strife and
turmoil.  Bitterness, envy, jealousy and selfish behavior thoroughly
corrupt a person, but a godly character is peaceable and pure. When we
look to godly wisdom, our character becomes like Christ, and we no
longer fall into the falsehood and wickedness of the world and the sinful
motivations of the flesh. Instead, we treat our friends and neighbors as
God treats His faithful friends --- with mercy, grace, care, gentleness, love
and blessings.

3) In whose eyes a vile person is despised, but he honors those who fear
the Lord.

A Christian who is mature in the faith and lives holy will hate the actions
and tongues of evildoers. In today's evil world, the wicked tongue and
immoral actions are so prevalent in television, theatre, radio, and the
internet. Satan's evil works through the media entices Christians to live an
ungodly life. And children are exposed to these sorts of evil as well.
Christians are to hate evil actions and words, just as God does. They are
to assemble themselves with other fellow believers, those who fear the
Lord. Christians who associate with others of like-mind will exhort each
other and live holy.

4) He who swears to his own hurt and does not change.

When a faithful Christian takes an oath, it must be honored even if it
requires suffering. When we are persecuted for standing by the Word of
God, we will be rewarded at Christ's judgment seat.

But even if you should suffer for righteousness' sake, you are
blessed. "And do not be afraid of their threats, nor be troubled.”
But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to
give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that
is in you, with meekness and fear...For it is better, if it is the will of
God, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil.” (1 Peter 3:14-
17)

5) He does not put out his money at usury, nor does he take a bribe
against the innocent.



A Life to Overcome 272

Christians should deal fairly at all times, helping the needy and the poor
without reservation. Christians are never to take advantage of others or
act in greediness, but give to others freely and sincerely.

6) He who does these things shall never be moved.

God’s promise for the righteous, i.e. the overcomers, will not be awarded
in this age, but in the age to come. Christians who overcome will dwell
with the Lord in the kingdom of heaven as their sure foundation.

Example 21) Book of Proverbs

King Solomon, who was granted the gift of wisdom from God, wrote
many of the Proverbs, all of Ecclesiastes and Song of Solomon. Shortly
after Solomon became king of Israel, the Lord appeared to him in a dream
and said, “Ask! What shall I give you?” (1 Kings 3:5). Solomon,
stressing his relative youth and inexperience by referring to himself as “a
little child” in the affairs of government, asked for wisdom and
understanding to judge his people. The Lord was pleased with Solomon’s
request and not only granted him wisdom and knowledge, but also blessed
him with great wealth and honor. King Solomon taught the wisdom of
God in his Proverbs. Possessing God’s wisdom, he taught the way to a
righteous lifestyle with God. Solomon, the wisest man who ever lived,
recorded his wisdom for our benefit that we might receive instruction and
understanding in God’s righteousness— a pathway that leads to rewards in
the coming kingdom. The wisdom and understanding which Solomon
possessed as he ruled in the kingdom of Israel has its connection with the
“tree of life.” In Proverbs 3:13-18, Solomon associated wisdom and
understanding with the “tree of life.”

Happy is the man who finds wisdom, and the man who gains
understanding; For her proceeds are better than the profits of
silver, And her gain than fine gold.

She is more precious than gold. She is more precious than rubies,
And all the things you may desire cannot compare with her.

Length of days is in her right hand. In her left hand riches and
honor.
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Her ways are ways of pleasantness, And all her paths are peace.

She is a tree of life to those who take hold of her, And happy are
all who retain her.

The fruit of the tree of life originally placed in the Garden of Eden would
have provided wisdom and understanding for Adam to rule. It will
provide Christians in the Millennium the necessary wisdom and
understanding to rule in the kingdom as well. Christians allowed to
partake of the tree of life will in that day be equipped to rule over the earth
as co-heirs with Christ. It is reserved for the overcomers in the age to
come.

The Book of Proverbs exhorts believers to feed on God’s wisdom through
His Word for the preparation of their soul salvation. Making the proper
preparations will qualify believers to be partakers in Christ's coming
kingdom and to partake of the tree of life in the midst of the Paradise of
God. The Book of Proverbs deals with the message of acquiring wisdom
and understanding for the purpose of being equipped to carry on the
Lord’s business as ministers during His absence in this age. If we
overcome, we will have access to wisdom and understanding from the
partaking of the tree of life in the age to come.

The Value of Wisdom

My son, if you receive my words, And treasure my commands
within you, So that you incline your ear to wisdom, And apply your
heart to understanding;

Yes, if you cry out for discernment, And lift up your voice for
understanding, If you seek her as silver, And search for her as for
hidden treasures;

Then you will understand the fear of the Lord And find the
knowledge of God.

For the Lord gives wisdom; From His mouth come knowledge and
understanding; He stores up sound wisdom for the upright; He is a
shield to those who walk uprightly;
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He guards the paths of justice, And preserves the way of His
saints.

Then you will understand righteousness and justice, Equity and
every good path. (Proverbs 2:1-9)

If we are passionate about seeking God's Word, He will be faithful to give
wisdom and knowledge, allowing us to grow and be transformed like Him.
God's Word is life, life in the Millennium. God gave the gift of the Holy
Spirit to all believers for the purpose of imparting truth and understanding.
The Holy Spirit is comprised of seven Spirits whom God brought forth
since the beginning, before the ages were formed. These Spirits are part
of His Spirit whom He sent out to all the earth to give to all believers who
seek Him --- for the purpose of guiding the way to His future kingdom. A
clear picture is revealed by the Spirit of Wisdom:

"The Lord possessed me at the beginning of His way, Before His
works of old, | have been established from everlasting, From the
beginning, before there was ever an earth.

When there were no depths | was brought forth, When there were
no fountains abounding with water. Before the mountains were
settled, Before the hills, 1 was brought forth; while as yet He had
not made the earth or the fields, Or the primal dust of the world.

When He prepared the heavens, | was there, When He drew a
circle on the face of the deep, When He established the clouds
above, When He strengthened the fountains of the deep,

When He assigned to the sea its limit, So that the waters would not
transgress His command, When He marked out the foundations of
the earth, then I was beside Him as a master craftsman;

And | was daily His delight, Rejoicing always before Him,
Rejoicing in His inhabited world, And my delight was with the sons
of men. Now therefore, listen to me, my children, For blessed are
those who keep my ways.

Hear instruction and be wise, And do not disdain it. Blessed is the
man who listens to me, Watching daily at my gates, Waiting at the
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posts of my doors. For whoever finds me finds life, And obtains
favor from the Lord; But he who sins against me wrongs his own
soul; All those who hate me love death.” (Proverbs 8:22-36)

The importance of gaining wisdom through God's Word is a matter of
saving or losing one’s soul-life in the age to come. From the beginning,
the Lord Jesus Christ together with the Holy Spirit took part in God's
creation. lsaiah 11:2 reveals the seven characteristics of the Holy Spirit:

The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him (His Deity),
The Spirit of wisdom and understanding,

The Spirit of counsel and might,

The Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.

And in Revelation 5:6, Christ is described as the Lamb, possessing the
seven Spirits of God:

And | looked, and behold, in the midst of the throne and of the four
living creatures, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as
though it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which
are the seven Spirits of God sent out into all the earth.

God commands Christians to attain His wisdom. When one possesses the
fear of the Lord, he is motivated to understand and please Him, desiring to
be partakers with Him in the age to come.

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom,

And the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.
For by me your days will be multiplied, and years of life
will be added to you. (Proverbs 8:10, 11)

The wisdom of God is the central theme of the Book of Proverbs.
Solomon, in all his wisdom, knew how extremely important it was to
understand God's Word and to walk in His ways. And he knew that fear
and reverence for the Lord was the motivating factor for gaining His
wisdom. The Book of Proverbs provides detailed instructions to guide
us in our Christian walk. It teaches believers the tools needed to
overcome.

An example of an overcomer is pictured in the “virtuous wife” in
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Proverbs 31:10. The virtuous wife is representative of the bride of Christ.
Her acts of goodness, honesty and strength all the days of her life to her
Husband and her household brings her praise and honor and qualifies her
in the gates (of the Kingdom). This type of individual will be hard to find
at the e